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Grass fire 
epidemic 
reaches 
the Vale 


The flames reach an 

electricity pylon. 

Photograph by 
LAURENCE TAYLOR. 




TV and newspaper reports on 
the epidemic of grass fires in 
south Wales have concentrated 
on blazes in the valleys, in 
particular Rhondda Cynon 
Taf, but Aberthin in the Vale 
had a close call last Friday 
evening. 

Fires that started on Stalling 
Down burned through the night, as 
the dramatic photographs by 


Leighton Evans {page 4) and 
Laurence Taylor show. The blaze 
was monitored by the Fire Service. 

As the overall number of grass 
fires passed the 1,000 mark. South 
Wales Police promised strong action 
in the case of anyone convicted of 
starting them. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 


lOLO TRAIL LAUNCHED IN TOWN 



Cowbridge 
choirs are 
the champs! 

IT was a weekend of stunning 
success on TV for two Cowbridge 
choirs - and their musical 
director, Mrs Fieri Roberts. 

For the full details of this 
remarkable triumph, see page 16. 


ABOVE: 

Trustees of the Cowbridge 
Charter Trust - left to 
right: Peter Jones, Linda 
Osborn, Percy Robson, 
Harry Hailes and Alan 
Crossley, and Coun Gwen 
Baty, are pictured at the 
launch of the lolo 
Morganwg trail. 

(SEE MORE PICTURES 
AND A EULL REPORT 
ON PAGE 3) 


Glamorgan Law 


YOUR LOCAL LAW FIRM OF CHOICE. 


Now incorporating the practice of 

J ANTHONY TAYLOR 

formerly of Gaskell & Walker 



y ¥m 


Visit www.glamlaw.co.uk 

01446 771742 or 01446 772212 

to find out more 

The Pavilion, 60 Eastgate, Cowbridge 


WE CAN 
TRANSFORM 
YOUR SMILE 

Orthodontic Services 
for Adults and Children 

• Flat fee £1,200 children, £1,900 adults 
Interest free credit* 

• Tooth coloured braces available 
No waiting list 

• Appointments outside school hours 
We are currently offering FREE consultations. 

Call 01446 795240 today. 

IC^ Wyndhann House, 

* Boverton Road, 

practice Llantwit Major CF61 1XZ 


Specialist orthodontic services in Vale of Glamorgan provided by Rebecca Wilson GDC No. 72395 
*Loans subject to status, terms & conditions apply, 0% APR representative. 

Authorised and regulated by Financial Conduct Authority. 
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) espo ke Jewellery 



teowned High End 
Watches 


^ique Handmade Silver 


Not to forget an impressive 
range of pre-loved vintage 
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40 High Street, Cowbridge CF71 7AG 
Tel 01446 776489 @JRC_Jewellery 
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TRUST HELPS 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


1 WAS very 
pleased to read 
your headline 
news in The GEM 
of April 16 about 
Jack Cafaro’s 
efforts to raise 
£2,600 to represent 
Wales at the 
Fencing 

Commonwealth 
Games in South 
Africa this July. 

I was also glad to see 
that your article 
acknowledged the grant 
awarded to Jack from 
the Bryn Illtyd Trust. 

Through your 
columns, I would like to 
inform your readers that 
the Bryn Illtyd Trust is a 
local charity that was 
established in the 1960s, 
following the sale of the 
original youth club, 
which stood on the land 
which is now Windmill 
Close and the lower part 
of Llanmaes Road in 
Llantwit Major. 


The money from the 
sale was invested 
specifically for the 
benefit of the youth of 
the town and those 
living within the 
Benefice of Llantwit 
Major. 

Applications are 
welcomed from clubs 
and societies, as well as 
from individuals, as long 
as the beneficiaries are 
under 25, live locally 
and can indicate that the 
money will be used for 
specific purposes and 
ventures that cannot be 
covered by any existing 
budgets. 

Your readers may be 
interested to know that 
recently the trustees also 
awarded a grant of £300 
each to the seven 
students from Llantwit 
Major Comprehensive 
School, who will be 
visiting India this 
summer on the World 
Challenge programme. 
Dr David Ellis, 
Treasurer, Bryn Illtyd 
Trust. 


Lib Dem’s ‘alarm’ 
over incinerator 


I HAVE been 
following the 
planning 
process for the 
proposed wood- 
burning incinerator 
at Barry with some 
alarm. 

I notice that the 
original plan was 
approved after an 
appeal, but I am 
astonished that the 
company responsible 
now wished to amend 
their plans as they 
believe that the 
‘principle’ of having an 
incinerator has been 
established. 

It is my opinion that 
the change to the design, 
involving larger 
capacity, taller emissions 
stack and different 
technologies should 
really be considered as a 

Soviets’ 


fresh application and not 
just a variation on a 
theme. 

I am disappointed that 
Vale Council has not 
resisted this attempt to 
establish a major 
industrial unsightly 
facility so close to the 
proposed new housing 
development and 
waterfront 

sports/activities centre. 

The additional heavy- 
vehicle traffic generated 
will surely also impact 
on the success of the 
newly-reopened Barry 
Island leisure facilities. 

I am pleased that my 
colleague, Eluned Parrot 
AM has also strongly 
objected to this project. 
David Morgan, 

Welsh Liberal 
parliamentary candidate 
for Vale of Glamorgan. 

sacrifice 


I N response to the letter from S 

Fackrell of Barry (‘Stalin was also an 
evil despot’. The GEM, April 9), I 
have never been, nor will be, an admirer 
of Stalin. 


I do, however, give thanks for the sacrifices 
made by the armed forces and people of the Soviet 
Union. Without their sacrifices, the struggle 
against Nazism would have been considerably 
longer and, possibly, unsuccessful. 

This is not to belittle every nation and resistance 
movement who also fought the evil Nazi regime. 
Christopher Short, 

Barry. 


W JAMES & SONS 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 



PRNATE CHAPEL OE REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Coirabridge CFTl 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenew5.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLXWE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER. 

IMPORTAIIT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We win (in certain clrcumstances)protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


THE VALE’S NEW WASTE 
MANAGEMENT SERVICE 
CHARGES: tuhy and how 


T he Vale Council introduced waste 
management service charges on 
April 1, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to clarify why we 
implemented them and how they apply. 

As with all councils in Wales, the Vale continues 
to face increasing financial pressures. It is hoped 
the introduction of charges will save almost 
£270,000 and that this will help safeguard frontline 
waste management services, such as street 
cleansing, public convenience provision, and 
enforcement. 

The charge for bulky item collection will be £15 
per three items, with additional items charged at £5 
each up to a maximum of five items. 

Concessions are available for qualifying 
residents, allowing up to two free collections in any 
one year. Eor information on concessions, call CIV 
on 01446 700111. 

Residents will still be able to take bulky items to 
either of the household waste recycling centres in 
the Vale, or choose to donate good quality items to 
charity. 

During April, participating residents receive a 
supply of biodegradable kitchen waste bags. This 
will allow for three full caddies, which equates to 
15kg of food waste, per week. 

Additional rolls can be purchased for £2, 
equivalent to 4p per bag, from council receptions 
and Vale libraries, or can be ordered from CIV with 
postage applied. Alternatively, residents can line 
their caddy with newspaper. 

Dog waste bags are now charged at £1 for a roll 


Parties need to 
work together 


I T looks like we 
are heading for 
yet another 
hung Parliament, 
but as always, the 
political parties are 
against joining 
together and 
working 
cooperatively. 

I am really fed up 
with this Punch and Judy 
style of politics. Instead 
of adversarial politics, 
they should all work 
together and be positive. 


Unfortunately, we are 
seeing in this campaign 
an old-fashioned tribal 
attitude - which is not 
good and is not working. 

This is exactly why 
people are turned off 
from voting! Perhaps if 
we saw more change, 
then more people would 
vote. 

Instead of the 
squabbling and name¬ 
calling, let’s see more of 
them prepared to work 
with others. 

Coun Richard Bertin, 
Barry. 


Crossing will 
end obstruction 


1 AGREE with Derek Hooper (GEM 
letters, April 16) that there is a major 
problem with illegal parking in the 
Witchill pub area at Barry. 

Like him, I have contacted the council: a 
pedestrian crossing is needed to cross Barry Road 
from the general store to the post office. 

The problem is so much illegal parking is taking 
place, leading to traffic backing up in both 
directions. 

People wanting to cross the road are put in 
danger every day, and the situation needs looking 
at. 

A crossing at the place I have suggested would 
end illegal parking, and the obstuction course. 

C Kendall, Barry. 


of 50 bags, equivalent to 2p a bag, and are available 
from council receptions and Vale libraries. 

To use the council’s HWRCs at either Barry or 
Llandow, vans and trailers will be charged an 
administration fee of £15 for a single use permit. 

This is good value when compared to other 
alternatives such as skip hire and is comparable to 
the charges levied by other councils. 

Recycling boxes and kitchen caddies will be 
charged at £1 each, bringing them in line with the 
charges currently in place for blue recycling bags 
and reusable garden waste bags. 

I would also like to appeal to all readers to visit 
the Love Pood Hate Waste website at 
www.wasteawarenesswales.org.uk for some useful 
tips on reducing food waste and for great recipe 
ideas on how to use leftovers. 

Pinally, I would like to remind readers that all 
household and commercial waste that we collect 
should be placed at the kerbside of their property on 
the scheduled collection day, and any receptacles 
used should be taken in as soon as possible 
afterwards. 

Please remember not to place any waste out on 
non-collection days as this could be classed as fly¬ 
tipping, which is a criminal offence. 

Clifford Parish, 

(Operational Manager for Waste Management and 
Cleansing) 


Sad loss of Max 

O N Friday morning, April 17, out 
much-loved greyhound. Max, 
collapsed and unexpectedly died 
in Cwm Colhugh meadow near Llantwit 
Major beach. 

We would like to sincerely thank the lady and 
gentleman who stopped to help us. Unfortunately, 
we do not have their name and address. 

Also to Shirley and Jean for their care and 
support at the time. 

Thanks to all family, friends and fellow dog 
walkers who have shown us so much kindness and 
understanding. 

Max was loved by so many and to us is 
irreplaceable. 

Liz and John Thomas, 

Llantwit Major. 

Put health cash 
to better use 


S ADLY, the 
lady who 
wrote in The 
GEM last week 
regarding her 
daughter’s health 
and the awful 
experience of ESA, 
is not alone. 

I consider myself very 
lucky to have good 
health and be able to 
work. I am happy to 
pay my tax and NI in the 
knowledge we have a 
safety net to help others 
who are not as lucky. 

I am happy part of my 
stoppages go towards 
training and employing 
highly specialised 
medical professionals, 
who are there when we 


need them. What I am 
not happy about is 
paying towards an IT 
company which 
basically trashes the 
opinion of these 
specialists and says they 
are wrong. 

This whole scheme is 
an expensive farce, it 
causes upset and misery 
to people who ar 

already suffering and 
achieves nothing. 

The sooner this 
ridiculous idea is 
dropped the better and, 
hopefully, the money 
paid to this company can 
be put to use helping 
people, not harming 
them. 

Sue Eldridge, 

Barry. 
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'Why I will not 
be volunteering 
for the libraries’ 



HAT an 

upbeat 

article 


(The GEM, April 9) 
urging the public to 
rally the 
community 
together to run 
voluntary-based 
libraries! 

This has truly 
humbled me as I now 
understand what 
democracy means in 
this part of Wales. 

In the Vale, it has 
created a local council 
that railroads its own 
political agenda under 
the guise of choice. 

Voluntary-run 
libraries were not 
supported by the public. 

I, as a passionate 
believer in education, 
self, state and private, 
for all ages, filled in the 
first questionnaire 
issued by the Vale 


Council. 

I filled it in to keep 
the libraries open. 

Then, like a caring 
citizen who lives 
literature, I ticked the 
box saying that I would 
consider volunteering 
for the libraries. 

Soon after, all those 
kind-hearted citizens 
realised what they had 
done, and with the bells 
of ‘education, 
education, education,’ 
ringing in our ears like a 
state funeral, we were 
led blinkered into the 
brave new world. 

So I will not 
volunteer. 

A group chosen by 
the council will no 
doubt fill the roles, all 
echoing how wonderful 
the Vale is in taking 
democracy to the 
people. 

Roul Duke, 

Barry. 


‘Cardiff Airport is 
in need of more 
business sense’ 


R eading 

about 
Cardiff 
Airport in The 
GEM (April 16), I 
felt quite dismayed, 
but not surprised, 
that £8m of the 
taxpayers’ money 
has been thrown at 
it. 

Usually when a 
business is not paying, it 
can be bought for £1, 
then invested into to try 
and make it pay. This 
airport is just soaking up 
millions to make 
pounds. (There’s a bus 
which runs around all 
day virtually empty as 
well). 


It is a shame, as this 
ought to be ‘The Airport 
for Wales’, so that 
people do not have to 
travel all the way to 
Bristol, a journey which 
I personally hate - when 
just a few miles away, 
there’s my airport. 

In England, they have 
had their rates frozen for 
the last two years, 
whereas ours just keep 
going up and up - to pay 
for schemes like this, I 
suppose. 

The Welsh 

Government is in need 
of someone with 
business sense not to 
throw away our hard 
earned cash. 

AJ Atkins, 

Sully. 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL APRIL 30) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will he 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

23 Thur 

10.24 

9.4 

22.39 

9.1 

24 Fri 

11.07 

8.8 

23.25 

8.7 

25 Sat 

11.53 

8.1 



26 Sun 

00.17 

7.9 

12.44 

7.7 

27 Mon 

01.24 

7.5 

14.11 

7.4 

28 Tues 

02.47 

7.7 

15.29 

7.7 

29 Wed 

03.59 

7.8 

16.33 

7.9 

30 Thur 

04.54 

8.2 

17.19 

8.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints(^ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries(^ipso.co.uk. 

















Thursday April 23rd, 2015_ www,facebook.com/slamorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem_news _c_THE GEM - 3 

Cowbridge remembers lolo Morganwg 


A group of 50 
people gathered in 
Old Hall Gardens 
on Saturday, April 
11, to unveil the lolo 
stone, which marks 
the start of the lolo 
Morganwg trail. 

Thirty of the gathering 
were members of 
Merched y Wawr from 
near Pwllheli, who had 
travelled the length of 
Wales to experience the 
walk, and members of 
the Cowbridge branch 
were there to greet them. 

Also launched were 
Cowbridge Charter 
Trust’s two workbooks 
for children, one on the 
wildlife of Old Hall 
Gardens, the other on its 
history, which includes a 
short town centre lolo 
Trail manageable by 
children. 

These workbooks are 
aimed at encouraging 
school visits and were 
generously funded by 
Creative Rural 

Communities and by 
Environment Wales. 

The unveilers were 
Coun Lis Burnett, the 
Vale Council cabinet 
member for regeneration, 
innovation, planning and 
transportation, and Coun 
Gwen Baty, a past Mayor 
of the town. They 
whipped off the Welsh 
flag covering the stone to 
reveal the slate plaque 
which records the 
dedication to lolo 
Morganwg. 

In her speech, Coun 
Burnett remarked: “I am 
hugely thankful for the 


support the Cowbridge 
Charter Trust gives to the 
town. Working in 
partnership means the 
council can achieve so 
much more with limited 
resources.” 

The simple ceremony 
came to a wonderful 
close when Merched y 
Wawr spontaneously 
sang their song 
celebrating the land and 
language of Wales. Half 
the party then set off on 
the St Hilary walk and 
the rest focused on the 
town centre, ending with 
a visit to Cowbridge 
Museum, opened 

specially for them by 
Deb Fisher and the 
Museum stewards. 

lolo was a great 
advocate for the Vale; he 
saw it as the garden of 
Wales and called it 
Britain’s Paradise. To 
celebrate his life here, 
nothing could be more 
appropriate than a walk, 
because he was such a 
prodigious walker 
himself, even walking to 
London. 

The lolo Trail extends 
from Cowbridge to 
Aberthin, St Hilary and 
Llanblethian (6.5 miles) 
or St Hilary and 
Llanblethian (4.5 miles) 
and takes in the historic 
town centre and its 
surrounding fields and 
wooded paths. 

The places of interest 
along the way are linked 
to lolo Morganwg and 
give a taste of the many 
different aspects of the 
life and character of this 
polymath, who did so 


Life behind 
the camera 


ON April 8, 
Cowbridge U3A we 
had an interesting 
talk from Don 
Llewellyn on his 
career at HTV and 
other organisations. 

His first advice was do 
not show your holiday 
snaps to ‘friends’ as (in 
my words) they can often 
be sponsored by 
Horlicks! I am sure we 
have all been there at 
some point. 

However, we were 
pleasantly surprised to 
find that Don, among 
other awards, had won an 
Oscar, a Bafta, a New 
York award for a TV 
series, and many others. 
He was, the way, 
champion gardener of the 
year for small gardens in 
Cardiff. 

As a producer, 
director. editor and 
general organiser he was 
very well respected. He 
described the then new 
building at Culverhouse 
Cross as state of the art at 
the time and the best in 
Europe. It was described 
by a foreign visitor as the 
‘Taff Mahal’. 

During his career, 
among other things he 
directed ‘Survival of the 
Fittest’ which morphed 
into ‘Trailblazers’ 
presented by 

personalities such as Paul 
Ringer, Gerald Davies, 
John Taylor and Jill 
Dando. 


Many other ventures 
followed, including an 
interview with the 
daughter of Morris 
Llewellyn Humphries, 
better known as ‘Murray 
the Humph’, the brains 
behind A1 Capone and 
The St Valentine’s Day 
Massacre. Frank Sinatra 
came to his daughter’s 
wedding - an invitation 
he couldn’t refuse. His 
parents came from mid 
Wales and he was bom 
within a year of Capone 
in Chicago a year after 
arriving in America. 

Finally, he talked 
about the Llandow air 
disaster. Returning from 
Dublin after Wales won 
the Triple Crown, a plane 
crashed at Sigingstone in 
the 1950s with 80 killed, 
(75 supporters, five 
crew). There were three 
survivors. As a result of 
the programme, the 
public gathered money to 
erect a memorial stone. 

Don conveyed to us all 
how much he loved his 
job and it was lovely to 
join him in his 
fascinating trip down 
memory lane. 

Don’t forget Tools For 
Africa; contact Pat Smith 
on 01656 668446 and she 
will arrange for tools to 
be collected from your 
home. 

Next meeting. Town 
Hall, 2pm, May 13; 

Restoration of Llandaff 
Cathederal, Arthur 
Impey. 

TB 


much to revitalise respect 
for Welsh culture, a 
legacy that persists to 
this day in the National 
Eisteddfod. 

The megalith of 
Pennant sandstone, 
which evokes the bardic 
tradition of the 
eisteddfod, was a 
generous gift from 
Gwrhyd Quarry, part of 
the Marshalls Group, 
along with another 
mighty rock which has 
been placed on Stalling 
Down along the route of 
the lolo Walk to celebrate 
the site of his first 
Gorsedd meeting in 
Wales in 1795. 

Gwrhyd quarry is high 
above Pontardawe with 
such a matchless view of 
the Black Mountain 
Range that it’s 
impossible to believe 
Swansea is a mere 12 
miles to the south. 

Merched y Wawr had 
a very full agenda: they 
reconvened over lunch at 
lolo’s old meeting place, 
the Bear Hotel, before 
heading off by coach to 
follow part of the wider 
lolo trail - visiting the 
Galilee Chapel in 
Llantwit Major to learn 

more from local 

ambassador Dilwen 
Jones about lolo’s 

connections, including 
his discovery of one of 
the Celtic stones - now 
strikingly exhibited in 
the restored chapel. 

The grand finale was a 
concert in which Guto 
Dafis and Alawon 

Llanilltud Fawr tune 
club, along with Cor yr 



Efail, performed folk 
songs and tunes of the 
Vale, which had been 
written down for 
posterity by lolo himself. 

Other recent additions 
to the lolo trail include 
two new information 
boards in Cowbridge 
(Birds Lane and Old 
Hall); a timeline which 
can be found in his old 
shop (now Costa Coffee) 
and an information board 
in Llancarfan, produced 
by the Llancarfan 
Society, to celebrate the 
link between nearby Pen- 
Onn (where he was bom) 
and the church where he 
was baptised in 1747. 

The trail booklet is 
almost out of print but 
independent publishers Y 
Lolfa have said they will 
take it on and sell it 
across Wales. In the 
meantime, a pamphlet 
covering the circular 
walk can be found in the 


Vale Trails collection 
‘Walk 9: lolo Morganwg 
Heritage Walk’. 

The lolo Morganwg 
project was funded by 
the Welsh Government’s 
Rural Development Plan 
for Wales and was 
developed in partnership 
with Creative Rural 
Communities, the Vale 
Council’s rural 

regeneration team, and 
with the scholarly 
support of lolo expert 
Professor Geraint 

Jenkins. 

Old Hall Gardens is 
managed by volunteers 
from Cowbridge Charter 
Tmst in partnership with 
the Vale Council, with 
funding from 

Environment Wales and 
Creative Rural 

Communities. HH. 

Vale ambassador 
Branwen Dickson writes: 
Cafwyd diwrnod gwych 
wedi ei fendithio gan 


dywydd da. Yn ystod y 
lansiad rhoddwyd hefyd 
air o ddiolch mawr i’r 
Athro Geraint Jenkins 
nad oedd yn gallu bod 
yno am yr boll oriau 
gwirfoddolodd i’r 

prosiect yn ymchwilio a 
pharatoi’r testun ar gyfer 
y llyfryn. Wedi cael bias 
ar banes a barddwcb yr 
ardal, roedd Mercbed y 
Wawr yn gytun y byddai 
angen dycbwelyd i 
ddarganfod a gweld 
mwy! 

Cowbridge Charter 
Trust: 
www.cctrust.co .uk/www. 
oldballgardens.org. lolo 
Morganwg and tbe Vale: 
www.iolomorganwg.wale 
s .ac .uk/bro .php. 

lolo Morganwg Trail 
Booklet and Heritage 
Walk pamphlet: 

www.visitthevale.com. 
Cowbridge Museum: 
www.culture24 .org .uk/w 
a000029. 


Cowbridge 
Bridge Club 


ABOVE: Vale councillor Lis Burnett 
and town councillor Gwen Baty. 


Pwllheli and Cowbridge branch 
of Merched y Wawr with the 
Cowbridge Charter Trustees. 


Blood Bikes Wales gets a 
£1,000 boost from the 
Pontyclun Community Shop 



Pictured here are director Dr T John Griffiths 
and shop manager, Vanessa Pullman. 


Chance for young 
cooks to get 
that flying start! 


YOUNG cooks can 
get a good 
grounding in the 
basics now that a 
Cowbridge store is 
running cookery 
workshops. 

‘Cooked Up’ is a 
cooking and nutrition 
school based in Wales, 
and have joined up with 
Daisy and Jack in the 
High Steet to help 
youngsters learn more 
about food and cooking. 

Natalie Davies of 
Daisy and Jack said: “We 
are super excited at 


Daisy and Jack to let you 
know that ‘Cooked up’ 
are hosting parties and 
running cookery 

workshops for children 
from our upstairs space. 

“I’m sure you’ll all 
agree that in these days 
of fast food and busy 
lives we all know how 
important it is for our 
children to learn how to 
cook and make the right 
choices! 

“Why not check out 
the website 

www.cookedup.co.uk for 
more information on 
these fantastic classes”. 


BLOOD BIKES 
Wales has received 
a £1,000 donation 
from the Pontyclun 
Community Shop, 
after a member of 
their board paid a 
‘mid area’ meeting 
a visit to hear 
about its work. 

The Parish of 
Pontyclun Community 
Shop Ltd is a joint 
venture founded 20 
years ago by the Parish 
of Pontyclun with 
Talygarn. 

It considers any good 
causes or individuals in 
need, and gives out at 
least £20,000 in 
donations, every year. 

The shop trades in 
charity, hope, Christian 
witness and Christian 
outreach, and sells 
furniture, beds, clothes, 
soft furnishings, prams 
and bikes, books, 
household goods, 
DVDs, toys and bric-a- 


You can read 
your GEM 
online. Visit 

cowbridge- 

today.co.uk 


brae. It is non-profit 
making and relies on 
the good will of a 
dedicated team of 
volunteers to work and 
serve in the shop. 

The shop is based at 
11-13 Cowbridge Road, 
Pontyclun, RCT, CF72 
9UE; telephone 01443 
222444. 


RESULTS for 

Cowbridge and 

District 
(Llanbleddian) 
Bridge Club: 

March 3: First, Pam 
Higgs and Brenda Grove, 
68 per cent; second, 
Mary Thomas and Hugh 
Williams, 61; third, 
Helen and Mike Ruttley, 
58.5. 

March 10: First. Sara 
Bartlett and Glenda 
Roberts, 63.21 per cent; 
second, Amy Owen and 
Heather Atkin, 61.04; 
third, Mary Wallis and 
Mearl Owen, 59.29. 

March 17: First, Ten 


Pollard and Anne 
Hughes, 60.23 per cent; 
second, Rita Williams 
and Marian East,59.09; 
third, Pam Higgs and 
Brenda Grove, 56.36. 

March 24: First, Teri 
Pollard and Anne 
Hughes, 62.99 per cent; 
second, Margaret and 
Mostyn Bancroft, 62.66; 
third, Ann Miller and 
Judith Nunn, 59.09. 

March 31: First, 
Pauline Lane and Hugh 
Williams, 58.75 per cent; 
second, Helen and Mike 
Ruttley, 55; third, 
Margaret and Mostyn 
Bancroft, 51.88. ME 


NHS yo 


YOUR LOCAL MEDICAL 
NEGLIGENCE EXPERTS 

Call Now 01446 791811 

Misdiagnosis, birth injuries, cerebral palsy, 
missed fractures, wrong treatment. 

No win - no fee, fully qualified solicitors. 
Free Claim Evaluation. 

Tel: 01446 791811 

E-Mail: info@NHSIawyer.co.uk 
www.NHSIawyer.co.uk 

NHSIawyer is regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority 
(SRA number 569027) 
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Jean praises 
Jan for her 
long service! 



LLANMAES WI marked the retirement 
of its president with a special 
presentation. 

Long-serving president Mrs Jan Jones was 
presented with a gift (above) by Mrs Jean 
Thomas, the longest-serving member, who has 
been a member of Llanmaes WI for 51 years. 

Jean thanked Jan for her dedication and good 
humour, recalling the many good times they had 
enjoyed through the WI. 

Llanmaes WI meets at Llanmaes Village Hall 
on the second Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm 
and new members are very welcome. 

For enquiries contact the secretary, Margaret 
Stephens on 01446 792465. 


INSTALL 



All sizes available. 
Delivered & Collected 

Waste collection 
service. 

Free surveys and 
estimates. 

Labour hire 
to load your skip. 

Grab hire & Plant hire. 

95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 

We will not be beaten on 
ANY written quotation for 
the Barry area 



XL MAXI 


Waste Carrier Number 
CB/LE5004GH 




Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 


Widow’s 
despair over 
election 
literature 


by GEM REPORTER 


A St Athan widow 
said she has been 
upset to receive 
election information 
from the Labour 
Party’s HQ in 
London, emailed to 
‘Dear David’ - even 
though her husband 
died seven months 
ago. 

Mrs Hazel Morgan 
said the constant emails 
had been “upsetting”. 

She is still coming to 
terms with David’s death 
at just 61 years of age. 
He was a diabetic and 
had had to have a leg 
amputated. 

Mrs Morgan 
explained; “My husband 
died last September and 
I miss him very much. 

“I have been getting 
emails addressed to 
‘Dear David’ since last 
October from the Labour 
Party headquarters. 

“I have written back 
to them asking them to 
stop and I have tried to 
unsubscribe from their 
emails, but they still 


come through. He had 
never been a member of 
the Labour Party.” 

Mrs Morgan said she 
had also been getting 
emails from the Labour 
Party in the Vale - but 
after she complained, 
the local parliamentary 
candidate, Chris Elmore, 
had apologised to her, 
and the local emails did 
stop. 

“I’ve rung up 
Labour’s headquarters in 
London and a girl said 
they would stop sending 
them, but they still 
come. I was devastated 
when my husband died 
and this has been 
upsetting.” 

The Glamorgan GEM 
approached Labour 
Party headquarters in 
Cardiff and explained 
how distressed Mrs 
Morgan was. 

A spokesman for the 
Party said: “We 
apologise for any 
distress to Mrs Morgan 
and have rectified the 
situation.” 


Primary school 
pupils build 
model Severn 
bridge crossing 



Llantwit Major Comprehensive School recently 
invited year-5 pupils from Eagleswell, Llanilltud 
Fawr, Rhws, St Athan, St Illtyd and Wick and 
Marcross primary schools to take part in the 
construction of a 15m long, model cable-stayed 
bridge (the same design as the second Severn 
crossing), under the expert supervision and 
guidance of representatives from the Institution 
of Civil Engineers. 

^^This proved to be a great team-building 
activity and pupils took pride in their efforts 
when they all safely walked across the bridges 
they had built,” a spokeswoman reported. 


APPEAL AFTER 
MINDLESS FIRE 
RAISERS PUT 
LIVES AT RISK 



ABOVE: The grass fire burned 
through the night near Aberthin. 
Photograph by LEIGHTON EVANS. 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 1) 

As fire crews are 
being severely restricted 
in dealing with house 
fires and road accidents 
by the deliberate 
lighting of fires, 
Crimestoppers Wales 
(Cymru), have appealed 
to the communities 
affected to call 
Crimestoppers free and 
anonymously, if they 
know those who may be 
involved. 

A spokeswoman 
said: “Heartless fire 
raisers have been 
risking people’s lives, 
with potentially tragic 
consequences, if their 
actions prevent the fire 
service from being able 
to attend a life- 
threatening incident in 
good time”. 

The Welsh 

Government Minister 
for Public Services, 
Leighton Andrews AM, 
issued a statement, 
saying: “I commend the 
Fire and Rescue 
Services, and individual 
firefighters, for their 
response to these 
outbreaks. 


“The South Wales 
Fire and Rescue Service 
has borne the brunt of 
these fires, and has 
introduced specific 
arrangements to ensure 
fire cover remains 
available should a house 
fire occur whilst 
firefighters are being 
used to deal with 
extensive grassland 
fires. 

“I welcome the 
tough stance taken by 
South Wales Police. We 
should not be in this 
position. Starting grass 
fires is a crime. 

“It puts people in 
danger - both 
firefighters and 
members of the public. 

“This is before we 
talk about the damage 
to wildlife, livestock 
and the environment, 
and the significant cost 
to the public purse of 
dealing with these 
fires.” 

To pass on 

information about these 
fires anonymously, call 
Crimestoppers free on 
0800 555 111, or online 
at www.crimestoppers- 
uk.org 


Blood pressure 
test popular! 


THE Rotary Club of Llantwit Major and 
the Stroke Association have been working 
in partnership for a number of years to 
help combat high blood pressure, the 
single biggest factor in stroke risks. 


On Saturday, April 18, a very successful event 
was held in the shopping precinct at Llantwit Major, 
where around 100 people had their blood pressure 
tested. 

Each year, an estimated 150,000 people across the 
UK will have a stroke. It is one of the top three 
causes of death and the single largest cause of adult 
disability. 

There are often no symptoms of high blood 
pressure, so these measurements are vitally 
important. TC 


Jack’s trike is 
a step closer 



ABOVE: Jack tries out the trike that will 
give him a new sense of freedom. 


THE people of 
Llantwit Major 
have responded to 
an appeal to help a 
severely disabled 
little boy get a 
specially adapted 
trike. 

Jack Vincent, aged 
three, has a form of 
‘dystonic cerebral palsy’, 
resulting in multiple 
disabilities including 
severe mobility 

problems. 

Jack, his mum Debra 
and dad Mark, attended 
Pedal Power in Cardiff, 
where Jack was able to 
try out a specially- 
adapted trike. 

Debra said: “Jack and 
we were thrilled to find a 
piece of equipment that 
not only met his 
requirements, but also 


gave him a sense of 
freedom.” 

The trike is very 
expensive, so The Old 
White Hart public house 
decided it wanted to help 
the family out with 
fundraising events. 

Elenid Carlig of the 
Old White Hart, who is 
holding regular raffles, 
said: “We’ve had an 

amazing response - we 
are currently raffling a 
wonderful prize of an 
‘Hour’s Flight 

Experience’ on behalf of 
Cardiff Aviation Training 
Ltd; Ruth Jones has 
signed DVD Series 1-3 
of Stella; and we’ve had 
£100 donated by a 
generous ‘passer by.” 

The GEM will keep 
readers informed as 
fundraising continues. 
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LOCAL YOUNG 
SCIENTISTS 
ENJOY FIRST 
SCHOOL FAIR 

A 



RECENTLY, Peterston super Ely CIW 
Primary School held its first ever science 
fair in school. 

The children were encouraged to work together on 
a science investigation of their choice and then display 
their findings for all the children to view. The entries 
were then judged by experts in the field of science 
from Cardiff University and the Hospital of Wales. 

The children thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 
learnt so much from working together to make 
hypotheses and carry out their investigations. 

Mrs Lloyd, headteacher, said: “It was refreshing to 
see the children so engaged in science and allowed us 
the opportunity to strengthen our li nks with the wider 
community.” 






room 




paradise 


Free Class 

Introduction to 
the Ricks Loom 

on Thurs 30th April 
1.30-7pnn. 

Drop in day - stay for 
an hour or stay all day. 

www.boxesandbusts.co.uk 

Unit 19, Ty Verlon Ind est, Barry, CF63 2BE 
Tel: 01446 701230 
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Tf writing was in English we 
would know what it meant’ 

Black and white 
flag in Main Street 
puzzles residents 



LEFT: 

The mystery 
flag was 
suspended 
outside an 
empty flat in 
Main Street. 


RESIDENTS in a 
street in Barry 
woke up on 
Monday morning 
wondering whether 
an ISIS flag had 
been raised above 
an empty shop. 

The black and white 
flag had been put up 
overnight and people 
were puzzled as to 
what the writing on it 
meant. 

A local resident, 
who did not want to be 
named in the paper, 
said: “When people 
walked past it they 
were wondering 
whether it was an ISIS 
flag. 

“I went out for a 
walk on Monday 
morning and saw it as I 
returned. Someone said 
to me: ‘Is it an Isis 
flag?’ 

“Black and white 
seems to represent 
ISIS. 

“Someone claimed 
the words meant 
‘Peace and love’, but 
without an English 
translation on the flag 
we don’t know.” 

The man said 
putting up the flag 
without people 
knowing its meaning 
was not being 
responsible. 

“This area is a 
melting pot and 
everyone gets on. I 
have Welsh friends 
who have converted (to 
Islam) - they might not 
be able to read it 
themselves and be 
concerned. People get 
along here and we 
don’t want problems.” 

He said that if it was 
an Islamic flag, he 


‘First Aid For Vt/indowis" 


DOUBLE 
GLAZING 

DOCTOR 

- - - — - 

Window & Door Kepsir : Gln ir 

Call today: 07970: 170542 

_ »^ufi _ ' _ ^ ^ ' X tiaarjf _ 


'Don't replace, repairs save £££'s'* 



wondered whether the 
Welsh flag would be 
welcomed in an 
Islamic country. 

A local trader said: 

“I understand it was 
put up at 12.30am on 
Monday morning. 
People locally were 
shocked to see it. If it 
had been in English 
people would have 
known what it meant. 

“We don’t know 
whether it is aggressive 
or peaceful. People 
have been discussing it 
in the street.” 

Rita Limbrick, who 
has won a major 
community award for 
south Wales and who 
runs the a local 
multicultural meeting 
place and cafe, said 
she had been in touch 
with a local Muslim 
who had been able to 
translate what was on 
the flag. 

“It says ‘Islam is 
one’. They should have 
put it up in English so 
people would 
understand and not 
panic. 

“I came out of my 
house at 9.30am and 
people began to 
approach me because I 
am the local 
community person.” 

The GEM 

understands the flat has 
been empty, and that 
the estate agent dealing 
with it was informed 
about the flag. It was 
removed on Monday 
afternoon. 

A South Wales 
Police spokesman told 
The GEM: “We 
received reports 
concerning a flag on 
display on a building 
in Main Street, Barry. 

“Officers attended 
the scene and it was 
quickly established 
that the flag did not 
contain any 
inflammatory 
messages. The flag 
has now been 
removed.^^ 


by TIM CHAPMAN 



Timberaway Garden & Tree Services 

Qualified N.P.T.C/City & Guilds • All Waste Removed 
Competent & Insured • Trees & Hedges Trimmed 
Reduced & Felled. Wp can do the work for you. 

We cover all areas: 

Barry • Vale of Glamorgan 
Llantrisant • Cardiff to Porthcawl 

Free Quotation 
(trade also welcome) 
^ 01446 402848 
- # 07739 389578 

timberaway @ hotmail .com 



WRITE A WILL - 

and support Ty Hafan 

G ifts 

Wills 
change lives. 

For Ty 
Hafan they 
are vital in 
providing 
care and 
support to 
children 
with short 
lives all across' 
south Wales. 

They are essential in supporting families like the 
Pucellas from Bridgend: Luca Pucella is a happy, 
energetic eight-year-old with an infectious laugh 
and a wicked sense of humour. But what makes 
Luca different to other boys of his age is that he 
suffers from a rare life-limiting condition called 
ROHHAD syndrome. 

He is the only person in Wales to suffer from the 
condition, which affects only 75 people worldwide. 
ROHHAD syndrome causes rapid-onset obesity, 
impairment of the autonomic nervous system and 
reduced lung function. 

Angelo, Luca’s dad, said: “When Luca was first 
diagnosed, we felt very much on our own.” 

But the family felt a huge sense of relief when 
they were referred to Ty Hafan in 2010. 

“Ty Hafan has always been there on the other 
end of the phone, they’ve visited us in hospital and 
provided vital short-break care.” 

Gifts in Wills are a crucial source of funding for 
Ty Hafan, and in fact fund 20 per cent of the care 
the charity provides. Without gifts in Wills, the 
children’s hospice simply couldn’t support as many 
families. 

Thanks to the support of over 25 solicitors from 
across south Wales, Ty Hafan is running its Write a 
Will scheme again this year. 

Between May 11 and 22, the team of solicitors 
has agreed to waive the usual will-writing fee, and 
ask that you make a suggested donation of £50 for 
a Simple Will or £75 for Mirror Wills to Ty Hafan 
instead. 

To find out more about the scheme, visit 
www.tyhafan.org/will50 or call 029 2053 2255. 


write a I 

Will for only 

£50 

with Ty Hafan and selected solicitors 
for two weeks only. 


* Suggested donation for a Simple Will only. 

A donation of £75 is suggested for Mirror Wills. 


visit www.tyhafan.org/will50 
or call 029 2053 2255 to book. 

Additional charges may apply for more complicated Wills. 

Your chosen solicitor will be able to advise you. 

Registered Head Office: Hayes Road, Sully, CF64 5XX / Tel: 029 2053 2199 
Registered in Wales: No: 3077406 Registered Charity No: 1047912 


ty hafan 

the hospice for children in Woles 
yr hosbis i blont yng Nghymru 
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COWBRIDGE COMPREHENSIVE RULES 
THE ROOST IN YEAR-8 BASKETBALL! 


THE under-13 girls 
took part in the 
Lady Taverners 
south west regional 
cricket competition 
where nine schools 
took part in three 
groups. 

Cowbridge played 
Connaught from 

Hampshire and St Peter’s 
school. The schools 
were very strong and we 
lost both matches. 

In the final play-off, 
we unfortunately lost our 
matches to both 
Winterbourne and John 
Bentley. 

Year-7 Sian Russell, 
who has recently been 
selected for the under-12 
Welsh squad, captained 
the team. She batted well 
and took several wickets 
during the day. Beth 
Edwards (wicket keeper) 
fielded well under 
pressure. 

Other team members 
were Ella K Jones who 
batted very well, retiring 
in two of the games, 
year-8 Daisy Connolly, 
Ella M Jones, Ushenka 
Rajapakse, Helena 
McCormack, year-7 
Lowenna Radcliffe and 
Nishenka Rajapakse. 

Cowbridge 

wins 

basketball 

THE school basketball 
league finished on April 
15 with the semi-final 
winners journeying to 
Cardiff City’s House of 
Sport for Hnals day. 

Cowbridge were 
represented by their year- 
8 A team, taking on local 
rivals Porthcawl 

Comprehensive. 

Both teams started the 


game slowly but 
Cowbridge settled in 
more quickly with all 
their perimeter players 
driving hard inside, 
testing the Porthcawl 
frontline. Will Marsden 
opened the scoring for 
Cowbridge with Tommy 
A following soon after. 

Porthcawl got on the 
board shortly after but 
then Jamie Owens joined 
his fellow Cowbridge 
guards on the score sheet. 
The first quarter ended 
with Cowbridge leading 
9-4. 

Super-substitute Rory 
James entered the game 
and brought his 
trademark defensive 
intensity with him. 
Despite upping their 
defensive effort 

Cowbridge kept it going 
offensively as well. 

The co-captains 
ApJohn and Durrant 
started to click, hitting 
jumpers, lay-ups and put- 
backs from everywhere 
and Porthcawl struggled 
to find an answer. 
Cowbridge ended the 
half with a comfortable, 
but not secure, lead of 
18-7. 

As the third quarter 
began. Will Marsden re¬ 
entered the game and 
wasted no time 
demonstrating that he 
could score. Sophie 
Hawkins subbed in for 
the first time and quickly 
got into the action, 
cutting across the 
baseline to catch a well- 
timed pass for an open 
jumper that swished 
through. 

Porthcawl had started 
to find their offensive 
game but it came at the 
expense of their defence. 
Cowbridge were rolling 
now and they unleashed 
a torrent of attack with all 


five players knocking 

down shots. The quarter 
ended with Cowbridge 
having an almost 

insurmountable lead of 
16 points, 38-22. 

Knowing there were 
only seven minutes 

between them and the 
title, Cowbridge entered 
the fourth quarter 

determined to bring 
home the silverware. 
Struggling to get calls 
earlier in the game, Jamie 
Owen took over, scoring 
inside and out. Knowing 
the game was out of 
reach, and finding no 
answer for the 
Cowbridge defence, 
Porthcawl emptied their 
bench. 

In final minutes, Tom 
ApJohn exited the game 
to a standing ovation, 
having scored 19 points. 
Backup point guard Jess 
Gregory replaced him 
and played the final 
stretch of the game 
through gritted teeth as 
she shook off a dodgy 
ankle. 

The game ended with 
Cowbridge winning 56- 
22, wrapping up the most 
successful season in 
recent Cowbridge 
history. Mr Hume was 
pleased with the result. 
“I’ve pushed these guys 
hard this year but I know 
they’d all agree it was 
worth it. They’re 
unbeaten for two straight 
years now. 

“There’s the potential 
here to dominate this 
league for the next five 
years, so hopefully this 
was just the start. We’ll 
have energetic forward 
Joel Carter back from 
injury next year, and our 
reserves have all made 
massive strides - bring on 
2016!” 


Young sailors 
target 

international 

events 

DURING the Easter 
holidays, three 16-year 
olds have been 
competing against the 
best sailors in Britain at 
the youth nationals for 
the opportunity to 
represent their country 
at a variety of 
international events in 
the summer. 

Brother and sister 
Matthew and Jemma 
Viney, and Matilda 
Matthews, who are 
already members of the 
Great Britain under-18 
national youth squad, 
have been selected to 
represent GB at the 
World Championships in 
Japan and at the Eurosafs 
in Brest. 

After a tough week of 
competing in Weymouth, 
Matthew, paired with 
Dan Atherton from the 
Isle of Wight, finished 
fifth overall (second boy) 
and was selected for the 
junior Europeans in 
Bulgaria. Sailing 

partners Jemma and 
Matilda finished 10th 
overall and second Welsh 
girls. 

They had been 
training in Weymouth 
(home of sailing in the 
2012 Olympics) the 
week before to 
familiarise themselves 
with the conditions. The 
sailors raced for a week 
to fight for the grants and 
places to the top 
international events. 
They proved that they are 
among the top sailors in 
the country by staying 
focused on the task in 
hand. 

The three prepared for 



Girls^ year-8 basketball team: Jess Gregory, Sophie Hawkins, Emily Gregory, Hollie 
Oakman, Nicole Yip, Kate Floyd, Maddie Rooney, Connie Wood. 



Basketball league, year-8 team: Tom Apjohn-Williams, Adam Durrant, Alex Oldham, 
Jamie Owen, Rory James, Will Marsden, Sophie Hawkins, Jess Gregory. 

the event through the 
winter, sailing every 
weekend at national and 
Welsh squad camps. 

They will continue to 
train for the upcoming 
competition season 
alongside their upcoming 
exams at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
and Bro Morgannwg. 


Tractor Boys (and Girls) hand 
over their charity cheques 



A VERY well- 
attended 
presentation 
evening for Tractor 
Boys of Aberthin 
was held at the 
Blacksmith’s Arms, 
Llanmaes on 
Tuesday, April 14 - 
the result of two 
tractor runs held 
earlier in the year. 

The first was on 
behalf of JG Plant with 
all money raised being 
donated to the Welsh Air 
Ambulance. The second 
was in conjunction with 
the Blacksmith’s Arms, 
with all cash raised 
going to Multiple 
Sclerosis Cymru. 

On behalf of the 
fundraisers, a cheque for 
£570 was presented by 
Martyn Huish to Valeria 
of the Welsh Air 
Ambulance, and a 


cheque for £850 was 
presented by Steve 
Davies to Karen Jones 
and Rod Hill, of 
Multiple Sclerosis 
Cymru. 

Eollowing the 
presentation of the 
cheques, the Tractor 
Boys and Girls decided 
to sample the culinary 
delights being offered 
by the Blacksmith’s 
Arms on their weekly 
Tuesday Steak Night -1 
can highly recommend 
the experience! 

Many thanks to 
everyone who attended 
and supported the 
presentation, to Mike 
and staff at the 
Blacksmith’s Arms for 
looking after us, and to 
all those who took part 
in the two tractor runs, 
helping to raise money 
to support these two 
charities. 

SRD 


Follow The GEM on 
Twitter - @gem_news 
We’re also on Facebook - 
facehook.com/GlamorganGEM 


t.f ff 

mi 
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Boys^ year-8 basketball team: Tom Apjohn-Williams (co-captain), 
Jamie Owen, Alex Oldham, Adam Durrant (co-captain). Will 
Marsden, Rory James, Iwan Apjohn-Williams. 



Under-13 Lady Taverners. 
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How The Jam Fund is helping sick children 
— following the release of 16 red balloons 


PAUL ADAMSON 
released 16 red 
balloons at 

Christmas, beside 
the resting place of 
his son Jamie, who 
inspired The Jam 
Fund. 

The fund has raised 
more than £400,000 and 
helped numerous 

youngsters suffering 
from ill health, as well as 
providing support for 
their families. 

Paul hoped the 
balloons would seek out 
other youngsters across 
the country who needed 
help. 

He said: “When I 
released the balloons last 
Christmas Day, I 
attached tags with a hand 
written note on each one 
asking whoever found 
one to contact me by e- 
mail and the charity 
would try and help any 
child that they wished to 


nominate. 

“The first was 

discovered in Somerset 
near Glastonbury on 

Boxing Day by Tina 
James. I am currently 
trying to find a child to 
donate to in that area. 

“The second was 

found on March 17 in a 
back garden in 

Wimboume, Dorset by a 
lady called Nicola Price. 

“Nicola has a friend 
who also runs a 
leukaemia charity and we 
are liaising to find a child 
there to help.” 

The next balloon 
triggered a surprising 
coincidence. 

Paul explained: “The 
third balloon was found 
in Ferndown Woods, 
Dorset. This is extremely 
coincidental because this 
is where Suzy Charman, 
The Jam Fund’s official 
runner in the London 
Marathon, works on a 
daily basis. 

“I think the odds that a 


Election debate 
in Cowbridge 


THE candidates 
standing in the Vale 
of Glamorgan 
Parliamentary 
election have ben 
invited to an 
election hustings in 
Cowbridge on 
Monday, April 27, 
at 7.30pm in Holy 
Cross Church. 

The ‘question time’ is 


being organised 

by 

Churches Together 

in 

Cowbridge, 

and 

the 

discussion 

will 

be 

chaired by the Rev David 

Boult. 



Questions 

will 

be 


welcomed on all aspects 
of the general election 
campaign. 


Spokeswoman Sue 
Freeland said: “At the 
time of writing this I can 
confirm that Alun Cairns 
(Conservative), Chris 
Elmore (Labour), Ian 
Johnson (Plaid Cymru) 
and David Morgan 
(Liberal Democrats), 
have all confirmed that 
they can attend. Kevin 
Mahoney (UKIP) is 
hoping to be able to 
come. 

“Unfortunately, Alan 
Armstrong (Green) and 
Steve Reed (Cannabis is 
Safer than Alcohol) are 
unable to attend but have 
been invited to send a 
written statement”. 

The husting is free and 
open to all. 


Call goes out 
to kitchen 
gardeners 


AMATEUR 
gardeners and 
allotment holders 
are being invited to 
show off their 
produce this year at 
Bridgend’s biggest 
country fair. 

The Kitchen, Garden 
and Allotment Show will 
be part of the Bridgend 
County Show at Pencoed 
College (July 10-12). 

Spokesman John 
Howley said: “Do you 
ever feel like entering 
one of those ‘traditional’ 
summer allotment and 
gardening shows but are 
put off by the idea of 
aggressive competition? 

“Are you restricted to 
a small back-garden or 
growing on a patio? 
Would you like to just 
take along whatever you 
or your family have 
grown and maybe share 
tips with fellow 
gardeners in a relaxed 
setting? 

“Would you like to 
taste some ‘plot-to-pot’ 


food and sample home¬ 
made wine in the 
company of other like- 
minded folk? 

“If this is you, come 
along to the first-ever 
Bridgend Kitchen, 
Garden and Allotment 
Show. 

“We welcome entries 
from vegetable growers, 
flower arrangers, bakers 
and makers, arts and 
crafters”. 

The County Show, of 
course, has something for 
everyone including :- 
trade stands, craft stalls, 
show jumping, dog show, 
poultry show, rabbits and 
goats - plus this new 
section. 

John Howley said: 
“Programme, entry 
details and further 
information can be 
obtained by email 
(ejohnhowley@btinterne 
t.com). 

“Please note that all 
profits from our part of 
the show will be donated 
to a local registered 
charity”. 



Suzy Charman who is running the London 
Marathon on behalf of The Jam Fund. 




Sara Farrow 
with the red 
balloon tag 
she found. 



Yin, yang, and 
the five elements 


balloon would find its 
way to within a few 
hundred metres of Suzy, 
over 75 miles away, in a 
straight line, is 
incredible! 

“The lady who found 
the balloon is called Sara 
Farrow. She had cancer 
three years ago and is 
originally from the Isle 
of Wight. 

“Sara nominated a 
little girl named Perri 
who is currently in 
Bristol Children’s 

Hospital having 

undergone some very 
traumatic treatment 

against cancer. 

“Pern’s mum and aunt 
have requested The Jam 
Fund finances a ‘Princess 
bedroom makeover’ for 
Perri as a surprise before 
she gets home, which we 
are now in the process of 
doing. 

“In addition, a fourth 
balloon was found in the 
Bournemouth area, a 
distance of 75 miles, by a 
lady named Yvonne 
Thomas. 

“As Suzy has already 
raised over £1,700 we 
will be donating to Perri 
and another two children 
in the Bournemouth area. 
I think the odds of a 
balloon ending up so 
close where The Jam 
Fund runner works are 
huge and I like to believe 
Jamie had a say in it!” 

Recently, the fund has 
been helping families 
who have suffered the 
pain of losing young 
children. 

Paul said: “We are in 
the process of financing 
three headstones for local 
children and hope it will 
bring some comfort to 
the parents and families 
concerned. 

“The charity is also 
donating £1,000 to a 


Saron chapel 
THE service held at 
Saron chapel, 
Treoes on Sunday, 
April 19 was well 
attended by 

residents from 
Treoes, Coychurch, 
Llangan and St 
Mary Hill. 

It was a special 
occasion for Gloria and 
Tom Harry of St Mary 
Hill, as the officiating 
cleric Rev Trevor Harry 
is a close relative. 

Readers of my weekly 
column are aware of the 
problems in raising cash 
for the upkeep of Saron 
chapel and the vestry. A 
100 Club has been 
formed, which will help 
both. This has been met 
with great enthusiasm 
and has received 


local little boy who is 
suffering from muscular 
dystrophy and we are 
donating this sum 
towards a scaled down 
petrol driven jeep vehicle 
which he can drive. 

“I want to also thank 
Paul Mitchell from 
Penarth who has run in 
the Cardiff half marathon 
in the past for the charity 
and is now also running 
in this year’s London 
Marathon having got into 
the event through his 
running club Penarth and 
Dinas Runners.” 

DESTINY 

Suzy, The Jam Fund’s 
runner, told The GEM: “I 
am so pleased that I have 
so far been able to raise 
just over £1,700 for this 
super charity. 

“I have been running 
for about three years now 
and the marathon has 
always been a goal. I was 
lucky enough to be 
introduced to Paul via a 
mutual friend. I have to 
say that I have really 
enjoyed my marathon 
training much more than 
I thought despite the 
early starts on cold, dark 
mornings and the lack of 
wine. 

“The amazing part of 
this story is that three of 
Paul’s balloons made 
their way to my home 
county of Dorset, and 
two of them ended up 
only minutes from my 
place of work. It has to 
be destiny!” 

Suzy takes part in the 
London Marathon on 
Sunday, April 26. 

For more on The Jam 
Fund go to: 

www.jamfund.co.uk/; or 
email: 
Jamfund@sky.com. 


overwhelming support 
from the local 
community. 

Three draws will take 
place, the first draw will 
take place in May; the 
second in October, and 
the third in December. 
Please call Barbara 
Grigg on 01656 650398 
for further information. 

Reminder 

ST Canna’s, Llangan 
will be holding a 
summer fayre on 
Saturday, April 25 at 
10am. Everyone 
welcome. 

Elasto Lane 

THE road leading from 
the Llangan Road to 
the Eferm Goch area 
has become dangerous, 
with many deep 
potholes and slippery 
conditions in rainy 
weather. 


THE April meeting 
of Southerndown 
WI was well 
attended. 

The vice-president, 
Pam, updated everyone 
on current activities, 
including a request from 
Glamorgan Federation 
for people to join various 
sub committees to assist 
with the organisation of 
future events. 

Some time was spent 
discussing the resolution 
that will go forward to 
the Annual Meeting in 
London on June 4. 

For the centenary year, 
the resolution concerns 
‘Failing to Care - 
Assessment of Need in 
Long-term Care’ and 
calls on the government 
to remove the distinction 
between nursing and 
personal care in the 
assessment of the needs 
of individuals. 

Following a vote, it was 
agreed that our delegate 
would vote in favour of 
the resolution at the 
annual meeting. 

Our speaker for the 
evening was one of our 
members, Michele, who 
gave a fascinating talk on 
Chinese medicine. By 
the end of the talk, we 
were all familiar with Yin 
and Yang and the 
interacting relationship 
of the five elements of 
wood, fire, earth, metal 
and water and how each 
element influences 


particular internal organs 
in our body. 

We also learnt how 
specific areas of our 
tongue relate to our heart 
and lungs, our stomach 
or our kidneys and we 
were shown a simple 
relaxation exercise that 
I’m sure we’ve all been 
practising regularly! 

Time, however, did 
not allow for a 
demonstration of 

acupuncture, although 
different techniques were 
explained. Thank you, 
Michele. 

The meeting in May is 
the annual meeting of 
Southerndown WI when 
all committee members 
will stand down and a 
new president and 
committee will be 
appointed. Members are 
encouraged to consider 
joining the committee for 
a year, as it gives 
members a different 
perspective on the WI 
and enables them to use 
their existing skills in a 
new way. 

At the meeting, in St 
Brides Major Church 
Hall at 7.15pm on 
Thursday, May 14, a 
plate supper will be 
provided and we will 
welcome our adviser, 
Marilyn Tucker, who will 
preside over the formal 
part of the meeting. We 
look forward to seeing all 
members on that 
evening. 

PM 


Follow The GEM on 
Twitter - @gem_news 
We’re also on Facebook - 
facebook.com/GlamorganGEM 


COMMUNIIT 

NEWS 

Your local correspondent is 

NANCY DAVIDGE 

“Tynewydd”, Llangan. 
(01656) 860303 

TREOES, LLANGAN 
& ST MARY HILL 



by GEM REPORTER 



Paul releasing the 16 red balloons. 



Award winning Indian sub continental cuisine 

Restaurant & Takeaway 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 

4 COURSE MEAL 

Only £8.50pp 
Mon -Thurs 5.30-7pm 

2 FOR 1 

MON-THURS 

MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pmTAKEAWAY ONLY 

(TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY) 

V 

L ./-_ ;• ._j 

SUNDAY BANQUET 

5 COURSES £8.50 

Midday-11pm 

^T: 0T446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, CF71 7AB 
2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 
Trip Advisor 
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MAN IS JAILED FOR 
SEXUAL OFFENCES 
AGAINST CHILDREN 


A MAN has been jailed for more than 13 
years, following a number of sexual 
offences against young children. 

William Blower (66) from Maesteg, was 
sentenced on Thursday, April 16 for seven counts of 
indecent assault on a child and two offences of 
indecency with a child. He has been placed on the 
Sex Offenders Register for life. 

The offences occurred between July 1971 and 
April 1984. Investigating officer DC Rebecca 
Merchant said: “William Blower’s offending 
spanned 13 years and was of the most serious 
degree. He deliberately took advantage of children 
in order to satisfy his own sexual gratification. 

“The victims have been haunted by what William 
Blower did to them for over 40 years, and they are 
still suffering the psychological effects of his 
actions. 

“We want to take this opportunity to thank the 
victims and witnesses in this case for showing 
tremendous bravery in coming forward after such a 
long time, and then giving evidence against him. 

“It is down to their courage, and their courage 
alone, that he is now facing a long time behind bars.” 

DC Merchant added: “South Wales Police always 
takes every allegation of sexual abuse extremely 
seriously. We hope this conviction serves as an 
important message to people who have been the 
victim of crimes such as these, that they can come 
forward, regardless of when the offence occurred. 

“If you have been a victim, or know someone who 
has been, please get in touch with us on 101 and help 
us bring the offender to justice.” 



Above; 

WILLIAM BLOWER 




Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


8 & 6 wheel 
wagons 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering •All size track 
machinery with drivers 
available • Suppliers of top soil 
• Suppliers of sub soil 
• Suppliers of re-cycled stone 
• Suppliers of quarry stone 

Vale of Glamorgan approved contractors. 
We cover all aspects of tarmac/block paving/ 
concrete slabs & concrete drive/path ways. 
We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 
- For more information please 

call Simon on: f J 

01446 700535 


Man is 
sentenced 
for £40k 
tax fraud 

A self-employed 
construction worker 
from Barry, who 
lied about his 
income in an 
attempt to steal 
£30,000 of income 
tax, has been 
sentenced after an 
investigation by HM 
Revenue and 
Customs. 

Investigators found 
that Ashley Williams, 23, 
put false information on 
his self-assessment tax 
return, so that he could 
fraudulently claim back 
£30,714 in tax. 

He was sentenced to 
eight months 
imprisonment, 
suspended for 18 
months, when he 
appeared at Cardiff 
Crown Court on April 
16. 

Williams must repay 
£8,496 to HMRC, 
including £2,000 within 
21 days, and also 
complete 120 hours of 
unpaid work. 


VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN 
LOCAL ACCESS FORUM 

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST IN 
BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE FORUM 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council is beginning the process of reappointing 
the statutory Local Access Forum, as required under the Countryside and 
Rights of Way Act 2000. The Forum will consist of between 12 and 22 
members. Membership will be for a three year period from the date of the 
first meeting. 

The function of the Forum is to advise the Local Authority, Natural 
Resources Wales and others, as to the improvement of public access to 
land in the area for the purposes of open-air recreation and the 
enjoyment of the area. 

It is anticipated that the first meeting of the reappointed Forum will take 
place in June 2015. Meetings generally take place on a quarterly basis at 
a time and place agreed by the Forum members. It is important that 
members attempt to attend all meetings, as deputies will not be 
permitted. These are unpaid positions but Forum members will be able to 
claim reasonable expenses. 

Any person wishing to be considered for membership can obtain further 
details and an application form by writing to 
Jeff Wyatt, 

Secretary, Local Access Forum, 

Vale of Glamorgan Council, 

Civic Offices, 

Holton Road, 

Barry, CF63 4RU. 

Alternatively, details can be obtained by e-mailing 
jrwyatt@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 
Completed application forms must be 
returned by 8th May, 2015. 
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FROM COWBRIDGE TO LONDON, HOPING 
NOT TO KEEP THE BRIDE WAITING... 

Bridegroom Luke will 
cycle 193 miles, to get 
to the church on time! 



ABOVE (left to right): Freddie Hitchcock; James Mordecai; Julian Hitchcock; Luke English; Martin England; 
Nigel England and Oliver Ladbrooke-Davies are among the group preparing for the cycle ride. 


LUKE ENGLAND 
and fiancee, Harriet 
Clarke, have been 
eagerly looking 
forward to their big 
day, but a boozy 
night out has 
thrown their 

wedding plans up in 
the air! 

Luke’s mother 

Marianne England 
explains: “Having been 
at a Velindre fundraiser, 
we got chatting (after a 
lot of alcohol had been 
consumed!) and decided 
how fantastic it would be 
to be able to cycle to 
London for his wedding, 
all in aid of Velindre. 

“It’s a cause that’s 
very close to our hearts 
so any opportunity to 
raise money for the 
charity is always taken 
up by our close friends. 

“So the groom, family 
and friends will be 
cycling nearly 200 miles 
from Cowbridge to 
London!” 

Luke’s father, Nigel 
England, Julian 

Hitchcock, Ereddie 
Hitchcock, James 

Mordecai, Oliver 

Ladbrooke-Davies, 
Martyn England, Eraser 
Clarke and Josh Clarke 
are charged with making 
sure the groom gets to the 
church on time! 

At 9am on Wednesday, 
April 29, the group will 
enjoy a hearty breakfast 
at the Bear Hotel in 
Cowbridge, before 
setting off on their 
challenge four days 
before the wedding and 
are aiming to arrive the 
day before the ceremony, 
which takes place on 
Saturday, May 2 at 
Eulham Palace. 

Their route takes in 
Day 1: Cowbridge - 
Bath, Day 2: Bath - 
Windsor, Day 3: Windsor 
- Eulham. 

Head of fundraising at 
Velindre, Andrew 
Morris, said: “The 


support Velindre has 
received from the 
Bearback Riders over the 
years has been amazing, 
but this latest exploit is 
truly incredible. 

“Lots of people have 
crazy ideas after a few 
drinks, but very few 


follow it through - we 
are really grateful to 
Luke and Harriet and the 
group for this wonderful 
gesture, and hope lots of 
people will support them 
at the website: 
www.justgiving .com/Lu 
ke-Englandl.” 


Amazingly, the 

cyclists have already 
raised sponsorship of 
£15,000, and more is 
coming in every day! 

Andrew Morris added: 
“Cancer survival rates 
have doubled in the last 
40 years because of 


better treatments and 
earlier detection, helped 
by Velindre’s fundraising 
campaigns.” 

People can show their 
support for the campaign 
by visiting 

www.velindrefundraising 
.com/victoryovercancer. 


fAshdown 


Construction 



We do more than you think! 

If you are looking to extend or modernise your home or 
want a complete new build call us. 



In 8 weeks Ashdown turned a massive old industrial unit into this amazing contemporary 
space. On time, on budget and a joy to work with! Karen and Paula, Barefoot Studio. 

A big thanks for the superb job Ashdown have done with our house extension. You made a 
challenging project look easy! Gareth and Tara Thomas. 

We have been delighted with the skills and services we have received from Ashdown in the 
building of our cabins project, completed to time and the quality expected. We are very 
proud of our building and look forward to Ashdowns next project here. Cowbridge Cabins, 
Johnny Homfray. 


Other projects recently completed: 

Timber frame extension to the Clarence Inn, Brecon • Modernised 5 bedroom 
home, Llandaff North • Picket Pods camp site.* Stables, Sheds, Summerhouses 
and other wooden buildings across the Vale and beyond. 


Tel: 01446 772800 or Mobile 07815 304156 

Unit 32, Vale Business Park, Llandow, Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7PF 


www.ashdown-group.com or www.ashdowncabins.co.uk 
or www.ashdowntimberframe.conn 
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Hard pressed ambulance service’s appeal to time wasters... 

‘Don’t call 999 unless it’s a 
REAL medical emergency!’ 


THE over-stretched Welsh Ambulance 
Service is urging people not to call 999 
“unless it is a real emergency”. 

The service took 19,151 non-urgent calls in the 
last seven months - just 318 of which required an 
ambulance - and none resulted in a patient being 
taken to hospital. 

One woman called 999 because her athlete’s foot 
infection had worsened, and a man wanted dental 
work for two broken teeth! 

Other examples of time-wasting calls: 

" Athletes foot infection - worsened,’’ August 2014, 
Conwy. 

"Two cotton buds stuck in ear’ November 2014, 
Cardiff. 

"Dancing too much - sprained ankle’ September 


2014, Llandudno. 

"Got two broken teeth - wants dental work,’ 
December 2014, Dolgellau. 

"Tried to eat a scotch bonnet chilli pepper, face 
burning,’ October 2014, Pontypool. 

"Male feeling knackered,’ September 2014, 
Abergele. 

"Hasn’t had any food since yesterday and feeling 
sick,’ December 2014, Pentre (Rhondda Cynon Taf). 

"Has trouble to walk, blisters on feet,’ August 
2014, Cardiff. 

"Had tooth out and now in pain,’ November 2014, 
Pontypridd. 

Richard Lee, the Trust’s Head of Clinical 
Services, said: “The Trust is taking steps to ensure 
that patients only travel to hospital when absolutely 
necessary and are referred on to the right part of 


NHS Wales, where this is safe and clinically 
appropriate. 

“While the majority of calls we receive via 999 
are entirely appropriate, we also take some non- 
essential calls from people with colds, toothache, 
back ache and other minor conditions. 

“Calls of this type put people's lives at risk as the 
ambulance attending that patient is not available for 
a serious road accident, heart attack or stroke. 

“For advice and treatment of most illnesses, visit 
your GP, or call NHS Direct Wales on 0845 46 47 for 
confidential health advice and information. NHS 
Direct Wales is available 24 hours a day, 365 days 
per year. 

""Please remember to only dial 999 in a life- 
threatening emergency, if someone is seriously ill or 
injured or their life is at risk.” 


Special family fun 
day at Ysgol y Deri 


FAMILIES with 
disabled children in 
the Vale enjoyed 
activities during the 
sport and play 
family fun day at 
Ysgol y Deri over 
the Easter holidays. 

The Vale Council’s 
Sport and Play team 
joined forces with the 
Family Information 
Service and Ysgol y Deri, 
which is part of Penarth 
Learning Community, to 


provide a day of sport 
and play activities for 
families whose children 
attend schools in the 
Vale. 

Over 40 families took 
part in clay modelling, 
flower pot decorating, 
and a range of sports. 

The Really Wild Show 
was also on hand with a 
range of animals, 
encouraging children to 
hold them whilefinding 
out about their natural 
habitats. 


‘More allotments 
are needed’ - says 
local councillor 


PLAID Cymru 
councillor Ian 
Johnson has called 
on the Vale of 
Glamorgan to 
increase its supply 
of allotments as 
recently published 
figures show more 
than 700 on waiting 
lists for Vale 
allotment space - 
with more than 600 
of those in Barry. 

He said: “The Vale 
Council has more than 
700 names on its 
allotment waiting list. 


with more than 600 in 
Barry alone. 

“Allotments help us 
with sustainability in the 
environment. They are 
green lungs in an urban 
environment, and can 
reduce waste from 
packaging and food 
miles from farm to fork. 

“Gardening can also 
help improve mental as 
well as physical well¬ 
being and help people to 
live an active and healthy 
lifestyle, whatever their 
age. 

“It is important that 
the council meets this 
currently unmet need in 
Barry.” 


One of the aims was to 
introduce families to its 
school and the facilities. 

The state-of-the art 
sports hall, includes a 
floor that lifts up to 
reveal a number of 
trampolines. 

There was also an 
opportunity for the 
children to see how hard 
they could strike a 
football with Powershot 
Wales, who presented 
medals and prizes to the 
children who took part. 

One parent said: 
“Thank you so much for 
such a lovely family day. 
It was so lovely to see my 
child so happy in school 
and for his sisters to see 
his school and have fun 
with him. These sorts of 
experiences are 

invaluable in raising his 
self-esteem and attitude 
towards school.” 

The Family Fun Day 
was helped by funding 
from the Vale Council, 
Welsh Government 

Securing Play 

Opportunities funding 
and the Out Of School 
grant scheme, all of 

which were key in 

making the day a 

success. 

For more information 
on Disability Sport and 
Play Opportunities, visit 
www.valeofglamorgan .g 
ov.uk/sportsandplay or 
call 01446 704748. 


HD Computer Solutions 




] 


Computer & Laptop Repairs 

Virus Removal • Data Recovery 
Internet & Email Solutions 
Networking 


Call 01446 333330 


Thinking of upgrading? We can help! Call us for advice. 
Fast, reliable local service covering Cowbridge, Llantwit 
Major, Barry, Penarth and Bridgend. 

We come to you, home or office. 


No fix No fee 


EASTER EGG HUNT 
CRACKS RECORD! 


EASTER sunshine 
saw a record 
number of families 
taking part in the 
Easter Egg Trial at 
Cosmeston Lakes 
and Porthkerry 
Country Parks, 
when over 1,300 
eager Easter egg 
hunters visited the 
two parks across 
the weekend. 

Participants collected 
their maps, found the 
Easter egg posts, and 
answered the 10 
questions to complete 


NEWS IN 
BRIEF 

Volunteer 

befrienders 

IF you are an older 
person who feels 
isolated in Llantwit 
Major, Cowbridge and 
the western Vale, Age 
Connects Cardiff and 
the Vale Good 
Neighbours can help 
with volunteer 
befrienders, a regular 
phone-link contact, 
and some transport 
needs. 

The Llantwit Major 
office is open on 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday between 
10am and 1pm. for all 
enquiries; or phone 
Bridget Palmer, 
Volunteer Coordinator 
on 01446 795549 (email 
bridge! .palmer @ agecon 
nectscardiff.org .uk). 

Spring market 

HIGH Street traders 
in Barry are holding a 
spring market on 
Saturday, May 16. 

It runs from 10am to 
4pm. 

For more 

information, call either 
01446 677010, or 01446 
704788. 

‘Sing for 
water’ 

A MASSED choir of 
700 singers will come 
together to help 
transform lives in 
Ghana - by ‘singing 
for water’ at an event 
on Roald Dahl Plas 
(the Oval Basin, 
Cardiff Bay) on 
Sunday, May 31. 

For more information 
and to take part, see 
www.singforwatercardijf 
■org. 


the trail and claim their 
bag of chocolate 
goodies. 

The Easter egg hunt 
trail, which has been 
held at Cosmeston 
Lakes and Porthkerry 
for the last four years, 
has become more and 
more successful each 
year. 


Aaron Jones, park 
ranger, said: “This year 
was such a success, and 
we’d like to say a huge 
thank you to everyone 
who took part. 

“We look forward to 
holding the Easter trail 
again next year for all 
you egg hunters!” 


Daffodil Week 
boost for Marie 
Curie charity 



VAL FINUCANE organised the Daffodil 
Week collections in Cowbridge and the rest 
of the Vale, with collecting boxes left with 
many shops, coffee shops and pubs. She 
believes that this year will produce a record 
result. 

Caffe Nero of Cowbridge were the winners after 
collecting over £90. 

The photo shows a representative of Caffe Nero 
being presented with a prize by the committee 
chairman of the Cowbridge fundraising group. 


<;0 MUCH 
FOR 



Lift 

and Rise 
Chairs 

at a fraction of the 
cost of Mobility centres 


VAT Free* 

*AJi CMStocners with 
HobaAty kMUcs qualify 


Available for 
next day delivery!!! 

• Single motor lift & tilt 

from £333.2^ 

• Dual motor lift & tilt 

from £ 416 . 63 * 

• Leather dual motor 
lift & tilt £ 583 . 29 * 

•Adjustable beds 
from £ 383 . 29 * 

*V0^^ UT f a pnoe far fhow 


10% OFF 

cirpet order 
any mobii^ 
purchased 


Urn I 
I M 

Hr Cftl 

£) 14*41 

SATNAV CF7I 7FA 




wwwthqplaccforbooicshd.cauk 
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Vale parliamentary candidates 
explain why they should be 
elected the local MP on May 7 

f s 



^nBl 

U IV vlVfl 

S iMiPS 

by ALAN ARMSTRONG, 

THE GREEN PARTY 

by ALUN CAIRNS, WELSH 
CONSERVATIVE PARTY 

by CHRIS ELMORE, 

WELSH LABOUR C 

by IAN JOHNSON, PLAID 
YMRU, THE PARTY OF WALES 


Global warming could have devastating 
effects for future generations. To avoid 
this requires urgent action, otherwise, 
within 50 years, the UK could face 
catastrophic consequences. Concern for 
future generations is the reason I am 
standing in this election. 

The Green Party is the only party that appreciates 
the need for radical change. The party has a 
cohesive set of policies designed to achieve a 
sustainable society characterised by social justice, a 
fair distribution of resources, and based on a clean- 
energy economy. 

On a personal note, I have had a long career in 
social work. I am skilled at helping people resolve 
problems. As your MP, I would work hard to address 
the problems that adversely affect your well-being. 

If you share my concerns for the future, and want 
an MP who will raise these concerns at the highest 
level, while meeting the needs of his constituents, 
vote for me. 


It has been a privilege to serve the 
constituents of the Vale of Glamorgan 
since being elected in 2010.1 have tried to 
achieve two main objectives locally - 
champion the area, and help local people 
who have been let down by the system. 

Recently, I played a central role in securing the 
new fairground as part of the regeneration of Barry 
Island. I pushed hard to secure the deal, because I 
was certain that it would deliver such a major jobs 
boost for Barry and the wider Vale. 

In the space of just a few weeks, we have seen an 
incredible start to the season, and it is just the start. 

I have had the opportunity to help, often in a small 
way, many wonderful people over the past five 
years. 

If I am re-elected on May 7, I will continue to 
offer my support to my fellow residents in the Vale, 
no matter what the issue may be. 


I’m standing to be your MP to make the 
Vale a fairer place. With 10,000 residents 
being supported by foodbanks and the 
poorest in our society being hit with a VAT 
rise and the ‘bedroom tax’, things need to 
change. 

A Labour Government will scrap the bedroom 
tax, freeze energy bills until 2017, raise the 
minimum wage, and cut taxes for those on low and 
middle incomes. 

I moved to Barry when I was a teenager, and have 
stayed here ever since. Being active in the 
community is important to me; I am chair of trustees 
at the Barry YMCA, a school governor, and work 
with groups such as Communities First and Flying 
Start. I started my life training as a butcher; I now 
work full time representing my local area as a 
councillor. 

I will be a strong local voice for the Vale. Vote 
Labour for a fairer future. 


Plaid Cymru wants to see a successful 
Wales and a prosperous Vale of 
Glamorgan. 

We will ensure that Wales gets the same deal as 
Scotland. That would mean an extra £1.2 billion 
pounds per year - £400 extra for every person in 
Wales - to improve our public services. With this 
money we can save and strengthen our NHS by 
training and recruiting more doctors and nurses. 

We want to see investment in services, not cuts; 
and an end to the cruel ‘bedroom tax’ that affects 
almost 1,000 families in the Vale. 

Having made Barry a regeneration town when in 
government. Plaid Cymru will prioritise investment 
in Barry to create jobs and opportunities on Barry 
Island, the Waterfront, Holton Road and the High 
Street. 

Plaid Cymru has opposed housing over¬ 
development in the Vale’s Local Development Plan, 
pushed for a moratorium on fracking, and fought 
against cuts to library services. 







by KEVIN MAHONEY 
UKIP 


As the only Vale councillor to refuse all pay 
rises since being elected, as well as taking a 
further substantial, voluntary cut to my 
allowance, in empathy with council and 
private sector workers who are undergoing 
reductions in hours and wages, I feel I have 
shown my independence and determination 
to represent Vale residents’ interests, rather 
than myself. 

UKIP’s main policies include a sensible, points- 
based immigration system, ending mass, uncontrolled 
immigration, which creates unsustainable pressures on 
housing, health, education and social welfare budgets. 

We would scrap the unfair ‘bedroom tax’ and zero- 
hour contracts. We are the one party to stand up and 
support, by practical costed measures, our Armed 
Forces, while in service, and their continued welfare 
and wellbeing after leaving the Forces. 

UKIP believes money raised in this country needs 
to be spent here, helping improve the lives of the 
people who earned and raised that money. 



by DAVID MORGAN, 
WELSH LIBERAL DEMOCRATS 


Liberal Democrats in Government have 
cut income tax by £800 for over a million 
workers. 

We’ve also ensured the biggest ever rise in the 
state pension via our triple-lock. 

We’ve provided funding for schools via the pupil 
premium/pupil deprivation grant and already 
provided up to £2,000 tax-free for child care. 

In future, we’II protect the education budget from 
cradle to college, and increase the NHS budget by 
£8 billion, so Wales can also benefit. 

In Government, we will balance the budget by 
2018, cut income tax by a further £400, ensure more 
nurses on the wards, provide better mental health 
services, and an increased budget for the NHS. 

We will extend the pupil premium/PDG to £2,500 
per pupil, and deliver on fairer funding and 
devolved powers to Wales. 



by STEVEN REED, CANNABIS 
IS SAFER THAN ALCOHOL 

I represent the Cannabis Is Safer Than Alcohol 
Party (CISTA), which campaigns for a Royal 
Commission to review UK cannabis law. 

We support a harm-reduction programme, seeking a 
regulated market to protect cannabis users from 
contact with criminal gangs that supply hard drugs. 

Taxing cannabis sales could raise £1 billion to fund 
drug education programmes, police and the NHS; 85 
per cent of voters believe the war on drugs is failing, 
costing lives, and criminalising otherwise good 
citizens. 

To be your MP will be a privilege. MPs should only 
be paid for attendance in Parliament - no holiday/sick 
pay/pension. 

For: EU referendum; proportional representation; 
minimum wage £8 per hour; road and rail investment; 
increased budgets for Armed Services, NHS, police 
and social housing. 

Against: HS2, Trident, library cuts, tax evasion, 
zero hour contracts, ‘bedroom tax’, poverty. 

I will fight for all angry voters demanding change 

Vote CISTA. 


Performers 
head for Dance 
World Cup 

HUW BOUCHER, (12) from Penarth, 
won a gold medal for his ballet solo at the 
Bristol Eisteddfod. 

He also won a trophy for the highest marks which 
entered him into the semi finals of the All England 
competition where he will be joined by Alys 
Thomas. 

Huw is a pupil of Moya Vahey School of Russian 
Classical Ballet based in BIJOU, Cowbridge. Alys is 
trained by Ella Morgan in Pontyclun. 

Both dancers are part of Team Wales who have 
reached the final of the Dance World Cup which 
takes place in Romania at the end of June. 

Team Wales are very grateful for the money raised 
by the staff at the Co-Op in Cowbridge, Watts & 
Morgan and Cowbridge Rotary club. 

MV 

NEWS IN BRIEF 

Elijah concert 

CARDIFF Bach Choir with New Bristol Sinfonia 
will perform Elijah by Felix Mendelssohn on 
April 25 (7.30pm) at Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama, with conductor Tim Taylor 
and Paul Carey Jones as Elijah. Tickets available 
on 029 2039 1391. 

RNLI campaign 

MAY 1, 2 and 3 will see the launch of a 
nationwide campaign in aid of the RNLI when 
events will be taking place througout the country. 

In Penarth there will be collections in the town 
centre and seafront on the Friday and Saturday, and 
there will be a 5km charity walk around Penarth on 
Sunday. To participate or assist, contact 
rnlipenarth@hotmail.com. 
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Have Blooming Great Tea 
Party for Marie Curie... 


EVERYONE living 
with a terminal 
illness should have 
access to high 
quality care and 
support, which 
meets all of their 
needs. Marie Curie 
want people to be 
able to get the most 
from the time they 
have left. 

The charity is for 
people living with cancer 
or any other terminal 
illness and their families. 

The right care and 
support at the right time 
can make all the 
difference. 

There are more than 
140 Marie Curie nurses 
working in Wales, caring 


for around 2,300 
terminally ill people and 
their families in their 
homes each year, with 
nearly 2,000 Marie Curie 
nurses working across 
the UK. 

These nurses work 
night and day, in people’s 
homes, providing hands- 
on care and vital 
emotional support. 

The Marie Curie 
Hospice in Penarth cares 
for around 1,200 people 
each year, some staying 
in the hospice for 
specialist round-the- 
clock care, others coming 
in for the day to use the 
hospice’s services. 

The charity also 
supports people 

throughout their illness 
by giving practical 


information and 

guidance, support from 
trained volunteers and 
being there when 
someone wants to talk. 

Not least, they are a 
leader in research into 
better care for terminally 
ill people, a major centre 
is the Marie Curie 
Palliative Care Research 
Centre, Cardiff. 

Over the last 60 years, 
they have helped 
hundreds of thousands of 
people and families. The 
ageing population means 
more and more people 
are living with a terminal 
illness. 

Even now, carers say 
seven out of every 10 
people with a terminal 
illness don’t get all the 
care and support they 


Music in Hospitals set 
to return to the wards! 


MUSIC IN HOSPITALS is 
returning to Cardiff and Vale 
University Health Board for the 
second year running. 

It sets out to improve the quality of 
life of adults with all kinds of illness 
and disability in hospitals, hospices, 
day care centres and nursing homes 
through the joy and therapeutic 
benefits of professionally performed 
live music. 

Robert Aitken CBE, Director, Music 
in Hospitals Wales, said: “It is always 
a pleasure to work with people who 
value the importance of integrating the 
arts into healthcare, ultimately 
enhancing the patient experience. We 
hope to continue our partnership with 
Cardiff and Vale Health charity for 


many years to come.” 

Simone Joslyn, Clinical Project 
Lead, said: “We aim to bring music to 
patients, in particular vulnerable 
adults and young people, especially 
those who really appreciate some 
distraction on wards as they are often 
unable to leave. Music helps boost 
patient and staff morale. 

“It’s great to see patients and 
visitors enjoying themselves, tapping 
along to the beat of the music and 
getting involved in the performance.” 

Concerts will take place throughout 
the year at St David’s Hospital, Barry 
Hospital, University Hospital of Wales, 
Whitchurch Hospital, lorwerth Jones 
Centre, Rookwood Hospital, and 
University Hospital, Llandough. 


need. Marie Curie do not 
think that’s good enough. 
They think more has to 
be done and are asking 
for your support to make 
that possible. 

Could you host or 
attend a Blooming Great 
Tea Party between June 
20 and 29 to raise funds 
for the charity at your 
house, a friend’s house or 
anywhere you like? 

Last year, the 
Blooming Great Tea 
Party raised £667,000 
across the UK, which 
paid for 33,350 hours of 
vital nursing care. 

You can sign up to host 
your Blooming Great Tea 
Party at 

www.mariecurie .org .uk/t 
eatime; you can also 
contact the West Wales 
fundraising office on 
01554 759071 or 

westwalesfundraising @ 
mariecurie.org.uk for 
advice. 

Please share your 
event details, photos with 
them or get involved on 
social media using 
#BloomingGreat. 

To get help from the 
Marie Curie Nursing 
Service, talk to your GP, 
district nurse or 
discharge nurse. For 
other support, visit 
www.mariecurie.org.uk 
or the Marie Curie 
Support Line 0800 090 
2309 (open 9am to 5pm 
Monday to Friday - calls 
from landlines are free, 
but there may be a 
charge if you ’re calling 
from a mobile). 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don't roplaco tHo Framos... Just tho Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or kocks? 
Went The l^itest Energy Spying G baa? 

All GJasng Backed By Our 

5 Year Mamafacturers Qeiarantee 
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lOLO’S DRUMMING MARATHON 
PAYS OFF FOR WATER CHARITY 


Report by PHILIP IRWIN 


lOLO WHELAN, 
the Vale musician 
who marked his 
40th birthday by 
drumming non-stop 
for 40 hours - is 
now happily 

recovering - helped 
by the knowledge 
that he has almost 
doubled his 

fundraising target! 

lolo played drums and 
percussion for 40 hours, 
from Sam on Friday, 
April 17, until midnight 
on April 18. 

His sister Luned said: 
“He declared himself to 
be feeling great, and 
proceeded to have a 
dance with his wife 
Rachel, who was the first 
to congratulate him at the 
end of the challenge. 

“He would like to 
thank all the team who 
helped him before, 
during and after the 
event, and everyone who 
has supported the cause 
of his chosen charity, 
WaterAid in many 
different ways. 

“The running total 


now is over £7,000 and is 
still rising. lolo reached 
his target of £4,000 
shortly before midnight 
on Saturday, which was a 
cause for great 
celebration among the 
audience!” 

lolo’s marathon took 
place in a unique 
location, in a roundhouse 
in the St Hilary area 
(right). lolo told The 
GEM: “When we 

finished university, I and 
three friends decided to 
build an Iron Age 
roundhouse, using as 
many traditional 

materials as possible.” 

When they completed 
the task, rather than rest 
on their laurels, they 
decided they could do 
better, so they knocked it 
down, started again and 
built the existing 
structure. 

It made for a unique 
venue for an occasion 
where lolo was joined (at 
various times) by friends 
and family from around 
the Vale. 

It is still possible to 
donate, to the address 
WWW.just giving .com/The 
BigBash2015. 



LLANCARFAN JUMBLE SALE 

LLANCARFAN Ladies Tuesday Club are holding 
their annual jumble sale (raising cash for local 
charities) on April 25 at 1.30pm (no entrance fee) 
in Llancarfan village hall. 

There will be a wide selection of good quality 
clothes, household, bric-a-brac, jewellery, toys and 
plants. 


Beer is named after 
marathon man Mark 


RIGHT: 

Mark Ley with his 
Marathon Man^ beer. 

BRAINS Brewery is 
set to release a 
limited edition beer 
to raise funds for its 
nominated charity, 
Tenovus Cancer 
Care. 

Marathon Man is 
named in honour of 
Mark Ley, people trainer 
at Brains, who will run 
this year’s London 
Marathon in support of 
the charity. 





V 


complete care solutions 


Exceeding your 
expectations... 


AWARD WINNING 

Quality Care at Competitive Prices 

From simple help in the home to 24 hour care, 

we can help you to keep your independence. 

Serving the Vale and surrounding areas for 14 years! 

Tailor made plans to suit your individual needs and budgets. 
For a no-obligation assessment and quote please call us. 

STAFF: WE WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM MOTIVATED, 
QUALIFIED NURSES AND EXPERIENCED CARE STAFF. 


O : it 


01656 863963 

Our staff have been winners or finalists of Care Forum 
Wales Awards nearly every year since its inception in 2000 


The beer Mark helped 
to create, is a 4.3 per 
cent American-style 
brown ale brewed at 
Brains’ craft brewing 
extension Brains Craft 
Brewery. It will be 
stocked for a limited 
period in a selection of 
Brains’ own pubs, 
starting with the Yard in 
Cardiff this week, and 
25p from every pint sold 
will be donated to the 
charity. 

Mark explained: “I 
am so happy that I was 
able to brew a beer in 
our Craft Brewery, and 
even happier that there 
will be a donation from 
sales of Marathon Man 
to Tenovus Cancer Care. 
Brewing the beer with 
our head brewer Bill 
Dobson was such a great 
experience, and the beer 
is looking and tasting 
great! 

“Training for the 
marathon has been hard 
but I am really looking 
forward to running the 
London Marathon and 
hope to make a great 
contribution to Brains’ 
fundraising effort for 
Tenovus Cancer Care.” 


Folk music 
workshops 

THERE will be folk 
music workshops at 
Dinas Powys Fringe 
Festival on May 27. 

Starting at flam, 
Andy Clarke and Steve 
Tyler will be at the 
Murchfield Community 
Centre, Sunnycroft 
Lane, Dinas Powys, for 
the day. 

There is also a 
folk/acoustic concert in 
the evening with Andy 
and Steve, Tom Fitton 
and Slipstone (Huw 
Chidgey and Mel 
Carew). 

The workshops are 
free but places need to 
be booked on 07765 
513424, 

www.ticketsource .co .uk/ 
murchfieldcommunityce 
ntre. 

Shadows Club 

THE South Wales 
Shadows Club’s 

meeting is on May 12, 
in the Conservative 
Club, Stanwell Road, 
Penarth (Telephone 
02920 309979). 



ABOVE: Just over 27 hours into the challenge and lolo is 
still going strong. Photograph by Mandy Thomas 
(wwwmandythomasphotography.co.uk). 


Olympian Jamie will 
lead next Mair’s Walk 


HUNDREDS of 
walkers are set to 
embark on the 
ninth annual 
‘Mair’s Walk’ on 
Sunday, June 7 at 
Ham, to raise 
funds for the 
Stepping Stones 
Appeal, supporting 
lung cancer 
research at 
Velindre Cancer 
Centre. 

This popular three- 
mile walk takes in 
stunning scenery from 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre, through 
Newbridge Lields and 
the village of Merthyr 
Mawr, before ending 
the other side of the 
stepping stones crossing 
the river. It will be led 
by former Welsh and 
Olympic athlete Jamie 
Baulch. 

Into its ninth year, the 
annual walk has raised 
£182,000, which has 
been key to funding 
specialised equipment 
and procedures at 
Velindre Cancer Centre 
that wouldn’t have been 
possible without the 
fundraising efforts. 

The walk is the 
brainchild of Mair ap 
Gruffudd, who had lung 
cancer and felt she 
needed to give 
something back to 


Velindre Cancer Centre 
after receiving excellent 
care. 

On speaking to her 
oncologist. Dr Jason 
Lester, the Stepping 
Stones Appeal was 
bom - taking its name 
from the fact that each 
step from diagnosis and 
treatment to finding a 
cure is a stepping stone, 
as well as the walk 
finishing up at the 
stepping stones at 
Ogmore Larm, Ogmore- 
by-Sea. 

The afternoon is 
filled with entertainment 
for the whole family 
including music, hog 
roast, bouncy castle, 
face painting, a bar, 
raffle and much more! 

Register by May 1 to 
receive a free walk t- 


shirt. Entry is £10 per 
person and children 
under 16 are free. Lancy 
dress is optional and 
there is a prize for the 
best outfit. 

Entry forms are 
available from: The 
Bridgend Loot Clinic, 5 
Nolton Street, Bridgend 
CL311BX, telephone 
01656 766446; James 
Mordecau, HRT Estate 
Agents, The Tool 
House, 1 Derwen Road, 
Bridgend CL31 ILH; or 
book online at: 
www.velindrefundraisin 
g .com/bookonline. 

You can also register 
on the day of the walk. 
Registration will be 
open from 9.30am at 
Bridgend Recreation 
Centre. 



r 

Scott Wroe 

Heatins Centre ^ 
Tel. 02920 707760 

1 Station Approach 
Penarth 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(Free parking opposite the Centre) 


Your Local Hearing Centre 

• The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• Hearing Tests 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

• The world’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak & Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all 
makes and models 

• Home visits available 
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Choose any 4 double glazed windows, 

any coloured composite front door, plus 7 metres 

of fascia, soffit and guttering for ONLY £3,999. 

You pay ONLY £83.95 per month for 60 months 
9.9% typical APR. 



OFFER ENDS SUNDAY 10TH MAY - CALL US TODAY! 


e ^ ^ 7 T lOB 


T^e^one. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ View our full product range at 

0800 322 322 www.g2swales.co.uk 

Unit 1, York Park, Chepstow Rd, Bridgend Ind. Estate Bridgend CF31 3TB. Open 6 days a week. 


bZl WINDOWS l2[ DOORS 0 CONSERVATORIES I2I NO DEPOSITS ^ FINANCE AVAILABLE 
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MPN’s Best in Wales for the fourth time! 

...Six-times World Snooker Champion presents award 

Locai home improvement company. MPN Winck)w$ has orKe again 
been named Best in Wales' for customer satisfaction, meaning 
the familyrun company has now collected this award an impressne 
four times! 

MPN's trophy comes from the independent window installers' 
organisation Network VEKA, a unique, sectoral standards 
organisation that onty accepts the very best, most professional 
window and door companies, and then makes sure they stay the 
best. All prospective members undergo rigorous vetting before 
being accepted and must ag^e to regular audits and training, m 
this way. Network VEKA can be so confident m the quality of Its 
members’ work that every one is aWe to offer the organisation's 
ten year msurancehacked guarantee. 


The results are calculated from the customer satisfaction feedback 
of nearly 16.000 households across Britain and Ireland: every 
customer of every member company for the whole year. 

The trophy was presented at Network VEKA's ACM in Stratford- 
uporvAvon. by the organisatKxi s Brand Ambassador Steve Oevis. 

The Six Times World Snooker Champion told the MPN team: ** As 
a Network VEKA member, you are competing against the best of 
the best« so to win Best in Wales' for a fourth time really is a 
fantastic achievement. Ybur customers obviously appreciate all 
your hard work.* 

Pictured: Melanie and Paul Webster with Steve Davis. 


Up to 50% off 

this April on 
Windows, Doors & 
Conservatories 
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UP TO 50‘7o OFF 

- CONSERVATORIES - 

SALE 
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UP TO 50% SALES HOTLINE 

\ VTADC / TEL: Cardiff: 02920 508770 .' sminnuic nnna^'v 


YF.ARS 


TEL: Cardiff: 02920 508770 
Bridgend: 01656 349515 
Barry: 01446 439212 
Swansea: 01792 359244 

‘At spooiol offers terms end coodlOont oppfir* 
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M.P.N 

ACONKRWnMES, 
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Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BB.1EF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Coirahridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tmdlenew5XO.uk 
LETTEZZ15 AIin> MUSIT INCLXWE FULL ADDRESS 

AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER 

IMPORTAllT: We reserve the ri^t to echt all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain clrcumstances)pvotect a writer’s identity, if requested. 

‘Congratulations to Vale’s talented youngsters...’ 

An outstanding 
musical triumph 
for local schools 


I WOULD like to congratulate the 
young people of the Vale of 
Glamorgan who have yet again 
won national recognition for their 
outstanding success in the field of 
music. 

Saturday night saw Ysgol lolo 
Morgannwg win the finals of a 
competition to find the best primary 
school choir in Wales. The standard of 
all the choirs in the final on S4C was 
absolutely amazing, but the performance 
of our own Welsh medium school was 
flawless - a great success following their 
win as best choir on Songs of Praise. 

The choir Heol y March followed this 


by winning the senior choir competition 
staged by S4C on Sunday evening . 

These young singers were again from 
The Vale of Glamorgan. The conductor 
of both these choirs was Eleri Roberts, 
and how fortunate are we to have such 
an eminent music teacher to work with 
our young people in the Vale. We owe 
her a great deal. 

If you have never heard either of these 
wonderful choirs, look out for any 
possible occasions to hear them that 
might arise! 

My thanks to all involved in two 
evenings of superb entertainment. 

Gwen Baty, 

Cowbridge. 


Is this the future 
for our NHS? 


Who creates 
the wealth? 


the 

gat 

the forefront of the 
general election 
debate, it was 
interesting that on a 
recent visit to my 
GP’s surgery to 
find that the list of 
private health 
charges had been 
moved from an 
obscure part of the 
waiting room to a 
very prominent 
position. 

This new, 
highlighted, notice 
advertised the present 


charges for private 
treatment, examples of 
which were consultation 
with either doctor or 
nurse... 10 minutes £30, 
15 minutes £45, 30 
minutes £90, and a 
home visit £100. 

Could this notice 
reflect how GPs view 
the future of the Health 
Service, as they are all 
private practices 
funded, at present, by 
the NHS. 

Think carefully how 
you use your vote, as 
the NHS is facing a 
very uncertain future. 

CW Wright, 

Barry. 


N the 19th 
century, because 
he owned some 
south Wales coal 
mines and Cardiff 
docks, the Marquis 
of Bute made more 
money out of every 
ton of coal exported 
than all the miners 
and dockers 
involved put 
together. 

Since he also owned 
a vast number of homes 
in Cardiff, for which 
citizens paid rent all 
their lives, dying as poor 
as when they were born, 
he prospered hugely. 


And we all know how 
he chose to spend all 
that wealth which had 
been torn from beneath 
the earth. 

This is what 
Conservatives seek to 
conserve today - that 
the ‘Super Rich’ shall 
control society, to the 
detriment of all the rest 
of us. 

If you are foolish 
enough to believe such 
irrational economics, 
then the Marquis, like 
today’s Super Rich, is 
the ‘Wealth Creator’, 
not the miners who 
risked their lives 
digging coal. 

Neville Westerman, 
Brynna. 



NEWS IN BRIEF 


Parkinson’s 
group sessions 

THE first self-management 
group by Parkinson’s UK will 
launch in Bridgend on Tuesday, 
June 2, with one session per 
week for six weeks (from 1pm - 
3.30pm) at the Care & Repair 
offices, Brocastle Manor. 

People with Parkinson’s, 
partner or carer ,can meet like- 
minded people, to discuss daily 
living with Parkinson’s. 

The sessions are free of charge, 
but participants must book a place 
by calling 02079 633924, or email 
selfmanagement@parkinsons .org. 
uk. 

Defibrillator 

training 

A defibrillator is to be donated 
to The Paget Rooms in Penarth 
by Welsh Hearts/Calonnau 
Cymru, The Heart Charity for 


Wales, which is holding a free 
CPR and defibrillator training 
session at the Paget Rooms on 
Tuesday, June 9 (7pm to 9pm). 

“Welsh Hearts, in partnership 
with strategic partners, aims to 
equip people with emergency 
vital life saving skills and the 
knowledge and actions that could 
save a life,” a spokesperson 
explains. 

“Training will be given in CPR 
(Cardiopulmonary Resusitation), 
a first aid technique that is a 
combination of rescue breaths 
and chest compressions and 
training on how to use a 
defibrillator - a life saving 
machine used to shock a person’s 
heart back into its normal 
rhythum after a cardiac arrest.” 

For more information, contact 
Welsh Hearts on 02920 786521 
or email 

fundraising® welshhearts .org. 


CCTV 
arrests in 
the Vale 

THE Vale of Glamorgan 
Councils CCTV team 
contacted police a total of 
36 times during the week 
ending April 19. 

On April 14, one person was 
arrested on Boverton Road in 
Llantwit Major for allegedly 
driving while disqualified. On the 
same day an arrest was made on 
Bassett Street in Barry 
concerning theft. 

On April 16 one person was 
arrested on Holton Road, Barry, 
also concerning theft. 

On April 19 one person was 
cautioned over possession of 
cannabis on Gladstone Road, 
Barry. 


Chance to show off your garden 



and the lighter 
evenings here to 
stay, I wanted to 
encourage your 
readers to get back 
in their gardens 
over the months 
ahead in order to 
make the most of 
their outdoor 
spaces. 

I have been gardening 
for over 50 years and 
love nothing more than 
spending a few hours 
pottering around in the 
garden or allotment, 
making the most of these 
wonderful spring 
evenings. 

With the great 


outdoors very much in 
mind, I have recently 
collaborated with 
National Trust Wales, 
who have just launched 
a new national 
competition called 
#NTWalesGardenProud, 
which aims to get people 
across the Vale to 
showcase and share their 
outdoor spaces via social 
media channels, 
including Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 

To win an exclusive 
half-day consultation 
with a National Trust 
Wales gardener, as well 
as a whole host of other 
‘money can’t buy’ 
National Trust Wales 
prizes, all your readers 
need to do is simply 
submit photos of their 
outdoor spaces by 
posting to Facebook, 


Twitter or Instagram 
using the hashtag 
#NTWalesGardenProud. 
Alternatively, email 
entries to 

gardenproud@workingw 

ord.co.uk 

Why not pop along 


one day to Dyffryn 
Gardens to see the 
beautiful grounds bloom 
into life and get some 
inspiration for your next 
gardening project? 

Terry Walton, 

BBC Radio Wales. 


‘Take your dog poo 
home with you!’ 

1 WOULD like to dispel the myth that 
there is a dog poo fairy. If you pick 
up your dog mess in a black tie 
plastic bag in the Maes Glas area, please 
take it home with you. 

Dumping it on people’s front gardens is 
unacceptable; why should someone else be 
responsible for it? It is your responsibility! 

You have gone to the trouble of picking the mess 
up; deal with it with consideration for others. 

Chris Goring, 

Barry. 
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ELERI’S BOYS AND GIRLS SING OUT 
AND DO DOUBLE IN ABERYSTWYTH 


IN a stunning 
weekend for local 
choral singing, two 
young choirs with 
strong Cowbridge 
connections won 
two national 

competitions on 
S4C - and both 
were conducted by 
Eleri Roberts from 
Welsh St Donats! 
writes PHILIP 
IRWIN 

First, on Saturday, 
April 18, the school choir 
from Y sgol lolo 
Morganwg became the 
top primary school choir 
in Wales in S4C’s Cor 
Cymru Cynradd 2015. 

This followed on from 
the school’s triumph last 
year in the UK-wide 
Junior Songs of Praise 
competition. 

(A full report on the 
school’s S4C win is on 
this page {right). 

Then, the following 
evening (April 19) Cor 
Heol y March, Eleri 
Roberts’ children’s choir 
based near Welsh St 
Donats, beat ‘grown up’ 
choirs to win the coveted 
Cor Cymru (Choir of 
Wales) prize in the 
competition’s final, 
which was televised live 
on S4C from 
Aberystwyth. 

Eight Ysgol lolo 
Morganwg pupils are 
members of both 


successful choirs. 

After being one of 
only four children’s 
choirs selected from all 
over Wales in the 
preliminary round earlier 
this year, and then 
winning the children’s 
choir category semi-final 
a few weeks ago. Cor 
Heol y March competed 
against the winners of the 
other semi-finals - the 
youth choir, male voice 
choir, ladies choir and 
mixed voice choir 
categories - in the grand 
final. 

The other finalists 
were: the winner of the 
mixed category, Cywair 
of Newcastle Emlyn; 
Parti Llwchwr women’s 
choir from Loughor; 
youth choir category 
winner Y sgol Gerdd 
Ceredigion; and the 
winner of the male voice 
choir category, Bechgyn 
Bro Taf from Cardiff. 

A panel of 
international judges 
awarded the first prize to 
Cor Heol y March for 
their “convincing” and 
“musical” performance 
of five songs sung in 
Welsh, English, Latin, 
and Japanese! 

Choir conductor Eleri 
Roberts said: “The 
children have worked 
really hard over the last 
few months to win this 
prize, which is regarded 
as the biggest honour for 
Welsh choirs. 


“It’s incredible that a 
group of children aged 
16 and under, with the 
youngest members being 
only eight years old, have 
achieved this and I am so 
proud of them! 

“I also want to thank 
all the parents especially 
Alison Huw, Karen 

Lewis and Rhian Eenn, 
and our accompanists 
leuan Jones and Eluned 
Pierce” 

Cor Heol y March 
now hold two prestigious 
titles - Cor Cymru 2015, 
and Children’s Choir of 
the World 2014, which 
they won at the 
Llangollen International 
Eisteddfod last July. 

The evening was 

presented by 

broadcasters Morgan 
Jones and Heledd 

Cynwal. 

Cor Cymru presenter 
Heledd Cynwal said: 

“It’s a wonderful 
experience to host this 
competition, which is 
exciting and multi¬ 
layered. Unlike the 
National Eisteddfod, the 
international judges are 
blind to the initial 
auditions and every choir 
begins with a clean slate 
- that’s what makes Cor 
Cymru unique. 

“Seeing the choirs 
mixing backstage is very 
rewarding, and it’s great 
that they receive 
immediate feedback 
from the judges.” 



Elen Rhys, S4C 
content commissioner 
entertainment said: 
“Many congratulations to 
Cor Heol y March and 
indeed to all the choirs 
who took part this year. 
We had an unforgettable 
night of passionate 
singing by different 
choirs and it just goes to 
show that Wales really is 
the land of song. 

“This competition is 
going from strength to 
strength and I wish the 
winners all the very best 
for the future.” 

The competition has 
been held every two 
years since 2003. 


ABOVE: IPs Sunday night and Cor Heol y March celebrate their victory. 
BELOW: Eleri Roberts and Ysgol lolo pupils are the winners on Saturday night. 


MILES HIRE 

■ W I PLANT AND TOOL HIRE 


LTD 



your hire needs... with miies better service 


NEW DEPOT NOW OPEN 

Btmssrs 


Miskin 


Join us for our Open Day on: 

Friday 1st May 2015 

Grand opening at 12 noon with 
ex-rugby International and Lions player. 

Braceys, School Road, Pontyclun, CF72 SPG. 

Full range of plant and tool hire available 


Come and join us and meet the team! 
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lolo Morganwg celebrate! 


THE small choir of Ysgol 
lolo Morganwg showed 
they are true champions, 
winning the final of Cor 
Cymru Cynradd 2015. 

Competing against the three 
other finalists, Llangennech 
Juniors Choir, Ysgol Gymraeg 
Teilo Sant and Cor Ysgol y Wern, 
the lolo choir, led by their 
enthusiastic conductor, Mrs Eleri 
Roberts, and accompanied by Mrs 
Catiin Thomas on piano, sang four 
songs in front of a large audience 
at the Aberystwyth Arts Centre. 

The competition final was also 
televised live on S4C on the 
evening of Saturday, April 18. 

The children had promised 
beforehand to “sing like they had 
never sung before” and this was 
certainly true on the night. Their 
nerves held strong and they looked 
like they were thoroughly 
enjoying their performance. 

Caryl Parry Jones, a 
commentator in the competition 
said, “They looked mischievous 
before they had even started 
singing and that was reflected in 
the first song ‘Swn’ - a 
mischievous and mysterious 
piece” 

The Cor Cymru Cynradd is a 
competition open to all primary 
school choirs in Wales and Ysgol 
lolo Morganwg qualified for the 
final in December last year. 

This was probably no surprise 
to the school, as the choir had won 
the National Songs of Praise 
Junior Choir competition only a 
few months earlier. 

Cor Cymru Cynradd judges 
were Gareth Jones, musical 
director of Sinfonia Cymru, Mrs 
Zimfira Poloz, director of 
Hamilton Childrens Choir, Canada 


and Simon Carrington, Professor 
of Conducting at Yale University, 
USA. 

Eleri had explained that just as 
the language is so important, the 
choirs technical abilities had to 
shine as well, to satisfy the 
international judges. 

The lolo choir, opened with 
‘Swn’ a new song full of mischief 
and mystery. This was to show the 
many characters within the choir. 

The second song, ‘Si Hei Lwli 
Mabi’ a simple, unaccompanied 
piece highlighted the pure music 
of the choir with long musical 
lines. The third song, ‘Nos Da 
Nawr’, again showed the character 
of the choir, creating a magical 
essence. 

To close, the children 
performed ‘Cydiwn Ddwylo’ - 
World Peace, without doubt an 
emotional and powerful song with 
a clear message in the words. 

As the result was announced, 
Simon Carrington said: “It had 
been a wonderful event and all 
schools sang to a high standard. 
The decision has been difficult, as 
all the children had sung from 
their hearts. Ysgol lolo sang with 
flexibility and musicality”. 

Zimfira Poloz added “The choir 
produced organic, quality and 
acapella singing”. 

Emotions were running high on 
Saturday night and Eleri Roberts, 
the choir’s leader, explained, “To 
get to the final of this competition 
was a tremendous result for this 
very young and small choir, many 
of the children are eight or nine 
years old and for many, it is their 
first time on a stage. 

“The standard of the 
competition was very high and all 
the schools in the final sang 
incredibly well. 


“The children sang their hearts 
out and I am very proud of them 
and thank them for all their hard 
work and dedication. They truly 
deserve their win”. 

Mrs Rhian Williams, 
headteacher at Ysgol lolo, was 
also at the competition final and 
commented: “The support has 
been amazing tonight and the 
atmosphere electric. I’m 
incredibly proud of the children. 
They are young and yet so 
professional. They have taken the 
competition in their stride. 

“Eleri is an amazing conductor. 
We are very grateful to have her as 
part of our school family. It’s 
fantastic what the school choir has 
achieved in the last nine months - 
winning two national 
competitions. 

“But the main point is that the 
children really enjoy their singing, 
it’s an important part of our school 
culture”. 

What next? After the school has 
enjoyed the Cor Cymru Cynradd 
success, Eleri Roberts and the 
children will be preparing for a 
‘Celebrations’ CD and concert 
featuring songs from both 
competitions and special guests. 

The launch of the CD and 
concert will be held at Acapela, 
Pentyrch, Cardiff on the evening 
of June 18. 

Tickets will be available from 
Ysgol lolo Morgannwg on 01446 
772358, or by email at 
yiolomorganwg @ valeofglamorga 
n.gov.uk, so book your seat now 
for a very special performance. 

Follow the CD and concert 
preparations on 

Twitter @ysgoliolo and catch the 
show again on S4C Clic Cor 
Cymru. 
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Choir ‘Maternal 
Harmony’ is set 
for its second 
annual concert 


ADVERTISEMENT EEATURE 

New self storage company 
has confidence in Bridgend 


A WOMEN’S choir 
based at Princess of 
Wales Hospital, 
Bridgend, will hold 
its second annual 
concert next 
month. 

Maternal Harmony 
was originally aimed at 
women with postnatal 
depression but also 
includes those with 
other mental health 
issues and family 
members wanting to 
support the cause. 

It was set up by the 
Perinatal Response and 
Management Service 
(PRAMS) at Princess of 
Wales and won an 
ABMU chairman’s 
award in its inaugural 
year. 

PRAMS is a 
specialist mental health 
service offering 
assessment and 
treatment of mood 
disorders during and 
after pregnancy. 

Women are given 
access to medication 
advice, home visits and 
antenatal and postnatal 
groups. 

Perinatal nurse 
specialist Gail James 
said: “We have opened 
up the choir to people 
who don’t have 
postnatal depression but 
do support the cause. 


Some, but not all of 
them, have other mental 
health issues. 

“Being in the choir 
gives you focus and 
support. It gives you an 
interest in life and helps 
you feel part of 
something. 

“The power of music 
can definitely make you 
feel better.” 

It has been a busy 
year for the choir, 
including performing at 
weddings, a gala dinner, 
a Swansea University 
conference and 
elsewhere. 

Their second annual 
concert will take place 
in Grace Church, 
Bridgend, on Saturday, 
May 9. 

Tickets cost £2.50, 
with children free, and 
are available by 
emailing 

Francesca .Fearn @wale 
s.nhs.uk. Anyone 
interested in joining the 
choir can go along to a 
rehearsal in the 
Princess of Wales 
Hospital on Thursday 
nights from 7pm-9pm. 


T he leading 
storage 
experts, 
Dainton Self 
Storage, have 
chosen Bridgend 
county borough as 
the ideal location 
their first site in 
Wales, and it will 
be open in May. 

The company has 
bought alO.5 acre brown 
field site on Coity Road, 
and is investing a further 
£300,000 to bring 
“fantastic” new self 
storage facilities to 
Bridgend, just a couple 
of minutes’ drive from 


the town centre. 

A company 
spokesman said: “The 
site will be well 
positioned to serve not 
only the commercial and 
domestic market of 
Bridgend but most of 
Mid Glamorgan”. 

Secure storage units 
will range in size from 
35 sq ft to 320 sq ft, 
making them ideal for 
storing anything from a 
few boxes to the 
contents of a large five 
bedroom house. 

Dainton Self Storage 
will also be offering 
secure external storage 
for caravans, boats, 
motor homes and 


vehicles, all of which 
can be stored on the site, 
safely wrapped up by 8ft 
high palisade fencing 
and monitored 24 hours 
a day by CCTV. 

Dainton will also 
specialise in providing 
portable buildings and 
shipping containers for 
sale and hire. 

Managing Director 
Paul Maddicott said 
“We are really excited 
about opening our 12th 
site in Bridgend, 
especially as this is our 
first in Wales. Our other 
sites are mainly 
concentrated in the West 
Country but Bridgend 
really does seem to be a 


great place to invest in 
at the moment, and we 
are hopeful this will 
prove to be the first of 
many in Wales.” 

Dainton’s first self 
storage facility was 
opened in 2002 at 
Heathfield in Devon. 
Since then Dainton has 
opened in Plymouth, 
Barnstaple, Exeter, 
Torquay, Paignton, 
Ipplepen and St Austell, 
with expansion plans for 
storage facilities in 
Bristol, Gloucester and 
Darlington before the 
end of the year. 

Self storage first 
came to prominence 
during the 1960s in 
America and has 
become an economically 
resilient industry in the 
UK as demand for 
storage space increases. 
Self storage provides 
consumers with their 
own secure space that 
they can access 
whenever they want by 
way of electronic key 
access. 

Dainton’s is a family- 
run business and its 
owner, Paul Maddicott, 
attributes its growth and 
ongoing success to the 
traditional values that 
founded the company; 
providing excellent 
customer service, best 
value and understanding 
their customers’ needs. 


Dogs Trust 
over road 

STAFF at Dogs Trust Bridgend 
are concerned that road closures 
to make way for a new solar 
park will stop their homeless 
hounds from finding loving 
homes. 

The charity would like to alert the 
public to the lane closure, which may 
disrupt travel to the rehoming centre 
for five weeks from April 21 and hope 
potential owners won’t bypass any 
pooches. 

Dogs Trust Bridgend is also keen to 
highlight that their training classes, 
Thursday evening from 6pm to 9pm, 
will go ahead as usual. 

Rehoming centre manager Beverley 
Price said: “Over the next five weeks, 
visitors to our centre will be required 


^concerned’ 

diversion 

to take an alternative route. However, 
the diversion will be clearly signposted 
and will take under 10 minutes. We 
have lots of lovely dogs all hopeful of 
finding new homes and they all have 
their paws crossed that the five weeks 
of disruption won’t deter visitors from 
heading to Dogs Trust Bridgend. 

“Puppies such as adorable 
crossbreed Pip would normally find 
homes within days, but we fear the 
road closure may mean it will take 
considerably longer for her to finally 
find her ‘furry tail’ ending. ” 

Dogs Trust, Court Colman, Pen-Y- 
Fai, Bridgend, CF31 4NG, is open 12 
noon to 4pm Thursday to Tuesday 
(closed Wednesdays). 

See top right ‘Fan could be your 
new friend’ for the latest appeal. 


Will Fan become 
your new friend? 

The GEM has joined forces with the Dogs 
Trust to find suitable homes for inmates at the 
Bridgend rehoming centre. Tel 01656 725219. 

F an is 
nine 
years 
old and is 
quite typical 
of a working 
sheepdog, 
sensitive but 
strong. Fan 
does mix 

with other 
dogs and 

enjoys the 
company of 
smaller dogs 
as long as 
they are not annoying her! 

She enjoys her walks, but is better being driven to 
somewhere a bit more quiet and away from 
livestock. She would be ideal for a collie 
experienced, active home, with a patient owner who 
will give her time to settle in. Children in the home 
will need to be 14 years and over. 

LINDA FEAGAN 
Supporter Relations Officer, 
Dogs Trust Bridgend 

MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been neutered 

& microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 769855 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 

WWW.m aesteg a nim alrescue.co.uk 
Charity Number: 1020630 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 





SOLID ROOF CREATES A 
CONSERVATORY TO 'LIVIN' 
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Parkinson’s: 

star’s appeal 


MY brother-in-law 
was diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s about 
15 years ago, and 
was my original 
inspiration for 
joining Parkinson’s 
UK. 

I have supported and 
worked with them ever 
since, and over the years 
have seen at first hand 
the pain and struggles 
that living with this 
devastating condition can 
entail. 

At the start of 
Parkinson’s Awareness 
Week, a new survey from 
Parkinson’s UK revealed 
that an estimated 69,000 
people in the UK with 
Parkinson’s have 

experienced hostility and 
rudeness from members 
of the public. 

It’s unbearable to 
think of the suffering this 
can cause - it’s bad 
enough, for example, 
having a long-term, 
incurable condition 
which can cause you to 
slur your speech and be 
unsteady on your feet, 
without being mistaken 
by a member of the 
public for being drunk. 

I was shocked by the 
enormous number of 
people with Parkinson’s 
who regularly come up 
against public 


misunderstanding and 
unintentional cruelty - a 
third of people in our 
survey have been stared 
at, a quarter had their 
symptoms mistaken for 
drunkenness, and one in 
10 have been laughed at 
because of their 
symptoms. 

This hostility can have 
a profound effect on 
people with Parkinson’s, 
increasing their 

depression and anxiety, 
and leaving some people 
too frightened to leave 
their homes. 

To combat this, we are 
urging people to become 
friendlier by pledging to 
do small acts of kindness 
such as smiling and 
being more patient. In 
particular, we ask people 
not to make assumptions 
or jump to conclusions 
that can make an 
enormous difference to 
all of us - especially 
people with Parkinson’s. 
I do hope your readers 
will join me in pledging 
to make a difference. 

For more information 
on Parkinson’s 

Awareness Week, visit 
upyourfriendly.com. 

Jane Asher 

president, Parkinson’s 
UK, 

215 Vauxhall Bridge 
Road, 

London SWIV lEJ. 


VOLUNTEER 
AS A MARIE 
CURIE HELPER 


THE Marie Curie 
helper service is 
looking for 

volunteers to 

support people 
living with a 
terminal illness, and 
their families, 
throughout the 
Vale. 

Marie Curie Cardiff 
and the Vale hospice on 
Bridgeman Road in 
Penarth will host two 
sessions on Wednesday, 
May 6 (6pm - 8pm) and 


Friday, May 8 (1pm - 
3pm) to provide more 
information about 

volunteering 
opportunities. 

Volunteers will be 
specially trained and 
matched with a person 
living with a terminal 
illness, in order to 
provide support for up to 
three hours a week for 
that person and their 
loved ones. 

For details, call 08450 
738596 or email 
southwaleshelper® mari 
ecurie.org.uk 


BCBC in line 
for new award 


SEVEN of Wales’ 
most deaf-friendly 
organisations have 
been shortlisted for 
a new Welsh award, 
including Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council. 

The charity Action on 
Hearing Loss Cymru 
(formerly the RNID) has 
launched the Excellence 
Wales Award, to 
recognise the businesses 
and organisations in 
Wales who “go the extra 
mile to ensure they are 


accessible to the one-in- 
six people who are deaf 
or have hearing loss”. 

The seven also include 
the National Assembly 
for Wales and Welsh 
Ambulance Service 
Trust. 

An independent 
judging panel will now 
decide on the Gold, 
Silver and Bronze 
category winners, which 
will be announced at the 
Action on Hearing Loss 
Cymru Gala dinner on 
May 15 at the Hilton 
Hotel in Cardiff. 


LOCAL CAB SESSIONS 

THE Citizens Advice Bureau, in partnership with 
Barry Communities First, is offering drop-in 
advice sessions in Barry, on debt, benefits and 
other issues at the Community Enterprise Centre, 
Skomer Road on Mondays between 
9.30am-12.30pm; or at Coastlands Family 
Church, Tennyson Road, Colcot on Thursdays 
between 4.30pm-6pm. 

A drop-in service is also available at the Citizens 
Advice Bureau office on 119 Broad Street, Barry, 
from Monday to Friday, 9.30am-4.30pm or on 
telephone advice line 03444 77 20 20. 


LLANTWIT MAJOR & COWBRIDGE LIONS CLLFB 


COWBRIDGE MAY FAIR 

BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY • MAY 4,2015 

The Cowbridge May Fair 
builds on success and 
offers a real family fun day 



.s 


by PHILIP IRWIN 


was the obvious thing to 
do, and we found that 
there was great 
enthusiasm from the 
community.” 

What happened was 
that the first such fair, 
on May Day in 2013, 
was hailed a great 
success, and under clear 
blue skies the Bear 
Field in the town was 
packed throughout the 
day. 

Local primary 
schools enthusiastically 
embraced the idea of 
dancing around the 
maypole, and set about 
learning traditional folk 
dances. 

Teams were put 
together for a tug of war 
contest, and traders, 
crafters and voluntary 
groups came forward to 
take stalls on the field. 

A stage was set up, 
and music was played 
all day, from local 
pop/rock groups to a 
wide variety of local 
choirs. 

This year, on 
Monday, May 4, it’s 
very much a question of 
“if it ain’t broke, don’t 
fix it” but there will be 


I T was around 
three years ago 
that the 

Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge 
Lions Club set its 
sights on reviving 
an old rural 
tradition in the 
Vale - the 
Cowbridge May 
Fair. 

The club had already 
enjoyed success by 
being heavily involved 
in reviving a similar 
traditional event in 
Llantwit Major - a 
community event that 
had many of the 
attractions of the old 
time country fairs. 

However, that 
Llantwit event took 
place every two years, 
so as not to clash with 
the town’s Victorian 
Layre, so club members, 
particularly those from 
Cowbridge, turned their 
thoughts to what to do 
in the ‘fallow’ year. 

Club chairman John 
Andrew told The GEM: 
“Reviving the 
Cowbridge May Lair 








a number of extra 
attractions for visitors - 
reflecting the success of 
two years ago. 

A spokesman for the 
Llantwit Major and 
Cowbridge Lions told 
The GEM: “The 
Cowbridge May Lair 
programme is taking 
shape. 

“On the stage there 
will be a variety of 


I 


it! 


musical acts including 
pop/rock by CMBR, St 
Donat’s Chorale, 
Cowbridge Rock Choir, 
CAOS and Stagecoach. 

“On the field, there 
will be the traditional 
maypole plus 
gymnastics, zumba. 
Taekwondo, fun races 
and tug-of-war. 

“In addition, there 
will be a great variety 
of stalls both on the 
field and in the leisure 
centre.” 

John Andrew said 
that the Lions were 
delighted that the 
leisure centre had come 
on board this year, and 
it was hosting a soft 
play area that should 
prove very popular. 

When it comes to 
traditional attractions. 


there is nothing more 
traditional that a ‘bonny 
baby competition. This 
will take place at 2pm, 
and the judge will be 
Vale AM Jane Hutt. 

The Lions are 
particularly keen to see 
a strong tug of war 
competition, as it has 
been a traditional 
contest of strength at 
fairs, and can trace its 
origins back to ancient 
times. 

At the 2013 
Cowbridge May Lair, 
the Tug-of-War Shield 
was won by the Town 
Crier’s team in a hard- 
fought ‘pull off’ against 
a team from Lilco 
Cowbridge. 

John Andrew said: 
“When we invited 
teams to come forward 


some three weeks ago, 
we had an excellent 
response, but some keen 
competitors said that 
they were having 
trouble raising a team 
from among their own 
circle of friends. 

“With that in mind, 
we will be happy to 
make up teams on the 
day from any interested 
individuals”. 

If you would like to 
enter a team, or to be 
considered for a team 
made up on the day, 
contact Llantwit Major 
and Cowbridge Lions 
via the web site 
www.lmandclions .org .uk 
or by email 

infoi@lmandclions .org. 
uk. 

(CONTINUED 

ON PAGE 19) 


7-11 MORGANARCADE, 18 HIGH STREET, COWBRIDGE 
CARDIFF (029) 2039 7339 (01446)775226 


at Belles! 

Monday 4th May 

Visit the fair and then join us to eat and drink: 

Buy 1 crepe, get 1 free 

FREE tastings of our new Welsh fruit wines & liqueurs 
FANTASTIC Store Stockroom Clearance Bargains 

Thank you for supporting Cowbridge 
business: #followthebeagle 
Beagles Country Store 6^ Kitchen 
Old Mason's Yard, Cowbridge, CF717EE 

www.beaglesofcowbridge.com 
Tel: 01446 771995 
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What’s on at the 
Cowbridge May Fair 

J IHE running order for 
performers on the 
main stage at the 
Cowbridge May Fair 
(timings may change on 
the day)) are as follows: 


1030am - CMBR (pop/rock). 


4pm - Stiph Richard (pop!rock). 

FIELD EVENTS during the day 
(timings may change on the day) 
are as follows. 

11.10am - Vale Gymnastics. 


11am - Official opening by the 130 - Zumba and Rebound. 

Mayor of Cowbridge with 

Llanblethian, Coun Peter Knapp. 2pm - Bonny Baby Competition. 


11.10am - St Donafs Chorale. 

11.45am - Cowbridge Rock 
Choir. 

1230pm -C AO S (Cowbridge 
Amateur Operatic Society). 

1.15pm - Stagecoach Bridgend 
and Cowbridge. 

\^15pm - Cowbridge Rock Choir. 


2pm - Laughter Yoga. 

2.30 - Llantwit Major 
Taekwondo. 

3pm - Childrens Fun Races 

Note: Maypole dances and the 
Tug of War competition will be 
operating throughout the day. ^ 


me pencil case 

Summer uniform 

• Red/blue gingham dresses 
•Grey/navy boys’ shorts 

• Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, 
Beavers, Cubs & Scouts 

Now open on Mondays! 

50 C<mbrid9e, CF71 7Afi 01446 772210 

salyOthepancIcase.co.uk f^ThePeociCaMCowbridge 


May Fair for 
family fun! 



Keep reading your 
free weekly GEM 
for more news on 
the May Fair, and 
for a full report 
and pictures! 


(CONTINUED 

FROM PAGE 18) 

Another attraction 
this year will be a visit 
from the Cowbridge 
Fire Station, who will 
be bringing along their 
fire engine. It will be 
parked outside the 
leisure centre. 

For Top Gear addicts 
suffering withdrawal 
symptoms after Jeremy 
Clarkson’s travails, 
there will be some 
serious horse power on 
display, courtesy of the 
Maserati dealership in 
Cardiff. 

There will be six 
prestige vehicles on the 
field: two Maseratis, 
two Lexus and two 
Toyotas. 

All in all, the signs 
are excellent for 
another bustling 
community event which 
has every chance of 
repeating the success of 
two years ago! 

The May Fair is 
designed for family fun, 
has a track record of 
delivering, so what 
better way is there to 
spend a bank holiday 
Monday? 


ST 


u 



5 Town ha 11 
Square 
Cowbridge 
CF71 7DD 

01446 
772127 

ODD MOLLY GANT AVOCA SEA SALT 


A8 fn©nnt»er6 cf ihe Coove. ociog 
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hopkins 


wvi'w. hopk ins la wl td. com 


Garden Machinery Specialists! 


Benton Agricultural Services Ltd 

BENT N Tlr V il . fFTI TIP? 

Ttl flMf T92 711 l ist ! eMMOhMtsnaflh.MSi 


Suppliers of AkKD 

523 VS Hflilim 


QpcpiMpr M4i»7JP 'liiiS 

PretMin anird cNMcart and edpcaiienf 

ftsuAtta t pMr% 


www/unfcMindationsdaynvrservxixiik 

V* ® M 

FounddTions 


iUiiiiilii 
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Adey 

Fitzgerald 

Walker 

Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

• Free initial consultation 

• New business start-ups 

* Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

• Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

* Company formations/audits 

* VAT and payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 





Early Ijrl Serkig Sarvioe 


Book TodBy l^r f rk «6 FrM: 

£43 H iu i 

£4S IIM 
£144 . u«. 

♦ rail CoHedion** 

Welt wvfVJitnionfirviMi ter dHilIt 


£ 589.00 

FREE Winter Service 


KawvMfcl PoMrer Products 

> , 6 Saar ' 

' 3 tear i 

.S S* 

AL-KO Easy-Mow Mowers 
5 Tear 
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Out and About with The 




PLENTY OF POTENTIAL TO CREATE A THRILLER THAT WORKS, BUT... 

Child 44 is cumbersome and disjointed bore 


T om hardy 

has come a 
long way 
from playing the 
evil clone of Jean- 
Luc Picard in Star 
Trek: Nemesis in 
2002 (incidentally, 
the only film this 
hardy soul has ever 
walked out of). 

After the double hit 
of his sterling 
supporting turn in 
Christopher Nolan’s 
Inception and the 
incendiary portrayal of 
Charles Bronson in 
Rronann^ Hardy has_ 

Garden now open 
at Southerndown 



by 

GARETH 

JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


SLADE GARDEN, 
Southerndown, Vale 
of Glamorgan, 

CE32 ORP... 

Set in eight acres, 
Slade garden is an 
unexpected gem with 
established drifts of 
spring bulbs and a 
woodland plant 
collection The terraced 
lawns, mature specimen 
trees, living willow 
arbours, rose and 
clematis pergola, 
orchard and herbaceous 
borders, create a very 
natural garden. 


Husband’s new 
passion - auriculas and 
alpines! Extensive views 
over the Bristol 
Channel. 

Heritage Coast 
wardens will give 
guided tours of adjacent 
Dunraven Gardens with 
slide shows every hour 
from 2pm. 

Opening information: 
Saturday, April 25, 
Sunday April 26 (2pm- 
5pm). Admission £4, 
children free. 
Homemade teas. 


OCEAN^ 

LOUNGE 

PORTHKERRY 

ENTERTAINMENT 

Saturday 25th April 

ALEX JOHN 

Excellent Male Vocalist 

★★★ 

Saturday 2nd May 

MISS ANNIE THOMAS ^ 

Knockout Female Entertainer 

★★★ 

Sunday 3rd May 

MIKE GREGORY 

Top Vocalist with music from 50s, 60s, 
Swinging Blue Jeans, Rock & Roll Circus ^ 

★★★ 

KARAOKE Every Friday ^ 
BINGO Every Saturday 
Traditional 

SUNDAY LUNCHES 

A only SS _ I 

Selection of meats | 
& fresh vegetables f 

CAR BOOT SALE 

Every Sunday 

Sellers in 12 noon. Buyers 1pm. £ 

SITE SHOP NOW OPEN { 

Porthkerry Leisure Park, j 
Rhoose CF62 3ZP 
(01446)710362/711538 | 

Open: Friday 7pm. - 12pm.. |r 

Saturday 12 noon - 4pm & 7pm - midnight. 

Sunday 12 noon - 4pm. jz 


ploughed a furrow that 
has seen him take on 
both epic films (The 
Dark Knight Rises) and 
smaller fare (Locke). 

His latest, Child 44, 
is an adaptation of a 
novel by Tom Rob 
Smith, and sees him 
play Leo, a member of 
the military police in 
Stalin’s Russia in 1953. 
When he starts to 
investigate a series of 
child murders (despite 
Stalin dictating that 
murder isn’t a crime), 
he and his wife Raisa 
(Noomi Rapace) are 
sent away from 
Moscow in disgrace. 

Leo will not let the 
matter rest and takes the 
investigation into his 
own hands, despite the 
risks it poses to him and 
those close to him... 

There are several 
themes that run through 
Child 44 - there is that 
of a man doing the right 
thing against the wishes 
of his superiors, and 
even his family - the 
notion that murder is 
nothing more than a 

Disney’s 

Festival 

DISNEY ON ICE 
returns to the 
Motorpoint Arena, 
Cardiff with a 
Magical Ice Festival 
from April 29 - 
May 3. 

It will be the first 
Disney On Ice show 
featuring much-loved 
sisters Anna and Elsa 
from the popular 
animated film, Disney’s 
Frozen. It also features 
favourite characters from 
Disney’s The Little 
Mermaid, Tangled and 
Beauty and The Beast. 

“Mickey Mouse and 
Minnie Mouse will be 
bringing magical 
moments from across the 
Disney kingdom,” a 
spokeswoman said. 

Comical segments 
from everyone’s 


‘capitalist disease’ and, 
therefore, not a crime - 
with the added dash of a 
dysfunctional 
relationship, all set 
against the oppressive 
backdrop of a Stalinist 
Russia just emerging 
from the shadows of 
World War Two. 

Unfortunately, these 
themes are not fully 
explored in what is a 
lengthy, dull and rather 
portentous thriller that 
replaces loftier concerns 
and questions, with rote 
cliches and story 
elements that reduce 
what could have been 
something intriguing to 
something no more than 
a potboiler. 

Early on, we learn 
that the main character 
of Leo is an orphan, 
battling to survive and 
taken in by a kindly 
soldier, thus creating a 
connection when he 
stumbles upon the 
‘murders’ of youngsters 
across Moscow. 

However, this is 
thoroughly glossed 
over. The notion of 

Magical 
on Ice! 

favourite Disney 
characters set the scene 
for the show stopping 
on-ice stories of 
princesses Ariel, 
Rapunzel and Belle. 

There will be a 
special appearance by 
Anna and Elsa from the 
Academy Award¬ 
winning Frozen. 

Audiences will 
journey up the North 
Mountains with the 
hilarious snowman Olaf, 
rugged mountain-man 
Kristoff and his loyal 
reindeer Sven as they 
help the sisters along the 
way in a story full of 
action, adventure, magic 
and unforgettable 
characters. 

For tickets and 
further information, 
contact the venue or 
disneyonice .co .uk. 


Up to 1,000 stands inside and outside 
The Antiques Fair of Wales 

THE ROYAL SHOWGROUND LD2 3SY 
Sat 2nd S^Sun 3rd May 

1 Oam-Sgm admission £5. Early entry Sat 8.30am £10 

UK Scoverseas exhibitors in two massive stand fitted 
halls and 8 huge drive-in buildings plus the outside 
stands all across the Showground. 

Fine jewellery from £50-£10,000. 

Furniture: Longcase and Bracket Clocks, Silver Items, 

The Finest Porcelain, Worcester, Derby, Minton, Moorcrof, 
Doulton, Oriental Etc, Toys, Glass, Linen, Textiles, Fine 
Paintings by Leading Artists. Medals, Militaria, Stamps, 
Postcards, Prime Coins and tens of thousands of collectables. 
Disabled facilities • Restaurants • Dogs Welcome 

WWW. continuitfrfairs. co. uk 

^ 01584 873634 • 07703 558600 • 07831 672211 ^ 


murder being a disease 
rather than a crime, 
therefore allowing 
anyone with murderous 
intent free rein, is also 
glossed over - referred 
to but never digging too 
deeply into it. 

These are just two 
examples of the 
frustrations encountered 
by this film, which 
ultimately becomes a 
melting pot of these 
elements, but never 
knows quite what it 
wants to be. One 
minute it’s a race 
against time thriller 
about catching a killer, 
then it becomes a film 
about revenge, a good 
man being oppressed by 
a boo, hiss, villain - and 
then the next minute, 
it’s a study of a 
relationship tested by 
the duplicity and 


paranoia of this period 
in Russia’s history. 

Richard Price’s 
screenplay never 
manages to coalesce 
these strands into a 
satisfying whole, a flaw 
that even the best 
director would struggle 
to work with, but under 
the direction of Daniel 
Espinosa (whose 
English-language debut. 
Safe House, was a by- 
the-numbers action 
thriller) it simply 
becomes a bit of a bore; 
Espinosa’s direction 
suitably bleak and 
oppressive but straining 
to create big sequences 
rather than 
concentrating on the 
minutiae. 

The performances are 
all encumbered by 
actors struggling with 
their accents, the film 


sounding like an 
audition to voice a 
certain Meerkat-fronted 
website advert, with 
Tom Hardy not faring 
particularly well as his 
character, although 
noble and well- 
intentioned, never really 
engages you as a 
viewer. 

Noomi Rapace is a 
bland collection of 
grimacing facial 
expressions, Gary 
Oldman offers little but 
gravitas, while Joel 
Kinnaman’s Vasili 
merely sneers and hits 
the broad, ‘bad guy’ 
notes. 

It’s a shame, as there 
was plenty of potential 
to engage the brain and 
create a thriller that 
works on more than just 
the basic level, but 
Child 44 even fails on 


the front, the 
‘whodunnit’ aspect a 
footnote in what is 
ultimately an 
underwhelming, and 
boring, effort. 

VERDICT: As 
unthrilling a thriller as 
you are likely to find, 
the most interesting 
aspects of Child 44 A 
narrative are buried 
beneath a landslide of 
weak performances and 
a confused screenplay. 
Daniel Espinosa’s 
direction doesn’t help 
matters, but this is a 
failure across the board 
in what is a leaden, 
cumbersome and 
disjointed piece of 
work. Poor. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED: The Bone 
Collector (1999), Se7en 
(1995). 


WHATS ON AND WHERE? 


Vale AM’s surgery 

THE Vale AM, Jane Hutt, will 
hold a surgery this Saturday 
(April 25) from 12 noon to 1pm 
at St Bride’s Major Church Hall, 
CF32 OSD. No appointment 
necessary. 

Plant sale 

VOLUNTEERS from the 
Cowbridge Physic Garden will 
be holding their annual plant 
sale in the gardens of Old Hall, 
Cowbridge on Saturday, April 
25, starting at 10am. There is a 
chance to discuss horticultural 
issues with experts from the 
Garden. 

Other nursery stalls will also be 
available, and a raffle. 

Art Society 

ON Thursday, April 30, 
Cowbridge Art Society 
welcomes Llantwit Major artist 
Nick Davies, who will give a 
demonstration of ink drawing 
using pipettes and sticks. 

Nick, who has exhibited in 
numerous galleries throughout 
south Wales, as well as in Oscars, 
Cowbridge, specialises in 
landscape paintings. The society 
meets on Thursday evenings at the 
Old Hall, Cowbridge from 
7pm-9pm and visitors and new 


members are welcome. Eor details 
of activities see 

www.cowbridgeartsociety.com. 

RNLIAGM 

THE annual general meeting of 
the Penarth fundraising section 
of the RNLI will be held at 
Penarth Yacht Club on 
Wednesday, April 29 at 2.15pm. 
All are welcome to attend. 

Gardening Club 

THE next meeting of the 
Cowbridge Gardening Club will 
be the AGM and planting 
evening on Thursday, April 30 
at 7.30pm in the Lesser Hall. 
New members welcome. 

Parkinson’s 
charity event 

THE Bridgend Branch of 
Parkinsons UK coffee morning 
on Eriday, May 1 from 10am to 
12.30pm at the Heronston 
Hotel, Ewenny Road, Bridgend. 

Tickets (£4) on the door with 
tombola and a raffle. All proceeds 
to go for research into a cure for 
Parkinsons. 

Friendship art 

TO celebrate the conception of 
the Tree of Eriendship on May 
1, an installation art work will 
be exhibited on the tree situated 


at the Knap Lake and Gardens, 
Barry on Saturday, May 2 from 
Ham. 

The artwork was constructed 
during January 2015 with 31 
images, one for each consecutive 
day of the month. 

There will also be work 
exhibited by artists Gina Ward and 
John Parr of Canonhill Artspace. 
Eor further information, see 
www.glynpooley.com. 

Westbourne 
art exhibition 

THIS year, pupils in the junior 
department of Westbourne 
School, Penarth will be able to 
view their works of art at a 
special summer exhibition in the 
Pavilion at Penarth Pier. 

The children, from nursery 
upwards, are working hard on 
their creations and have been 
inspired by the different styles of 
local Welsh artists; Gayle Rogers, 
Helen Elliott, Sheridan Ward, 
Julie Lyddon and Sarah Richards. 

Eamily and friends of the 
children are invited to view the 
exhibition on Eriday, May 8. 
Members of the public are also 
invited to call in to the Pier 
Pavilion any time between 12 
midday and 5.30pm. 
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SUNDAY LUNCH IS A GREAT 
INSTITUTION - AND A 
SPECIAL TIME FOR FAMILIES 


S UNDAY lunch is a revered Welsh 
(and British) institution - a time in 
the week nowadays when busy 
families and friends often decide to 


Higkvcfjmmlnn 

Traditional Sunday Roast 

All homemade, choice of meats, fresh vegetables. 

£9.95 Adults • £5.95 Children 

Vegetarian option - normal menu available. 

Outdoor Alfresco Dining & Secure Play Area 
Booking advisable. 

Nurston, nr Rhoose 

Tel. 01446 710205 
www.highwayman-pub .com 


gather at a local restaurant or pub to 
spend quality time together. 

It provides a welcome alternative to the hours 
of preparing this special meal in the week at 
home (and avoids the washing up!). It is also an 
ideal opportunity to catch up on all the latest 
family news in a relaxing environment. 

Now that sunny days have arrived, families 
may plan outings to a weekend leisure or 
sporting event, or a trip to the beach - so what 
better appetiser is there than the traditional 
roast, vegetarian or fish dish - depending on 
your preference? 

In both the Vale and Bridgend areas, we are 
blessed with a host of high-quality 
establishments - some with seating outside as 
spring turns to summer. 

There are often children’s facilities available, 
so the kids can play on the bouncy castle or 
climbing frame, while mum and dad and their 
friends relax, knowing their youngsters are safe 
and fully occupied! 


Pubs and restaurants may offer special 
deals - geared to the number of courses 
required, while for those who are unable to get 
out, there are delivery and pick-up services. 

So no one has to miss out on that well-loved 
national institution - Sunday lunch! 


77,.Wenvoe Arms 


Traditional Sunday Roast 

Served 12-4pm 

Choice of locally sourced fresh meat and vegetables 

1 Course £7.95 • 2 Courses £9.95 
3 Courses £11.95 

Children’s Menu • Vegetarian Option 
BEER GARDEN* BOOKING ADVISABLE 


18 Old Port Road, Wenvoe CF5 6AN 

Wenvoe - 02920 591129 


The Little 
Blue Deli 

inofne'tJh, 

tJuj 


Only 

£6.95 

Booking advisable 

HOME 
DELIVERY 
AVAILABLE 
(BARRY AREA) 

£1 CHARGE 

CHILDREN UNDER 12 - FREE CHILD'S 
LUNCH WITH EACH FULL ADULT MEAL 
WHEN DINING IN ONLY. 

01446 721874 • 86 High Street, Barry 





Llantwit 
Major Road, 
Cowbridge 
CF7I 7LJ 

Traditional Sunday Lunch 

Served 12-3.45pm 
/ Course £8.50 • 2 Course £11.50 
3 Course £14.50 

Choice of up to 4 meats • 3 Fresh Vegetables 
Children’s Menu,Vegetarian and Menu Selection 
available • Beer Garden • Booking Advisable 

Telephone: 01446 772995 

vvww.crossinncowbridge.co.uk 


MOULTON, 
Nr BARRY 


l^rseshoes(^ oi 446 710428 

AjOddn/fiW y/7/t/www.3horseshoespub.com 

Traditional Sunday Lunch 

Served all day from 12 onwards 
Adults £9.25 Children £4.95 
Combination roast, choice of 2 meats & fresh vegetables 
Children’s meals, vegetarian options & normal menu 
Outdoor & indoor children’s play area 
Beer garden & large car park |W 1 


HABANA’S 

BAR & GRILL 


80-81 
High Sty 
Barry 
01446 721425 

IVaditional Sunday Roast 

Served 12-330pm 

Choice of 3 meats, fresh vegetables, homemade roast 
potatoes and gravy. Choose from a selection of starters, 
desserts, childrens’ and vegetarian options. 

1 Course £8.50 • 2 Course £11.50 • 3 Course £1450 
BOOKING ADVISABLE • BEER GARDEN 
SKY TV* REAL ALES 



FONTYGARY 

INN _ _ 

Home Cooked 
Traditional Sunday Lunch 

Served 12-4pm; choice of local meats, fresh 
vegetables - 3 Courses only £12.95 

Children’s menu & vegetarian option available 
Beer garden & Outdoor Children’s Play Area 
BOOKING ADVISABLE 

Fonmon Road, Rhoose, CF62 3DZ 
Tel. 01446 711221 
www.FONTYGARYENN.com 


SHIP INN 

FAMILY FOOD AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 


SUNDAY ROAST 

2 for £10 

Enjoy 2 Classic Sunday Roasts for £10 


Please call for menus and bookings or visit the 

website: www.hungryhorse.co.uk 
HARBOUR ROAD BARRY, 

CF62 5SB • TEL 01446 729060 


90 SOUTH ROAD, SULLY CF64 SSL 


Traditional Sunday Lunch 

Stestto 12-2.30PH 

Choice of 4 Meats, 

Fresh Vegetables, Children’s Meals 
& Vegetarian Options Available 

£8.95 2 COURSES 

(choice of starter or dessert) 

final GARDEN - fiOOmNG ADVlSAfiLE 

029 2053 0353/20531700 




the 


STARINNwkk 

Ewenny Road,Wick CF7I 7QA 

Traditional Sunday Lunch 

Served 12-4pm 


£8.951 Course • £11.95 2 Courses 
£13.95 3 Courses 

Choice of 3 meats 


Childrens meals available 
Vegetarian pre-order advisable 

Specials available • Patio Area 

Tel: 01656 890080 
www.thestarmnwick.co.uk 


Penmark 

TRADITIONAL SUNDAY ROAST 
1 Course £8.95 • 2 Courses £11.95 
3 Courses £14.95 

Choice of 3 meats &fresh vegetables 
Fish & Vegetarian options- Children’s Menu 
Beer Garden for Alfresco Dining • Booking Essential 

All our meats are sourced from local farms 


01446 710229 

jo.sixbellspenmark.co.uk 


Victoria Inn 

SIGINGSTONE CF717LP 

SUNDAY ROASTS 

Served 12pm-3pm 

• 1 Course £8.95 • 2 Course £11.95 

• 3 Course £14.95 
Childrens: 1 Course £650 

• 2 Course £950 • 3 Course £1250 

(Strictly under 12’s) 

Selection of four delicious roasts & some 
specials available. Vegetarian options available. 
Booking advisable. Beer Garden. 

Tel: 01446 773943 


To advertise in our popular 

tTunilu^C^uncA 

Please contact Jan Irving 
or Wendy Short at the 

Gkama*’ iil-TT 

on 01446 774484 

or email jan.irving@tindlenews.co.uk 


Vale is in the 
BBC spotlight 
in the lead-up 
to the election 



THE Vale was in the 
spotlight this week in 
the run-up to the 
general election, as 
BBC Wales news 
teams escaped the 
studio and took to the 
road. 

Travelling from Barry 
to Llandudno, they will 
be visiting and 
broadcasting live from 
key constituencies along 
the way. 

The programmes will 
be taking the 
temperature among 
constituents and finding 
out which topics are 
being debated. 

On Monday (April 
20) the tour kicked off 
with a visit to Barry 
town centre. 

BBC Radio Wales 
broadcast live from the 
BBC election tent 
located in King’s Square 
with Good Morning 
Wales from 6am, 
followed by Morning 
Call at 9am and Eleri 
Sion from 1pm. 

BBC Radio Cymru 
then took centre stage 
from 5pm with Post 
Prynhawn. 

Caesar’s Cafe hosted 
BBC Wales programmes 
with Radio Cymru’s 
Post Cynta/broadcasting 
from Sam followed by 
Dylan Jones at 9am. 
Good Evening Wales on 
Radio Wales was there 
from 4pm. 

Wales Today’s lunch 


time and evening 
programmes and 
Newyddion9 were also 
broadcast live from the 
town. 

Commenting on the 
tour’s visit to Barry, 
Radio Wales’ Eleri Sion 
said: “I try to champion 
Barry as often as I can, 
as I absolutely love 
living here. 

“As I was brought up 
near Aberaeron, on the 
Ceredigion coast, my 
dream was always to 
live by the sea. My 
dream came true back in 
2007 when we found our 
home in The Knap area 
and now I wouldn’t want 
to live anywhere else.” 

GALLERY 

EXHIBITION 

FROM May 9-29, local 
artists Geoff Dawson 
and Emlyn Hole will 
hold a joint exhibition 
of paintings of Welsh 
scenes. 

June 6-26, a rare 
chance to see quilts and 
textile pieces hand made 
in south Wales. 

Giles Gallery is at the 
Old Methodist Church, 
Cowbridge Road, 

Pontyclun, CF72 9EG; 
open Tuesday to 
Saturday, 10am-5pm 
(Wednesday and 

Thursday 10am-8.30pm), 
01443 228638 / 07879 
035921. 
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LLANTWIT MAJOR 165s TAKE THE 
TROPHY IN BELGIAN TOURNAMENT 


THE Llantwit 
Major 165s touring 
party - 20 boys 
and four adults - 
left the rugby club 
on a wet foggy 
evening on 

Thursday, April 2, 
for their end of 
season tour to 
Ghent in Belgium. 

The team of under-15 
and under-16 players 
competed in the Ghent 
rugby tournament, a 
well-established festival 
that has just entered its 
25th year and welcomes 
teams from all over 
Europe at every age 
level and every ability - 
including national sides 
from the Netherlands, 
Georgia, Germany and 
the host country. 

Before any rugby 
could be played, there 
was the pre-tournament 
party to be dealt with, 
which saw the touring 
party turn up in full 
Hawaiian dress code and 
sunglasses. 

So to the rugby itself, 
and after receiving a 
police escort into the 
rugby grounds that any 
national side would be 
proud of, the 165 s were 
informed that there were 
only three sides in their 
group so they would 
definitely be bringing 
some silverware home! 

The matches were 
played on a glorious 
Sunday afternoon, 
which was perfect for 
the style of running 
rugby that the 165s are 
becoming well known 
for. 

First up were a side 
from Ashford in Kent, a 
strong team that had all 
their strength up front, 
helping them beat the 
local side by over 50 
points in the opening 
match! 

The 165s knew they 
had to start strong, and 
were running angles and 
breaking tackles time 
after time before a rush 
defence line saw Evan 
Holloway intercept and 
score the first try of the 
day. 

This settled the team 
and excellent forward 
play from a lineout saw 
Lewis Sutton and his 
forward pack produce a 
clean catch and drive 
which ignited the 
backline of Ben 
Burrows, Tom Slimings, 
Scott Bunting, Evan 
Holloway and Joe 
Hanson, before a 
bursting run from Ben 
Simpson saw the 
travelling side’s score 
increase to 10-0. 

With halftime 

approaching and solid 
scrummaging from Scott 
Ankin, Iwan Williams 
Jake Peers, Lewis 
Sutton, Ethan Forrest, 
Edward Thomas, Cai 
Jones (captain) and 
Braidon Bennett, the 
165s threw everything at 
the Kent side and a 
breakaway run from 
Williams, and solid 
rucking from Jones, saw 
the back line, burst 
through with a Bunting 
trademark crash ball that 
put Holloway in for his 
second of the day (15- 
0). 


In the second half, 
good forward play led to 
a try (15-5). 

Reduced to 14 men 
for a tip tackle, the 
Llantwit side continued 
to throw themselves at 
every opposition player, 
but were eventually 
found wanting and 
another try was scored 
in the corner (15-10). 

The Llantwit 

management could see 
some players were 
starting to feel the pace 
and on rolled the big 
guns of Luke Morgan, 
the pace of Declan Ellis, 
Rhys Richards, Saul 
Connelly and Steffan 
Bugler and the guts of 
Jacob Young! 

The fresh legs raised 
the tempo and the 
forwards battled hard 
before powerful No.8 
Braidon Bennett crashed 
over under the sticks. 
Slimings made easy 
work of the conversion 
( 22 - 10 ). 

The opposition knew 
that time was against 
them and they continued 
to run every ball 
possible, and crossed 
the line, only to have the 
ball stripped and 
grounded by Holloway. 

Confusion then 

followed, and everyone 
wondered if the Belgian 
referee had a new set of 
rules when he awarded a 
try to Ashford to make it 
22-15! 

With minutes to go, 
the 165 s knew the game 
was on a knife edge and 
any wasted ball could go 
against them. Hard 
running from the 
forwards was matched 
when the backs threw a 
miss pass into the 
waiting arms of Jacob 
Young, who ran the last 
10 yards and bounced a 
tackle before scoring in 
the corner. 

Final score 27-15! 

The second game was 
against a Ghent side that 
were determined to 
show that Belgium is 
capable of playing 
rugby. 

Captain Cai Jones 
caught the opening kick¬ 
off, and after tidy ruck 
ball and a kick through 
from Tom Slimings, he 
was on the receiving end 
of some slick passing to 
race over the line. 

Continued forward 
pressure in both scrum 
and lineout, with a top 
draw behind the back 
pass from Slimings, saw 
the 165s move left and 
then right, sending 
Declan Ellis over in the 
corner (10-0). 

Gent knew they 
needed to perform and 
kept throwing 

everything at the 
defensive line of 
Bunting and Holloway, 
who hardly missed a 
tackle all day! However, 
if they did, they knew 
that big Joe Hanson was 
waiting to put anyone 
down that dared to cross 
his path! 

Time after time he hit 
hard and linked with 
Simpson, Steffan Bugler 
and Ellis to run back at 
the Gent side. 

Brilliant open play 
and a 25-yard gain line 
break from Bunting saw 
the ball move left and 






Jones go over for his 
second of the day. 
Slimings converted for 
17-0 

Good lineout throws 
from Scott Ankin, with 
excellent catching from 
Lewis Sutton and clean 
up work from Iwan 
Williams, Ed Thomas 
and Luc Morgan, saw 
Slimings get his just 
desert and go over in the 
corner just before half 
time for 22-0 

The second half 
played out with the same 
pace and heavy forwards 
domination. Two solid 
scrums saw the 165 s 
steal ball against the 
head and with slick 
hands from Connelly 
(on for Burrows) Ben 
Simpson went over in 
the left hand corner for 
his second of the day 
(27-0). 

The next try came 
from a backs move to 
give centre Bunting a 
deserved try, Slimings 
converting for 34-0. 

The final try was 
scored following 

another quick lineout 
and good hands from all 
the bracks put Holloway 
over left of the posts. 
Slimings converted for 
41-0. 

The cup was awarded 
at the end of the 
tournament, and tour 
captain Cai Jones duly 
accepted on behalf of all 
players. 

The management 
would like to thank all 
the main sponsors and 
local businesses (Agrii, 
LMRFC, Flocon, Bay 
Cars, Gileston Farm 
Feeds, Howdens of 
Barry, KCS, Lloyd 


Owens, Sensor 

Techniques Ltd, 

Sportscubs, Topstak, 
R&T Fabrication, 
Keyline, Edwards 

Machinery, Anthony 
Brown Estate Agents, 
MHM plant hire, Yara 
Fertilisers and H&H 
Build) who helped 
support the tour and 
without their generous 
donations the tour. 

The 165s are away to 
Bridgend on April 26, 
before their final game 
against Llantwit Fardre 
on the Cardiff Arms 
Park on Friday, May 1, 
brings their season to a 
close. 

All supporters past 


and present are welcome 
to see this great bunch 
of boys play sublime 
rugby before moving on 
to pastures new in the 
youth ranks next year. 

Team: Iwan Williams, 
Scott Ankin, Jake Peers, 
Ethan Forrest, Lewis 
Sutton, Edward Thomas, 
Cai Jones (captain), 
Braidon Bennett, Ben 
Burrows, Tom Slimings, 
Scott Bunting, Evan 
Holloway, Ben Simpson, 
Steffan Bugler, Joe 
Hanson, Luc Morgan, 
Declan Ellis, Rhys 
Richards, Jacob Young, 
Saul Connelly, Ollie 
Rowbottom and James 
O’Donnell. AH 
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Students take on college challenge 



CARDIFF and Vale 
College invited year- 
10 pupils from 
schools across the 
region to CAVC’s 
Barry campus to test 
their construction 
skills. 

The pupils, from Cardiff 
High School, Western 
Cardiff Federation School 
and Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School 
took part in the college’s 
design and construction 
challenge. Held during 
National Science and 
Engineering Week, the 
competition was designed 
to give school pupils a 
taste of the various tasks 
involved in the 


construction industry and 
to show them the value of 
vocational education. 

Each school team was 
given a training session 
then shown to a 2.5m2 
square plot. They then 
selected a project manager 
and were split into 
contractors, each with a 
different task: paving the 
floor of the plot; designing 
and creating a tile mosaic; 
putting up fencing; and 
making the letters ‘CAVC’ 
out of piping as a test of 
plumbing skills. 

The team from Cardiff 
High School won the 
challenge, but the judges 
were extremely impressed 
by the quality of work and 
level of commitment from 
all of the teams. 


DISABILITY ARTS 
CYMRU EXHIBITION 


The Vale Council’s 
international gallery, Art 
Central, is currently hosting 
Disability Arts Cymru’s 
annual touring exhibition, 
which includes work by over 
40 artists. 

This year’s annual touring 
exhibition is dedicated to the life of 
Mark Anthony Annis, a member of 
Disability Arts Cymru, who sadly 
passed away in May 2014. He spent 
his life combating Asperger’s 
Syndrome, and was devoted to his art 
practice. 

He was greatly influenced by 
early 20th century artists from the 
cubist movement and exhibited his 


work widely throughout the UK and 
Europe. 

Annis was also one of the 20 
artists to exhibit in Art Central 
Gallery’s inaugural exhibition held 
in 2006. 

Among varied works are drawings 
by artist Gordon Earmer. It wasn’t 
until the year 2000, when he suffered 
a spinal accident leaving him with 
limited mobility, that he began to 
draw. 

Earmer said: “My art is a real 
therapy for me, as by concentrating 
on drawing I can find a new world 
with less discomfort.” 

The exhibition ends this Saturday, 
April 25. All are welcome and entry 
is free via the Town Hall, Barry. 


Chancellor applauds 
Vale businesses 



Chancellor of the Exchequer, 

George Osborne, last week 
joined Alun Cairns on a visit 
to the Vale and they met at 
Harris Pye in Llandow to 
discuss investment plans for 
sites in Barry and the wider 
Vale. 

Take a shoe box journey \ 

THE Samaritan’s Purse south- Chris Roberts, Samaritan’s Purse 
east Wales presents ‘Shoe Box assistant OCC director of Field 
Journey - it’s not just for Ministries will also speak. There will 
Christmas’ at Bethel Baptist be updates on last year’s successful 
Church Centre, Pontyclun, on Shoe Box campaign in the area 
May 9, from 10.15am - 12 (22,499 boxes were sent) plus news of 

this year’s campaign. 

Heir a first-hand account of - all welcome. 

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Box Contact shoebox4sew@gmail.com or 
distribution in Romania from Denise to Maggs Hibbert 07817 444417. 
Dickman, who was there in December Facebook: OCC South East Wales 
2014. (Cardiff). 


Mr Cairns said: “I was delighted to 
have been able to welcome George 
Osborne to the Vale of Glamorgan. 
The Chancellor was very impressed 
with the investment plans for a 
growing local business. 

“This is a great boost for local jobs, 
with unemployment continuing to fall, 
and it is wonderful to see a local firm 
expanding worldwide.” 


Trade Choice Kitchens 

and Replacement Doors 

Trade Prices Direct to the public from o family run business. 


Taps from £29 I Sinks from £55 


Huge range of 
Worktops from £49 

0\/ er 900 Do o rs to choo se f rom 

Call Today for your Free Design Consultation (Cwering South + West Wales) 

01656 478688 08001601434 

www.tradechoicekitchens.com Email: sales<g>tradechoicekttchens.com 

Credit -r Debit Cards Accepted 


• Rrp^iict^mrnt Kitrhrn Brdronm Ooor% 

|Any 

• Kitchens to suit every tHKSget 

• Frre 3 D Orsign Srrvicr 

- Full Fitting Service Aval able 

• Sinks / Tap Appliances 

• Ovrr 20 vr*ar% rxp<*rirnce 


7 Unit Kitchens from £482 excluding 
Worktops and Appliances. 


AUrurail tfflicr Ct—»ti *Ay»» 



From Flat Packed to Rigid 
Bespoke Kitchens 
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LOVING WELSH FOOD LINKS UP 
WITH FOOD AND DRINK FESTIVAL 


COWBRIDGE is set to have its own 
specialised Welsh food and drink tours, 
it was announced this week and the 
launch ties in to the new Cowbridge 
Food and Drink Festival dates. 

A new company - Loving Welsh Food - will 
launch at Arboreal restaurant in Cowbridge on 
Tuesday, May 19 just ahead of the Cowbridge 
Food and Drink Festival on May 24-25, where 
it will debut the tours. 

Director of Loving Welsh Food, Sian B 
Roberts, has been a regular at the festival in the 


ESS names ly 
Hafan as its 
charity of choice 


ONE of the biggest 
teacher recruitment 
agencies in Wales 
has announced 
plans to raise funds 
for Ty Hafan 
children’s hospice, 
as its charity of the 
year. 

Education Staffing 
Solutions, which has its 
head office in Cardiff and 
branches throughout 
south Wales and 
England, kicked off its 
sponsorship by giving a 
Ty Hafan family a day 
out at the Liberty 
Stadium during Ospreys 
Rabo 12 match against 
Zebre in Swansea. 

The company is 
offering prizes for the 
charity’s Hero Eriday 


fancy dress competition 
taking place during 
Children’s Hospice Week 
(May 11-17) month and 
it is organising a Wales 
Onesie carnival in June. 

“Supporting children 
is central to everything 
that we do at Education 
Staffing Solutions so it 
was a no-brainer really,” 
said chief executive 
Kevin Moyes. 

“Ty Hafan has only 
been going for a little 
over 15 years, but it does 
a brilliant job in offering 
care to life-limited 
children. I have seen that 
at first hand, because my 
young nephew and his 
Mum and Dad have been 
given so much love and 
support by the carers at 
Ty Hafan.” 


demo marquee and is appearing again at 10am on 
the Sunday of the festival. 

Loving Welsh Food will offer two appetising 
bite-sized half day experiences in the Vale (1pm - 
4.30pm) throughout the festival: ‘Welshcakes and 
Wine’ on Sunday and ‘Afternoon Tea and 
Bubbly’ on Bank Holiday Monday. 

The Welshcakes and Wine tour will delve into 
the beautiful countryside surrounding Cowbridge 
and visitors will be treated to a tour of 
Hendrewennol Fruit Farm (another festival 
exhibitor) and Meadow View Vineyard, where 
they will be given the opportunity to sample some 
of the finest biscotti, ice cream, chocolate, fruit 
vinegars and sparkling wines in Wales. 

The Afternoon Tea and Bubbly tour will 
include a trip to Llwyn Nwydig Farm and 
Meadow View Vineyard and visitors will be 
served up a cup of Welsh tea or coffee and a cake 
at Mrs O’s Pop-up Tea Rooms while taking in the 
breath-taking views the 78-acre farm has to offer, 
followed by a glass of Gwin y Fro sparkling wine 
at the vineyard. 

As well as food and drink tours. Loving Welsh 
Food offers safaris, Welsh cooking workshops, 
food talks and demonstrations. Tour tickets are 


available at 

www.ticketsource .co .uk/lovingwelshfood. 

Director of Loving Welsh Food Sian B Roberts 
said: “We’re very excited about the launch at the 
fabulous Arboreal restaurant. We’ll be inviting 
guests to find out about our future plans while 
sampling some of the fantastic Welsh food and 
drink produced in the Vale of Glamorgan. 

“We can’t wait to debut the tours at the 
Cowbridge Food and Drink festival; it’s the 
perfect opportunity to demonstrate our new 
offering with like-minded people who love Welsh 
food and drink.” 

Cowbridge Food and Drink Festival Manager, 
Polly Wilson, said: “Sian has done an incredible 
job establishing the new company and the tours 
and safaris are a great way of showcasing the fine 
produce that Cowbridge and beyond has to offer. 

“We’ll be at the Loving Welsh Food launch for 
people wanting to find out more about the tours 
and the other fantastic activities we have lined up 
at this year’s festival.” 

For more details about the food tours visit 
www.lovingwelshfood.uk/news or email 
sian @ lovingwelshfood.uk. 

To find out more about the Cowbridge Food 


Regional AM hits out at 
hospital parking chaos 


ELUNED PARROTT, Welsh 
Liberal Democrat AM for 
south Wales central, has 
demanded urgent action on 
what many residents are 
calling traffic and parking 
chaos’ at the University 
Hospital of Wales in Cardiff. 

“With ever-increasing services 
being provided at the site, visitors 
and residents attending outpatient 
appointments are regularly being 


turned away from the hospital site 
due to existing car parks being 
unable to cope with the demand, ” 
she said. 

“The situation has reached a 
critical point. It is not acceptable 
for outpatients, many of whom are 
unable to walk far, to be turned 
away from the site when they come 
for what for many are 
longstanding appointments. 

“Far too often, traffic queues 
on the approach to the car parks 
delay ambulances trying to access 


the site, which is extremely 
worrying. 

“What is also concerning is 
that more people are likely to be 
directed to the hospital if services 
such as neonatal care and 
inpatient children’s services are 
removed from the Royal 
Glamorgan Hospital in 
Llantrisant. 

“I am calling on the Cardiff and 
Vale University Health Board to 
urgently address the issue,” she 
concluded. 


and Drink Festival contact Polly on 07875 
290428, email info@cowbridgefoodanddrink.org. 
Full details and the complete lineup can be found 
on the website www.cowbridgefoodanddrink.org. 

Tickets for the festival - which cost £5 per day 
or £8 for the weekend - can be purchased online 
with a 10 per cent discount on all pre-sale tickets. 
Children 12 years and under go free. 

This year’s Cowbridge Food and Drink 
Festival takes place on Sunday, May 24 - 25. 


Feral cats the 
purrfect choice 
for pest control! 


CATS Protection’s 
Bridgend Adoption 
Centre has a 
surplus of working, 
out-door cats on its 
books. 

Most feral cats prefer 
the freedom of a working 
life to a comfortable lap 
in suburbia. We have had 
some very positive 
feedback in terms of 
reduced rodent problems 
from the many farms, 
stables and warehouses 
that have adopted a feral 
or two from us. 

A pair of feral/outdoor 
cats can provide a very 
efficient and 

environmentally-friendly 
alternative to chemical 
pest control. Garden 
centres, golf clubs, 
smallholdings, farms, 
stables, shops; in fact. 


anywhere where there is 
room to roam and 
rodents to catch, will 
provide working cats 
with a suitable 
environment in which to 
live and work. 

Owners must be 
prepared to provide their 
feline employees with 
food, water, some shelter 
and veterinary care when 
needed. Contrary to 
popular belief, regular 
food and neutering will 
not affect a feral cat’s 
desire to catch prey. 

If you would like to 
provide a home for a 
feral cat please contact 
Cats Protection’s 

Bridgend Adoption 
Centre on 01656 724396 
or email 

bridgend@cats.org.uk. 

SUE DOBBS 
Centre Manager. 




„ give your kitchen a « 
magical transformation 
^ if *** wiih repiacement * ^ 

„ kitchen doors & worktops... ^ 

Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors available, all made to measure 

Most jobs compieted in a d^ • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new ^ 

OyR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 

WO MESS • LESS GOST • WO FUSS 


From this... 


KITCHEN 6ENIE S?!|;gjr360030^’ 

TRANSFORM YOUR KITCHEN A FRACTION OF THE COST www.thekitchengenie.co.uk 


in 7 hours! 


The quartz overlay which goes over your existing 
worktops. More durable & less porous than granite 
ir , and up to 40% cheapen . 


quartzize 
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MODERN DECORATIONS 

Your 1st choice 
for curtains and blinds 

# Venetian, Vertieal, Roller and 
Roman Blinds. 

• Curtains, all valanees, tie baeks, 
evirtain traeks and poles. 

# View a wide range of Fabries in the 
eomfort of yovir own home or offiee. 

• Fvill measviring, make up and 
Fitting Serviee. 



Geoff Brown 

01446 739174 or 07718 536838 

Estimates Free (with no obligation) 
over 30 years experience 

Find us on yell.com 

WWW. moderndecorations. co. uk 


Heritage Castle 
Masonry - solutions for 
new build projects 

H 


ERITAGE Castle Masonry offers 
complete traditional stone 
.masonry solutions for all new 
build projects - both big and small. 

• Stone bam conversions; 

• New projects and ongoing projects; 


IKRITAGE 

CASTI K .M.VSO\RY 


Traditional Stone Masonry using 
timeserved building skills & methods 


• Specialist masomy services for historic & listed buildings 
• Repair & maintenance: 

Ume repainting, bath stone repair & restoration, 
removal of bacteria mould etc 
• Stone bam conversions • New projects 
• Traditional stone walls, gate posts & pillars 

Call 07918 952421 for more information 
www.heritagecastlemasonry.co .uk 


^^-ovcn cleaning 

* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 



NP Garden 
and Landscape 
Services 


NP Garden and 
Landscape Services 
was established in 
2000, aiming to 
provide customers 
with a reliable and 
professional service, 
superior to most 
companies already 


K 
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operating in south 
Wales. 

Since then, we have 
built up thousands of 
satisfied customers 
willing to provide 
references for the quality 
and efficiency of our 
work. 

As a result of this, a 
large proportion of our 
work is achieved 
through personal 
recommendations from 
past customers. 

For the second year 
mnning in 2013, we 
received a 

Marshalls award for our 
landscaping. The award 
was for the best 
engineering achievement 
for a specific project, 
and was up against 
strong competition from 
the whole of Wales and 
the south-west of 
England. 

In 2104, we won a 
Marshalls Award for 
paving and driveway 
installers for the third 
year mnning. These 
were for projects 
completed last year. 

For a garden and 
driveway improvement 
with complete piece of 
mind - look no further! 

We are Marshalls & 
Bradstone-approved 
driveway and paving 
installers - giving you 
complete piece of mind, 
with the option of their 
unique 10-year product 
guarantee. 

Why not visit our 
website and see the wide 
variety of work we 
undertake? See 
Npgardenandlandscapes 
ervices.co.uk or call 
01446 710736 or 07790 
166 480. 


• Traditional stone walls; 

• Stone gate posts and pillars. 

For more information, telephone 07918 952421. 

A company spokeswoman explained: “Heritage 
Castle Masonry is highly experienced in 
undertaking and managing new building projects, 
from private homes and dwellings to commercial 
constmetions. 

“Our highly-experienced team use carefully- 
sourced new materials, coupled with time-served 
traditional stone masonry techniques and building 
methods, to constmet high-quality buildings that 
are perfectly in keeping with surrounding buildings 
and architecture. 

“Whether you require new stone walls that must 
match existing masonry, or you need an entire 
building constructed using traditional materials and 
building techniques. Heritage Castle Masonry can 
help.” 






ABERGARW 
IMPRINTING 
DRIVEWAYS 

& DEVELOPMENTS 

Specialising in a variety of patterns & 
colours * Sealed to a high specification 
with a highly polished look 

Fencing & Patios 
Call for more 
information 

07840 601195 



LAWNMOWERS THAT ARE 
JUST RIGHT FOR THE JOB! 


PERFECTLY-mowed lawn calls 
for a lawnmower that is right for 
.the job and at R & T, we specialise 
in Mountfield lawnmowers, the UK’s No. 
One for over 50 years. 

We have quality rotary mowers, best-selling 
garden tractors, lawn riders and roller mowers 
offering different cutting methods to meet all your 


requirements. 

This year, we also have available the innovative 
cordless Freedom48 range of 48-volt mowers and 
garden tools. 

You will get long term value with our range of 
ECHO commercial grade chainsaws, brusheutters 
and hedgetrimmers, manufactured using Japanese 
technology, and with a five-year domestic warranty. 



Mduntfield 


Cordless Mowers from £269 


Petrol Mowers 
from £159 




5 Year Warranty 
on Selected Mowers 


Ride-on Mowers from £1199 

(not pictured model) 

Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
LlandowCF71 7PF 

01446 
771999 



www.mountfieldmowers.co.uk 


www.randt.co.uk 
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BRADLEY ON FORM 
AT STEEPLECHASES 


BRADLEY GIBBS (20) from Ynysybwl, 
who rides out for Aberthin National Hunt 
trainer Tim Vaughan, was in cracking 
form at the Llangeinor & Pentyrch Hunts 
Point-to-Point Steeplechases at the 
Dunraven Stud, Llanmihangel Farm, at 
Pyle near Bridgend, where he rode a four- 
timer. 

Three of those wins, on BringInTheBranston, 
Bajan Blu and Only Time’ll Tell, were on horses 
owned and trained by the stud’s owner David Brace 
OBE. 

After finishing unplaced in the opening young 
horse maiden on Dunraven Doc, won by Evan David 
on the Robert Luke trained Midnight Grace, owned 
and bred by show jumper Steve Hadley, Bradley’s 
first win came in the confined in which the blinkered 
BringInTheBranston outjumped his four rivals to 
score by eight lengths from the odds-on favourite 
Tiger Rag (James Tudor). 

Then in a match for the members’ race, Bradley on 
Bajan Blu made nearly every post a winning one 
when just holding on from the odds-on Banned In 
Bhutan (James Tudor) by a neck to deny Cyril Liley 
a first win in the race. 

Cyril, one of the joint-masters of the hunt, has 
been trying to win this race for years as an owner and 
a rider and has been runner-up on nine occasions! 

Mr Kristen Jacka’s six-year-old bay gelding Mr 
Sawyer gave Bradley his third win of the day when 
winning the restricted by a head from the favourite 
High Hatton (James Tudor). 

Mr Jacka, a Treorchy shopkeeper, said: “He won a 
maiden at Lower Machen last year, and he loves this 
quick ground. I fancied him that much that I had a 
good bet on him at 25-1.” 

Bradley’s fourth winner of the day came in the 


open maiden race in which, on the always prominent 
OnlyTime’ll Tell, he led at the second last to beat the 
best turned out Perky Bob (Nick Williams) by one- 
and-a-half- lengths. 

David Llewellyn's homebred prolific Rosies 
Peacock, under regular rider Welsh champion John 
Mathias, had the men’s open race won a long way 
out and came home 10 lengths ahead of 
Heavenstown, ridden by former national champion 
James Tudor, who had a frustrating run of seconds. 
James cannot be that many winners short of his 250th 
win. 

Super Villan, a 10-year-old chestnut gelding and a 
former winner under National Hunt rules, gave 
Nelson farmer Paul Webb and his trainer son Ceri 
their first win when landing the ladies’open race by 
one-and-a-half lengths from Teenage Kicks. 

Confidently ridden by Emma Moseley, Super 
Villan was wearing cheek pieces for the first time. 
“That was awesome,” said Emma on dismounting. 

The odds-on favourite Lauberhorn, ridden by 
Anna Metekohy, was left with too much ground to 
make up and slipped on the last bend when coming 
with a late dash. 

The organisers did well in watering the course 
during the week before racing and were rewarded 
with more runners than they could really have 
expected. 

The crowd certainly appeared to be enjoying the 
racing and, despite a cold wind during the early part 
of the day, many could be seen picnicking and plenty 
of people stayed behind to see David Brace’s 13- 
year-old grandson Connor win both pony races, the 
138cms on his bay mare Molly, who is the same age 
as his rider, and the 148cms & under open pony race 
on his eight-year-old bay mare Dont Tell Dai. 

BRIAN LEE 


Below-par Barry continue 
their push for promotion 


WITH every match vital in 
the push for promotion, 
Barry needed to be at their 
best against bogey side 
Llandaff in Cardiff last 
Saturday. 

Unfortunately, this was not the 
case and the 31-10 scoreline in 
Barry’s favour does not reflect 
what happened in those 80 
minutes. 

Eor the first 20 minutes, the 
Barry game was littered with 
mistakes and with a lively home 
side eager to keep the ball in play, 
the visitors were called on to 
defend for most of that period. 

In fact, the home team could 
well have been in front with a little 
more accuracy. 

Barry finally managed to begin 
to get some meaningful 
possession, reached the opposition 
22 for the first time and launched 
an attack of their own which 
forced the home side to defend. 

Eorced to defend, the home side 
began to concede penalties and 
from a quickly-taken one Scott 
crashed over in the corner to score 
and add the extras to give the 
visitors a seven-point lead. 

At a stage when Barry had the 
upper hand and plenty of 
possession, further scores were 
expected by the away supporters, 
but regretfully due to a mixture of 


greed and white line fever, this 
was not to be as at least four try- 
scoring chances were missed. 

The half, which should have 
seen Barry with a bonus point in 
the bag, ended with them just one 
score ahead and the game still to 
be won. 

Buoyed by having held out in 
the first 40 minutes, Llandaff 
opened the second full of 
confidence and it didn’t take long 
for them to square the match 
following a quickly-taken penalty 
some 40 yards out, as the scrum 
half crossed without a finger being 
laid on him. With the conversion 
successful, the game was level. 

Worse was to come as Barry, 
unable to get set piece possession 
from either scrum or lineout, 
struggled to see the ball at all and 
it was no surprise when their 
dominance in all facets of play 
saw the home side take the lead 
through a penalty. 

In reality, things could have 
been worse but for some sound 
defending by the visitors. 

Barry were indeed fortunate to 
be only three points down when 
the game entered its final quarter, 
and it was difficult to see where 
their next score was coming from 
if they continued to be second 
best. 

Somehow, and perhaps this 
shows the character of the squad, a 


mistake by the home defence from 
the kick off gave Barry possession 
and the recycled ball was spread 
wide for Jones to score wide out 
with the conversion missed. 

This score seemed to put new 
life into Barry and with the home 
team appearing to tire, space 
began to appear in all areas and, as 
the ball was spread wide. White 
was on hand to take the final pass 
to cross for a try which was 
converted for a nine-point lead. 

Llandaff had not given up and 
as Barry continued to lose their set 
piece, the defence had to be at its 
best. However, it was Barry who 
finished the stronger and after 
being held just short of the line, 
Evans crashed over from the 
resulting lineout and Barry finally 
got the bonus point so crucial at 
this stage of the season. 

Now in total control and 
camped on the home line’ Barry's 
final try was scored by Perry to 
see the game end with a 31-10 
victory. 

Next Saturday is Barry’s own 
‘Judgement Day’ as they entertain 
Old Illtydians, one place below 
them in the league, in the first of 
two meetings between the sides 
over the next fortnight. This will 
have a huge bearing on the end-of- 
season table. 

AJ 



ANTHONY BROWN LTD. 

ESTATE AGENTS & SURVEYORS, LLANTWIT MAJOR CF61 1XY 

A personal service - whether you’re buying or selling National association 

Tel: 01446 792723 Fax 01446 793267 


Estate Agents 



BOVERTON £375,000 



Individually designed well maintained 
four bedroom detached dormer 
bungalow with detached garage and 
workshop. Hallway, Lounge, Dining 
Room, Well equipped fitted Kitchen, 
Ground floor Bathroom, Two 
bedrooms and Cloakroom/WC to first 
floor. UPVC double glazing. Gas central 
heating. Double opening gates and 
driveway with well maintained gardens 
to front, side and rear. Ref 772D 



Wmi 



LLANTWIT MAJOR 
£179,500 

Modern south side Three Bedroom 
Semi Detached House with Detached 
Tandem Garage comprising Reception 
Hall, Living Room, Dining Area, Kitchen, 
Family Bathroom. Gas central heating. I 
UPVC double glazed windows. | 
Driveway Parking. Open plan garden 
to front. Paved Patio and Lawn 
enclosed rear garden. Ref 808D 



LLANTWIT MAJOR £185,000 

Modern three bedroom 
semi-detached house and 
garage with conservatory to 
the rear. Hallway, Cloakroom, 
Lounge, Fitted 

Kitchen/Dining area. Modern 
Bathroom. UPVC double 
glazed windows and doors. 
Gas central heating. Driveway 
and garden to front and rear. 
No onward chain. Ref 812D 



RHOOSE £224,950 

Modern well maintained four 
bedroom detached link house with 
Conservatory. Cloakroom, Lounge, 
Dining area. Luxury fitted Kitchen, 
Dining Room, En-suite to master 
bedroom. Luxury family Bathroom. 
Gas central heating. UPVC double 
glazed windows. Open plan and 
parking to front and good garden to 
the rear with views over the Bristol 
Channel and countryside. Ref 802D 


1 


LLANDOW £765,000 

Modern detached farm house with 
substantial yard, outbuildings and 7.2 
acres of pastureland. Galleried staircase 
to five bedrooms with en-suite facilities. 
Living Room, Dining Room, Quality 
open plan Kitchen/Living Room, 
Conservatory, Study area and Utility 
Room. Detached outbuilding with 
guest accommodation. Hay/Machinery 
store. Six looseboxes. Tack room. Large 
gardens and ample parking. Ref 810D 



LLANTWIT 
MAJOR £129,500 

Modern mid terrace three bedroom 
house comprising Entrance Hall, 
Lounge/Diner, Kitchen/Breakfast 
Room, Cloakroom, family 
Bathroom. Gas central heating. 
UPVC double glazed windows. 
Parking space. Open plan garden to 
front and low maintenance rear 
garden. Ref 806D 


LLANTWIT MAJOR 
£115,000 

Three bedroom end of terrace house 
comprising Hallway, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen/Breakfast room, 

Cloakroom/WC, Rear Hall, 
Bathroom/WC. Gas central heating. 
UPVC double glazed windows and 
doors. Open plan to front and enclosed 
low maintenance rear garden with 
access. No onward chain. Ref 811D 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR £115,000 

Purpose built three bedroom first 
floor self contained fiat with garage 
comprising Hallway, Lounge/Diner, 
Fitted Kitchen. Modern Bathroom. 
Gas central heating. UPVC double 
glazed windows and doors. 
Communal gardens. Freehold Ref 
813D No onward chain. 


STATHAN 
I VILLAGE £95,000 

Self contained two bedroom 
ground floor fiat which has been 
redecorated and new carpets 
fitted. Hallway, Lounge, Fitted 
Kitchen, Modern Bathroom. Gas 
central heating. UPVC double 
glazed windows and doors. 
Garden to front and rear. Ref 815D. 


Visit our website for ali our iisted properties - www.anthonybrownltd.co.uk 




Brighter 

Moves 


0.75% Selling Fees for April 

(Subject to minimum fee of £1250.00 pius VAT) 


Llantwit Major 01446 794433XBridgend 01656 655396lTalbot Green 01443 222420 


Websiteibrightermoves.co.uk emaihinfo® brightermoves.co.uk 
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Harding Close, Boverton 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Garage 


£134,950 d65 



River Walk, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Sun Room. Garage 
West End Location 


£249,950 a93 



Heol Y Fro, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Quiet Cul De Sac 


£184,950 




Rectory Road, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
74' Garden 


£279,950 


Barn Close, Boverton 

4 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
Detached Garage 


£559,950 


Llanmaes Road, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 

High Specification Kitchen 
Family Home 


£335,000 



Roberts Close, St Athan 

3 Beds. 2 Recps 
Views of Countryside 
Quiet Close 


£179,950 D56 



Fairfield Rise, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
132' Garden 
Detached Annex 



Nicholl Court, Boverton 

2 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 
Ideal FTB 


£275,000 d56| £95,000 dsq 



Whitewell Drive, Llantwit Major 

5 Bedrooms 
Extended 
26' Kitchen/Diner 


£285,000 e44 


Beggars Pound, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
198'Terraced Garden 
Period Home 


£315,000 F36 


T 



Brecon Street, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Combi Boiler 


£99,995 e5i 


£154,950 




Higher End, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
90' Garden. Garage 


£265,000 D57 



Wesley Street, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Garage 

West End Location 


£199,950 E41 



£219,950 D68 



Boverton Court, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Extended 
Popular Location 


£174,950 D58 



Warlow Close, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
En-Suite.2012 Boiler 
Garage. Driveway 


£220,000 D68 



Came Court, Llantwit Major 

3 Bedrooms 
Kitchen/Diner 

_ Southerly Garden _ 


£104,950 D62 


San Pedro del 
Pinatar, Murcia 



Top floor apartment 2 bed, 

1 bath, airport 10 mins, beach 5 mins 


£65,000 

Paul on freephone 0800 135 7503 
or email spain@chris-davies.co.uk 



The Square, St Athan 

4 Bedrooms 
Village Location 
Superb Character 


£315,000 D55 



Gian Y Mor, Llantwit Major 

4 Bedrooms 
Conservatory 
Garage 


£269,950 D60 



Walnut Grove, St Athan 

3 Bedrooms 
2 Receptions 
GCH Combi 


£94,950 D67 


Rhoose 01446 711900 

Llantwit Major 01446 792020 
Barry 01446 700007 

sales@chris-davies.co.uk 


Lets! 

Meadowcroft, Rhoose 
First Floor Apartment 
One Bed 
Appliances 
Band A. E42 
£375 PCM 

Meadowcroft, Rhoose 
One bed 
Ground Floor 
Electric Heating 
D68. Band A 
£395 PCM 

High Street, Barry 
3 Bedrooms 
Central Location 
Unfurnished 
E49. Band C 
£495 PCM 

Burlington Street, Barry 
Two Bedrooms 
Well Presented, Shower 
D64.Band B 
£595 PCM 

Picketston Close, St Athan 

Three Bedrooms 

Open Plan Living/Kitchen 

Garage 

D63. Band C 

£650 PCM 

Boverton, Single Garage to let. 
Up & Over Door. No Power or 
Lighting. £10 per week. 
Minimum 6 months, paid 
in advance. 


IMPORTANT CHANGES 
for PRIVATE LANDLORDS! 
Mandatory licensing in 
Wales will go ahead 

For full details visit the news 
tab on our website; chris- 
davies.co.uk or speak to our 
ARLA qualified lettings 
manager Claire 01446 791966 


Call Claire today to book 
a free rental valuation 

01446 791966 

Call Dawn today to book a viewing 

01446 791967 

lettings@chris-davies.co.uk 


chris-davies.co.uk 












































































































































28 - THE GEM 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news 


Thursday April 23rd, 2015 


Superior Developments 
for the over 50s 



Heronstone Park 

Ewenny, Bridgend, 


CF31 3BZ 


Cambrian Park 

Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff, 
CF5 5TJ 





• DETACHED 2 BEDROOM PROPERTIES 

• PRIVATE PARKING 

• PRIVATE LANDSCAPED GARDENS 

• PETS WELCOME 


• 16 SHOW HOMES ON DISPLAY 

• SHOW CENTRES OPEN 
MON-FRI 9am-5pm 

& weekends by appointment 


I 


Tel: 029 2059 7322 Mob: 07800 727250 

- ^Ma^uifvs Y 

Web: www.inaguiresparkhomes.co.uk PaS Homes / 
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STEVE 

NICHOLLS 

estate agents 


Properties needed in all areas for waiting clients. 

Our new website is now oniine! 
Visit www.steve-nichoiis.com 




BEIDR LORWG 

Detached property 
Quiet cul de sac 
Close to local amenities 
• Within easy driving 
distance of Cardiff city 
centre & M4 motorway 

£265,000 





MILWARD ROAD 

- JJ 


n I 


Md 


Ideal for first time buyer 
2 double bedroom, mid 
terraced property 
Quiet residential area of 
Barry, close to shops and 
train station 
No forward chain 


(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 


MOUNTBATTEN ROAD 

* Executive detached 
property 

* Located on popular 
residential estate 


£164,950 



CHAMBERLAIN ROW 

* Traditional detached 
bun^low 

* Popular residential 
development in Dinas 
Powys 

* Close to local amenties 

£265,000 




SEVERN AVENUE 

* Modern 3 bedroom 

• End link property 

• Popular residential 
estate 

* Ideal for a first 
time buyer/investor 

(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 



WOODHAM PARK 

* Large modern 
detached 

* In a quiet cul-de-sac 
on a popular residential 
development 

* Outskirts of Barry 
(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 


FRYATT STREET 


* * 

1 ’ 


> Traditional mid terraced 
property 

> Situated close to town 
centre 

> Close to local amenities 


£117,950 


ST. NICHOLAS CLOSE 


i 


I • 


Ground floor 
apartment 
Popular residential 
development in West 
End of Barry 
Close to local amenities 

OFFERS INVITED 

£89,950 



10UNTBATTEN ROAD 

* Detached 3 or 4 
bedroom property 

* Off road parking 

* Spacious living 
accomodation 

(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 



BUTTRILLS ROAD 

* Rare opportunity 

* Unique detached 
period-style property 

* Spacious, 4 beds, 

2 reception rooms, 
good sized garden 

* in the heart of Barry 
(SIMILAR PROPERTIES REQUIRED) 


ALWEN DRIVE 



Modern detached 
Popular residential 
development, close to 
local amenities 
4 good bedrooms 
Conservatory, private 
rear garden, off road 
parking. 

Needs updating 
No chain 


£229,950 


FIELD VIEW ROAD 

Modern semi 
Quiet cul-de-sac 
overlooking park. 
Double glazing, gas 
central heating, garage, 
3 bedrooms. 

Vacant, no chain 

£134,777 



LEWIS STREET 


• Idea] investment 
opportunity 

> 2 bedroom top floor flat 

> Located in West End of 
Barry 

• Walking distance to local 
amenities, no chain 


£79,950 


BUTTRILLS ROAD 


GERYLLAN 




id 


* Large semi detached 
property 

* Popular residential 
area of Barry 

* Main bus route into 
Barry & Cardiff 




nil* I 


' Detached executive 
property 
' Spacious living 
accommodation 
' 3 reception rooms 
' 4 double bedrooms 
' Double ^rage 


£165,000 


£425,000 


Free Valuations • No Sale No Fee Contract • Out of Hours Appointments 0 1446 735 I 75 

15 HIGH STREET, BARRY, VALE OF GLAMORGAN CF62 7EA www.steve-nicholls.com E 
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01446 349349 
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Contact us for your FREE no obligation property appraisal 
CALL Karen or Richard on 01446 349 349 
Or text 'BarryZ' to 60222 > 
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Is YMr Aerial Installer.^? 


» 4«r- 


ONI VISION AIIE! 


BOD 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 3061 01656 349 281 


www.orsevisionltd.co.uk 




Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
www.lst-digital.co.uk 


VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974065096 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
J COVERING ALL AREAS J 





BuikmnQ 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 
' Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 
' Conservatories .. 

S'-' 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


ASTAMTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Rendering 

• Driveways 

• Guttering 

• Chimneys 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Bathroom; 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Stairlifts 

• All Electric Work 
01446 489368 


MIKE ANDERSON 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 

• Wetrooms and all invalidity 
Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 


BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATNEHT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 

01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.baiTyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 



MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

s 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 
' Extensions 
' Disabled Grant Work 
' Roofing & Repairs 
' Conservatories 
' Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


The GEM 

01446 

774484 


CGS 

DOMESTIC CLEANING 

& 


Need help? Not enough time? 
Available in the Barry area. 
CRB checked and approved. 

Call Clare 07450 310921 


LDOaitlte Qi 



from ThH: 





16 This: 

l<^l 


Part Exchange Your Old Blinds For Now! 
SOLAR PART EXCHANGE! 

We will buy your otd bL'ods bock and recyde fhem rh on 

^errvirofvnentalfy-^endly way; no ma J fer the condiftofi! 

(imifed ^me«, lirmrlec/ oifer • 
up H> €20 bock for youf old bliodf 

solar 




I Barry 

Bridgend 

' 074^6 438103 

01656 349473 \ 


AWBiHGs • CAi^pm • sMunm • mwoKoxnaff 


^BLIND SALE!^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings Blinds 


]0144t43$1XaraniB4134$l\ 


Need an Accountant? 


I have 32 Years Experience. 

Full range of accountancy services offered. 
Daytime & evening appointments. 
NoVAT. CallAndrew01446439419. 


Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly 
CF83 IBQ • www.starline-blinds.co.UK 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


GENUINE 
15% OFF 
SALE^ 



NIGEL 

BOARDMAN 

Tradesman. 
Painter & Decorator 

Advanced City & Guilds 
Est1985 • Free Estimates 

07803 571757 


BLINDS 

CURTAINS I iqgulliver' 

' Vertical 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: 

0500 295192 mindd. 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 


I £99^ 




First Class Painter I 
and Decorator 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


• All Internal & External Work 
9 No Job too Small 
9 35 Years Experience 
9 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 




VffLE CARPETS 


lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 

Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 

KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & EITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 

01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 






STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


5S.C.D 

Carpentry 

We will beat any 
‘like for like’ 
kitchen quote. 
Free Design Service 
• Doors 

• Laminate Floors 
All aspects of 
Carpentry ■ I 

07737 291444 or 
01446 748164 


HD computer 
Solutions 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 
' No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 333330 


JONES & 
JONES 

DECORATORS 

Interior - Exterior 
Est 30 Years 

01656 664337 

or 

07974 269384 



TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

City & Guilds 
(Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


Call Eileen on 07891 690791 or 
email eileen@tindlenews.co.uk 
for ‘Don’t Do it Yourself enquiries 
- or to advertise on these pages 
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upvc specialist 

• UPVC Windows • Fascias 

• Doors • Conservatories 

• Guttering • Vertical Sliders 

• Composite Doors • Soffits 

• Over 30 years experience 

MoiK&7831 40 9 5 67 

Tel; 029 » S98& 



Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 



All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification _ 

07891 965150 
01446 700182 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 


Dave Reffell 

E/ectrica/ 

Services 

Domestic 
Installer 
t I Scheme 
Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d.reffell@hotmail.co.uk 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

B333BB 01446 796905 

07747 858514 

Approved Contractor rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

— Fast-Polite • Professional 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Call Eileen on 
07891 690791 for 
‘Don’t Do it 
Yourself’ 
enquiries - or 
email eileen@ 
tindlenews.co.uk 
to advertise on 
these pages. 


Arborwood Tree Care 


•Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting 'Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 
•Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 



Llewellyn Garden Services 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting, 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


mgs I 



• Gardening & Landscaping 

• Fencing, Garden Ciearance 

• Ground Maintenance 

•Aii Tree Work 

Best Value 4 Money 
Guaranteed 

1 Call 01446 622 279 or 07710 242 013 | 



ifonipldr (iardni Ivnicrs 

‘ . • UHMHO ♦ TlttS HI IRI. N 

AHI> lAnSS • WAliJt, AM3 fAlltlN 

Telephone: 01446 624274 
or 07765 611753 


ran 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


LUMBERJACKS 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES iPJC 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED ‘ 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 

We Serve Cowbridge, 
Bridgend, Barry & The Vale 

• Tree felling • Tree preservation 

• Dangerous tree work orders checked 

• Dead wooding for free 

• Thinning out & stump • Dismantling 
removal (at reduced rate • Pruning 

if we have removed tree) • Pollarding 

• Hedges, Bushes & Shrubs • Crown lifting 

I WE WILL BEAT ANY GENUINE QUOTEH 

All garden work undertaken 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 

V 8am to 8pm, 7 Days a Week y 


Bridge Khu Trb Sbhocb 

Qnonialictc in felling, pruning, 

0|llibldll515 III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel; 01446 T1385? 
SITE CLEARANCE or 0T921 902129 







ONE MAN WENT TO MOW 


fiinilrun&Tt 
leDxuadj « 


Lawnmowers need 
regular servicing, so 
come to the experts, 
Cardiff Lawn and 
Garden at Ely Bridge, 
Cardiff. We offer 
advice, sales and 
service on lawnmowers 
and garden equipment, 
plus we’ll collect and 
return your serviced 
lawnmower! 


Tel: 02920 569311 www.cardifflawnandgarden.co.uk 



NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Home & Garden Care 
Barry & The Vale 

Handyman Service 

All garden maintenance: 
Grass Cutting. 
Fencing Repairs. 

Jet /Pressure 
Wash Service. 

No job too small, free quotes, 
friendly advice. Great Prices 

Andy Betts 
Tel 07980 063087 
01446 420059 





Th«GEM 

01446 774484 


Gas A 
Services 


Combination Boiier 
& LPG Speciaiist 


Competitive & Reliable 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
m iiyM plus Electrical Services 

BBBbB fully qualified indentured 
liMliB Service Engineers 




Need something fixed in the 
house or garden? 

Call the man who can! 

No job too small. Trustworthy 
handyman. CRB/DBS checked. 
Tel: 01446 792543/07903 755055 
& talk to Phil or email 
themanwhocan2014@outlook.com 



ii'h 


Maintenance 

Team 


Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical Fencing 
Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry Painting 
Plastering Plumbing - Rubbish Removal 
Tiling Tree Surgery* Window Cleaning 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

r-ii Gareth 01446 794134 /07795 363175 


S.M.Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists . 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 23^1 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, ly Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 


'JX'fiumbintf 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

.. 0M4AAt|f71 
VLAiP. Orff 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing •Tiling 
Plastering •Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 





All aspects 
of Plumbing 


NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 


I ' Competitive & Reliable I 

01446 796263 
07814 394378 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
>4^ M & Tiling 




01446 

794266 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No j(^ 
too small _ 

07526 125982 
01446 678671 




> Boiler Installations 

> Boiler Upgrades 

> Boiler Breakdown 
Specialists 

> Full Central bleating System 
Installations 

> Power Flushing Specialists 

> Repairs/24Flr Callouts 

> Full Bathroom Installations 

> All General Plumbing Works 


jmmo 


mi Mil 

Cl Himno scmficG 

& Gas Installation Specialists 

Call Kevin Gale on 
07891 984965 
01446 420304 


jii 

4 


Q ? jC| Plumbing & Heating 

5? " 01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 

IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 

For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 30i 6i 6 


J P EOVVA.RDS 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


014M 790127 07719 0OSS20 
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Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


mi'itifiiisfi 

Decorators 
& Plasterers 
01446 403805 
^7850 598669 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
All work considered 
Any Place - Any Time 

07944 743932 


V Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 
1^ • Intensive 1 week courses 

^ • Special student rates • B+E Towing Lessons 

' 0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 



GUITAR 
TUTOR 

RNCM 
Graduate 
BA (Hons; 
Travels to 
pupils. 

£25ph. 

0779440 6620 
willhavard.com 



ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


ExploreThe GEM online ' 

barry-today.co.uk 

cowbridge-today.co.uk 

llantwit-major-today.co.uk 

porthcawl-today.co.uk 

bridgend-today.co.uk 





Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor Tiling Specialist^ 

Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459^ 

www.bonnytiler.co .uk 



Tiling by Tanya 

^ All aspects of wall & floor tiling 
^ Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 
^ Friendly, professional service 
^ No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


WmiiM 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 

Barry’s newest car 
registered with the 

' environment agency, DVLA 

» % ” ‘ & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s__J Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. * Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper/^Lead, * All grades of metal taken 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters • Car batteries 


CALLUSTODAYwww.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


WANTED 


Classic/Old Car 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 
If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 




mivm ROiU) 

Unbeatable cash prices paid for all Cars & Vans 
with or without MOT - Any age, any condition 


I £l(H)-£l(MMN)P7lI» I 


SAME DAY COLLECTION 


TRY US RLFORK YCRJ SCUMK 

Call Jack on 01446 728223 or 07500 901065 

Free, no obligation quote 


24I1R RLCXRIHRY SramUL 


Unit 7, Cardiff Road Business Park, CF63 2PQ 


ilaj QaPC 


FIREWOOD 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


10% off r-r^ * 
Call 01446 771567 

ATATW tnDfhlfe.Q:>. «l< 


1 ^ 
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r 
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^ Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 


Slimline 

Stairlift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 


Suffolk Punch 
145 Petrol 
Lawn Mower 

Complete with 
scarifier full instruction 
book. Regularly 
maintained. £85 

01446 772880 


Bugaboo 
Cameleon Pram 

Sand colour with full 
range of accessories. 
Excellent condition. 

£175 ono 
07876475015 


Mahogany 

Dresser 

Width 6ft X height 
5’10” with bar, glass 
shelving & cupboard. 

£250 

Tel: 01446 774782 



2 High Back Solid 
Teak Chairs 
Duo Seat with 
Dividing Table 
Small wooden 
garden table 
Good condition.Hardly 
used. Cannot deliver. 
01446 747483 


G-Plan 3 
Seater Sofa 

Beige - blue - 
peach £ 120 . 
Buyer collects. 

Tel: 02920 512422 


Kiddio Travel Cot with 
Mothercare mattress 
£40. Hauck pushchair 
£40. Mothercare baby 
walker £15. All items 
used only twice as 
grandchildren live in 
USA. 

Tel: 01446 711030 


Slumberland 3 
seater settee 

in patterned green & 
red. £35 ono. 
Mahoghany looking 
extending table with 
4 chairs. £100 ono. 

01446 736245 


Mobility Scooter 
GO GO ELITE 
TRAVELLER 

Pride Mobility, 4 
wheels, excellent 
condition, hardly used, 
new batteries included. 

£400 

Tel: 07946 753426 


Champion Manual 
Petrol Rotary 
Lawnmower 

149cc, Briggs & 
Stratton engine, very 
little used. 

£75 

Tel: 01656 653938 
or 07813 408955 


Spring Bed Cream 
headboard, two 
drawers, like new £100 
ono. White Chest of 4 
Drawers £30 ono. 
White Bedside Table 
£15. Round Teak 
Extending Dining 
Table Original size 36” 
£30. 

White Console Table 
£15. Tel: 01446 77434^ 



. independent 
• iuneral C/Arectors 

CarifiK for Your Lo\Td Ones 

• Loved ones remain at rest at our Barry premises 

• 24hr Immediate Attention • Private Chapel of Rest 

• Private Service Chapel • Affordable Funeral Packages 

• Male & Female Staff • Funeral Plans Offered 

Average price of a funeral £2,750 
Call us on 01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 
7, Tynewydd Rd, Barry, 

Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 8HB 

I (ilr.jiLc* 

\ w 


181 --- 

Court Road, Lyndsay Ellis @ 

CFeTlEX TH£ vale FU N ^ SHR\aCt 407962 


A Professional & Personal 
_ Servic e to the h ighest 

STANDARDS 


Family owned & run by husband 
& WIFE Lyndsay & Nicola 


Service Chapel with seating 
FOR UP TO 400 PEOPLE 


Fully qualified & experienced 

MEMBERS OF STAFF 


w w w.valefuner alser vice .co .uk 





W A Brown Son 






rm m 



W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


Cadoxton Funeral Home 



THOMAS EDWARD THOMAS 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any 
persons having a claim against or an 
interest in the Estate of the afore¬ 
mentioned deceased, late of 15 
Middlegate Court Cowbridge CF71 7EF, 
who died on 22/12/2013, are required to 
send particulars thereof in writing to the 
undersigned Solicitors on or before 
03/07/2015, after which date the Estate 
will be distributed having regard only to 
claims and interests of which they have 
had notice. 

GLAMORGAN LAW LLP 

The Pavilion 60 Eastgate Cowbridge 
Vale of Glamorgan CF71 7AB T439164 





ATUNTIC 

SELF STORAGE 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 
Compound 

www.atlanticselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 


Self Storage 
Containers & Lock-Ups 
sited in Barry 


LOST 

In Barry area. 

Gold cross -i- chain 
Reward offered - of 
sentimental value. 

Please phone 
01446 408954 


LOST 

Near Cowbridge town 
hall on Friday April 10. 
An irregular shaped 
mother of pearl 
pendant. Set in silver 
with green suede 
necklace, was wrapped 
in tissue paper as it 
was a present. 
Please contact Jane on 
07740 428689. 





Black Ash 
Bedroom Suite 

1 single & 1 double 
wardbrobe with 
mirrors and drawers. 
Matching chest of 
drawers £80 
after 6pm please 
01446 737110 


MG Rover 
Saloon 

In silver, very reliable, 
current MOT. Bucket 
seats, electric windows, 
central locking & alarm, 
alloy wheels. £400 ono 

01656 741586 or 
07704 535802 


Freelander 

TD4 

Excellent Condition 
2005. Auto diesel. 
Recent new MOT. 
Battery, breaks & tyres. 

£5450 

01446 790613 „ 
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CtEM FAMILY NOTICES 


COLLIER 

Graham 

(13.09.1935-26.04.2012) 

Partings come and hearts are broken, 
Loved ones go with words unspoken. 

Deep in our hearts there’s a memory kept, 
For a Husband and Father we will never forget. 
Now reunited with daughter Joan. 
Missed dearly RIP- Wife Helen, 
daughter Angela and Grandchildren xx 




itagEi 


tonrta 


Full Time/Part Time 
Careworkers 

to provide care at home for people living in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. 

From £7.50ph. 

Own car essential. 

Full training and support provided. 
Please ring: Kelly - HR Officer: 029 20 601796 
Or e-mail: kellycancelliere@bluebirdcare.co.uk 


IXllX 
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Doosan Babcock 

Accommodation Required 

Aberthaw Power Station shutdown 
for 16 weeks. Any sort of accommodation 
is required for men coming to site. 
Contact Office Manager Jenny Webb 
on 01446 750271 ext 2675 or 
Clive Thorne on ext 2277. 




Thinking of Moving! 

Cash buyer looking for property in 

Rhoose 

Preferably Fontygary Road or 
Fonmon Road area. 

Anything considered. 

Please do not hesitate to give us 
a ring on 07599 225614 


WANTED TO RENT; 

3-4 BEDROOM DETACHED 
HOUSE/BUNGALOW 

Enclosed rear garden, garage, rural/semi- 
rural location. Professional couple with cats, 
excellent references available. 

VALE OF GLAMORGAN/ 
BRIDGEND/COWBRIDGE AREA 

Needed urgently due to work relocation. 

Tel: 077487 75657 



1^ MAZEY *1 

Edmund 

Suddenly after a short illness at University 
Hospital of Wales, Cardiff, Eddie aged 97 years. 
Beloved husband of the late Mary, much loved 
dad of Anne and son-in-law John, also a loved 
gramps to Kathryn and the boys. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son until the funeral 
service in The Chapel of Rest on Monday, April 27 
at 2pm, followed by committal at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium. Family flowers only. 
Donations in lieu if so desired for Orchard House 
Residential Home c/o the funeral director. 


I^MATTHEWS®! 

Fay Patricia Margaret 

(nee Probert) 

Passed away suddenly but peacefully on April 12, 
aged 78 years. Devoted wife of Brynley, much loved 
mum of Gwynneth, Mervyn, Bronwen, Eirwen, Allin 
and Gareth. Adored nan and great-grandmother to 
all her grandchildren. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry until her funeral service at 
St David’s Methodist Church, Winston Road, Barry on 
Thursday, April 30 at 1.45pm, followed by interment at 
Barry Cemetery at 2.45pm. 

Flowers may be sent to the funeral home. 


1^ BELLINGER 

Brian Anthony 

Passed away on April 18 at University Hospital 
of Wales, Cardiff. Beloved husband of Margaret, 
dearly loved father of Craig and daughter-in-law 
Nicala and much loved by his grandson Antony. 

Resting at A.G. Adams & Son until the funeral 
service on Wednesday, April 29 at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 1pm. Family 
flowers only. 


HARVEY 

Colin Richard 

Peacefully on April 17 at the University Hospital 
of Wales, Cardiff. Colin, devoted husband of 
Anna. Much loved dad to Neil, Claire and Ian, 
cherished grampy to all his grandchildren. 
Colin will be dearly missed by all his family 
and friends. 

Resting in the private chapel of The Vale Funeral 
Service, 181 Court Road, Barry until his service at 
Cardiff & Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry on 
Wednesday, May 6 at 10am. Family flowers only, 
donations if desired may be made to The RAF 
Benevolent Fund or The Royal British Legion. 
All enquiries to Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale Funeral 
Service Service. 




I* METCALF 

Daphne Vivienne 

Passed away peacefully on 15th April 2015 at 
Derriford Hospital, Plymouth aged 86 years. 

Beloved wife of James (deceased), loving 
mother of Julian, Nigel and Andrew, mother- 
in-law of Sonja and Eileen and dearest nana 
of Jemima, Dylan and Rory. 

Funeral service at Efford Crematorium, Plymouth 
on Tuesday, 28th April at 2pm. 

All flowers and enquiries to Walter C. Parson 
Euneral Directors, The Stables, 32 West Street, 
Tavistock, PL19 8JY. Tel: 01822 617300 


I* HORSEY *1 

Alan Alexander 

Passed away peacefully on March 25, 
beloved husband of Pauline. Dearly loved 
father of Julian, much loved father-in-law 
of Angharad and devoted grandpa of Seren. 
Will be sadly missed by all family and friends. 
Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Monday, April 27 at 11am. Family flowers 
only please, donations if desired to Parkinsons 
UK Cymru, Maritime Offices, Woodland 
Terrace, Maesycoed, Pontypridd, CF37 IBZ. 


GEORGE 

Louise (nee Thomas) 

Peacefully, after a very short illness, on April 15, 
at Withybush Hospital, Haverfordwest, Louise, 
eldest daughter of Percy and Xantippe Thomas, 
formerly of Splott Farm, St Donats. 

Beloved wife of the late Graham George and much 
loved mother of Carolyn, Penelope and Christopher, 
and mother-in-law to Alistair and Elizabeth. 
Cherished Gran of Rhiannon, Simon, Rebecca and 
Owain, and adored Great Gran of Iona, Zachary, 
Xanti and Phoebe. 

Funeral service will be held on Monday, April 27 
at St Andrews Church, Narberth at 11.30am, 
followed by committal at Parc Gwyn Crematorium, 
Narberth at 12.15pm. 

Family flowers only - donations in memory of 
Louise can be made payable to British Red Cross 
and sent to: Ms Penny George, Ysgubor Hen, 
Honey Hook, Llangwm, Pembrokeshire, SA62 4JR. 



Frank 

Mitchell 

Time unfolds 
another year, but 
memories keep 
you ever near. 

Love Shirley and 
family xx 


CLASSIFIEDS 

Use The GEM to reach 
all the people you need to! 

Call 01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and sohcitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 




3’osmfne 

Lots of love from Mummy, 

Gareth &Jess, Nanny &. 
Granshiandallyour • 
Uncles, Aunties & 

Cousins. Xxx 

1 OMG 1 

1 LOOK WHO’S 40 J 

Eveleigh 

(Nee Staples) 1 J 

23 April* 

Love you lots. Mum, 

Dad & all the family xxx J 

Happy 60th Birthday 

on 25th April 

Lots of Love from 
Philipy Jus teariy 

Garethy 

Wk f Peter & Vg/lS* 

m Mitchell V 

Happy 30th 

Mitchell ^ 

from all your 
^ friends at 

SHO^^&NTS 


Barry Thirds 
entertain 


BARRY THIRD 
XV entertained the 
visit of touring side 
King’s Royal 
Hussars on a fine, 
dry Saturday 
afternoon at 
Reservoir Fields. 

After a long hard 
season it was fitting for 
manager Frank Greig 
and Ken Chow be 
afforded some luxury in 
team selection as 
numerous players made 
themselves available. 

Will King made his 
first appearance for the 
club in 18 months, 
while there were also 
debuts for Nick Hillman 
on the wing and Connor 
Woodfin from the 
bench. 

Barry knew they were 
up against the odds 
early on when the 
Hussars demonstrated 
their superior fitness and 
intensity with some 
good strong runs. They 
were, however, repelled 
by some brilliant 
scramble defence, most 
notably from Rhidian 
Mepham and flanker 
Morgan Fogg. 

The Hussars utilised 
their giant No. 8 at the 
base of the scrum to 
cause havoc in the Barry 
defence, but often their 
lack of match practice 
showed as the ball was 
knocked on. 

The home side fed off 
scraps but eventually 
pieced together some 
phases. The line-out 
began to function with 
King a colossal figure, 
and the half-back 
partnership of Mepham 
and Chris Bailey began 
to move things forward. 

Following some 
indiscretion by the 
visiting side, Barry 
found themselves in 
opposition territory for 
the first time. Playing 
with tremendous 
patience and composure, 
they were rewarded with 
the first try when Glyn 
Pirso crashed over from 
close range. Hillman 
failed to add the extras. 

Roused from their 
slumber, the away side 
responded with a superb 
break by the back row, 
which put Barry under 
enormous pressure. The 
result was a try from out 
wide, despite the best 


efforts of Kirsch, which 
went unconverted to 
level the scores. 

With the wind in their 
sails, both 
metaphorically and 
literally spealdng, the 
Hussars came forward 
again before the break 
and were rewarded with 
another close-range try, 
although there was some 
doubt as to whether the 
ball was grounded. The 
conversion gave them a 
12-5 lead at halftime. 

Looking to utilise the 
boot in the second half 
with the elements in 
their favour, Barry 
started well, especially 
after Ring, Howells- 
Davies and Morris were 
sent on for some fresh 
impetus. 

However, it was the 
visitors who once again 
showed the greater 
fitness and also a larger 
bench, and despite the 
efforts of Jones, 
Mepham, Poole and 
ultimately King, it was 
another 40 minutes of 
rearguard action by the 
green-and-whites. 

Barry would hold out 
for long periods in their 
own half in the second 
period but finally 
succumbed in the last 
quarter, when the 
Hussars added three 
tries near the end to 
reward their territorial 
superiority. The final 
score was 29-5. 

The management 
would like to thank the 
superb effort by all the 
players for the game and 
also the King’s Royal 
Hussars for being 
superb tourists. We 
sincerely hope to 
welcome them again 
next season. 

Barry Third XV will 
finish their season with 
a home game against 
touring side Mold this 
weekend. 

Team: Poole; Kirsch, 
D Evans, Davies, 
Hillman; Bailey, 
Mepham; Pirso, 
Leighton Jones, Fortt; 
Deyes, Betts; Fogg, 
Lloyd Jones ©, King. 
Replacements: Ring, 
Howells-Davies, 
Woodfin, Morris, E 
Evans, Rees, Adams. 
Man- of the match: 
Fogg. 

KC 


touring team 


GORDON LANDS 
A HOLE-IN-ONE 

A Wenvoe golfer will have no excuse for 
missing his next tee-time after winning a 
limited-edition BOSS watch for achieving 
a hole-in-one. 

Gordon MacPherson, 69, scored his with a six- 
iron ace on the 159-yard, par-three ninth at Wenvoe 
Castle GC, and the 10-handicapper was rewarded 
with membership of the exclusive BOSS Watches 
HI Club and a specially-commissioned, 
commemorative timepiece. 

The luxury German brand has once again pledged 
to reward club golfers with an exclusive watch for 
every hole-in-one recorded during a club 
competition in 2015. 

In addition to the limited-edition watch, 
MacPherson joins more than 7,000 members in the 
BOSS Watches HI Club which offers access to 
exclusive benefits and merchandise. 
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G 09 d as New 

Car Body Repairs 

“Now 10 Years in business” 



Tristan Greedy would 
like to inform all of his 
customers that due to 
business expansion they have moved from the Heritage 
Business Park, Wick Rd, Llantwit Major to their new 
premises (next door to the Post Office sorting office), 
Llandow, Vale Business Park - and it’s business as normal. 


New Address 


Unit 4, 

40D Penllyn Way, 
Vale Business Park, 
Llandow CF71 7PF 


^ 10 % 

DISCOUNT 

with this voucher 


We will try to beat your excess before you go 
through your insurance. 


Open 6 days a week 
Sam till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays 
Light & Heavy 
Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to 
beat any genuine like for 
like quotation 
We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

“If your excess is too high - 
give us a try” 

New Phone No. 






Find us on 


01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @ hotmail.co.uk 


Gymnasts shine at events 



BARRYYMCA 
gymnasts recently 
enjoyed success at 
the South Central 
Modified Grades 
event. 

Caitlin Meadows and 
Kelsey Cross both 
competed in Modified 
grade 3. Caitlin took the 
overall title and placed 
1st on bars and beam, 
and 2nd on vault and 
floor. Kelsey placed 2nd 
overall, 1st on floor and 
vault, 2nd on bars and 
floor. 

Hana Davis (7) also 
competed on the same 
day in the South Central 
7 Years Prep event. She 
claimed the overall title 
and also gained another 
two gold medals on 
beam and range & 
conditioning, silver on 
bars and floor and 
bronze on vault. 

More Barry YMCA 
gymnasts were in action 
at the Welsh Grades 
events. Bria Karim, Erin 
Gamble and Evie Wong 
all successfully 
completed the required 
skills to pass their Grade 
3. All three scored high 
enough to be awarded a 
‘highly commended’. 

Celyn Powell, Laila- 
Jade Lang and Sophia 
Eoscolo enjoyed similar 
success in Grade 4. 
Celyn and Sophia 
gained ‘highly 
commended’ while 
Laila-Jade secured a 


‘pass’. Lily Eoscolo was 
entered for her first 
grading - grade 6. She 
demonstrated lovely 
work to gain a ‘highly 
commended’. 

Congratulations to all 
gymnasts and thank you 
to coaches Aimee, Anne, 
Charlotte, Karen and 
Sophie for their hard 
work coaching the 
above girls. 

Barry YMCA are 
looking for future 
competition hopefuls 
and will shortly be 
holding an open day to 
identify talented 
children to join their 
competitive preparation 
group. 

Prospective gymnasts 
do not need to be able to 
perform any particular 
skills, the coaches are 
looking for children 
who are strong, flexible 
and brave enough to try 
out new things. 

If you are interested 
in your daughter 
attending this open day 
please visit the 
following Facebook 
page 

WWW facebook .com/ymc 
abarry and leave your 
daughters name, date of 
birth and a contact 
number. Alternatively 
contact YMCA Barry on 
01446 724001 and leave 
your details. 

KD 


The Barry & 
District men’s 
skittle league 


DIVISION 1: 

49’ers. (P.Solowyk 29) 
286, Geest (J.Hawkins 
32) 289; Bunker Boys 
(K.Hewitson 33) 252, 
Colcot Boys (A.Bumford 
28); Ex-Servicemen 
(H.Hellyar 32) 270, The 
Hairy Lemons (S .Gully 
28) 274; The Hairy 

Lemons (R .Ryles 27) 
273, Colcot Boys 
(T.Sherrin 25) 239. 
DIVISION 2: 

Abercrete (N.Morgan, 
S.Miller 27) 273, the 
Royalists (G.Davies 32) 
262; Barry Social 
(B .Allen 25) 236, Buffs 
Exiles (B .Griffiths 27) 
261; Exiles (M .Bumford 
28) 284, Willie Wombles 
(B.Gratton 34) 300; 

Poshes (M.Gallimore 29) 
285, Witchill Poachers 
(D .Adams 29) 278; Sea 
View (R.Incledon, 
B.Wastkins 28) 297, BP 


Breakaways (J .Mills 30) 
275; Tynny Pliers 
(G .Hobbs, S.Taylor, 
P.Snook 29) 288, 

Abercrete (D .Arnold 27) 
284; Tynewydd Lads 
(C .Wright 29) 276, 

Tynny Pliers (A.Davies 
29) 265; Willie Wombles 
(P.Taylor 32) 285, 

Tynewydd Lads 

(D.Sluman 34) 280; 

Witchill Wizards 

(D.Casado, D.Britton 32) 
338, Road Runners 
(J.Norris 35) 264. 
DIVISION 3: 

Billy Whizz 

(A.O’Brien 29) 250, 

British Rail 253; 
C.U.D.(D.Perington 32) 
263, KP Monkeynuts 
(M.Alanui, K.Payne 27) 
271; Cannon Balls 
(G.Currie 32) 304, Billy 
Whizz (A.O’Brien, 
S.Coombes 30) 274. 

HR 



The Barry & 
District leagues 
and results 


CRIB DIVISION 1: 

Railway 6, Rhoose 
Social 9; West End 9, 
West End Wanderers 6; 
Cadoxton Cons 5, 
Liberals 10; Wyndham 
Cons 6, Moors Boys 9. 

League table: Liberals 
202, Wyndham Cons 
199, Cadoxton Cons 197, 
Moors Boys 194, West 
End Wanderers 186, 
West End 185, Rhoose 
Social 178, Railway 159. 
SKITTLES DIVISION 
1 

Sea View B 6, 
Cambrian Plyers 1; King 
William XII 0, Rugby 
Club 7; Allsorts 2, 
Rhoose Social B 5; 
Slammers 6.5, Rhoose 
Social A 0.5; Runway 
Club 5, Rhoosters 2; 
Liberals C 2, West End C 
5; Rhoose Social C 7, 
Barries Boys 0; West End 
D 6, Liberals A 1. 

League table: Sea 
View B 127, West End C 

121.5, Allsorts 106, King 
William XII 99, West 
End D 97.5, Slammers 

94.5, Rugby Club 94, 
Barries Boys 89.5, 
Rhoose Social B 85, 
Rhoose Social A 84, 
Rhoosters 81.5, Rhoose 
Social C 71.5, Liberals A 
66, Runway Club 60.5, 
Cambrian Plyers 60, 
Liberals C 55.5. 
SNOOKER DIVISION 
1 

Harbour B 5, 
Wyndham Cons A 0; 
Rhoose Social C 3, 
Wyndham Cons C 2; 


Cadoxton Cons Z 5, 
Harbour A 0; Penarth 
Cons B 4, Savoy B 1; 
Savoy A 4, Cadoxton 
Cons B 1; West End C 2, 
Rhoose Social B 3. 

League table: Harbour 
B 104, Savoy A 96, West 
End C 79, Cadoxton 
Cons B 76, Cadoxton 
Cons Z 76, Rhoose 
Social C 60, Rhoose 
Social B 59, Wyndham 
Cons A 57, Harbour A 
56, Penarth Cons B 48, 
Savoy B 47, Wyndham 
Cons C 47. 

SNOOKER DIVISION 
2 

Cadoxton Cons A 1, 
Liberators 4; Market 
Street B 3, Railway B 2; 
Penarth Cons A 2, 
Market Street C 3; 
Services Social B 1, 
Railway A 4; Penarth 
Cons D 5, Sully Sports A 
0; Railway C 4, West End 
B 1. 

League table: Railway 
A93, Market Street C 78, 
Penarth Cons D 73, 
Liberators 72, Market 
Street B 71, Railway B 
70, Services Social B 67, 
Cadoxton Cons A 63, 
Penarth Cons A 59, Sully 
Sports A 57, ^Railway C 
50, West End B 47 (* = 
points deducted). 

All league & cup 
fixtures and results at 
www.barryleagues .co .uk 
and on Facebook - 
search for 'barry 
leagues'. 


JW 

Bridge results 

RESULTS for the Vale of Glamorgan 
Bridge Club, Celtic Sims competition on 
April 20: 

1st Tony Disley & Phil Pelman 70.24%, 2nd Tony 
Ratcliffe &Patrick Jourdaine 60.71%, 3rd Mike Best 
& Kevin Maddox 57.44%. 

LE 
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The Barry Beavers 
excel in Carmarthen 
swimming event 




BARRY Beavers 
went to Carmarthen 
on April 18 to 
compete against 
seven other Welsh 
clubs, and we came 
second overall, 
getting four gold, six 
silver and one 
bronze medal out of 
21 swimmers. 

Even though we were 
10 swimmers down, the 
ones that competed did 
fantastically well and we 
are all very proud of 
them. 

The medalists are: 
gold - Abigail Finch, 
Callum Savory, Courtney 
Rogers; junior relay: 
Tyler Savory, Jesse 
Rodgers, Courtney 
Rogers & Abigail Finch. 
Silver - Keira Richards 
(her first gala). Jack 
Kemp Louis Davies, 
Ffion Jones, Tyler 
Savory, James Jones. 
Bronze - senior relay: 
Mark Eveleigh, Gareth 
Lloyd, Nicky Cushen, 
James Jones. 

The other swimmers 
taking part, who all 
missed out in such tight 
races (under a quarter of 
a second in many cases) 
were: Joanna Davies, 
Shannon Rogers, Philip 
Daly, Talisha Rogers, 
Katie Rosser (her first 
gala). Will Griffiths, 
Sarah Davies, Layla 
Rogers. We shouldn’t 
forget our two 
instructors, Christopher 
Economides and Sarah 
Davies; they competed 
against other instructors 
from the other clubs 
taking part so well done. 

We look forward to 
our next event in Ebbw 
Vale in May. A big thank 
you to the mums that 
came with us to support 
our club. 

PF 
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Athletic cricketers 
celebrate 125 years 



ON Saturday Barry Athletic 
Cricket Club held its 125th 
anniversary dinner at The 
Masonic Hall in Barry, with 
Phil Steele as the guest speaker. 

The night was a great success with 
over 80 people attending the event for 
a four course meal, the new and old 
mixed on a brilliant night. 

Dil Samuel, Gary Morgan, Simon 
Westphal, Geraint Evans, Rhys Davies, 
John Clogg and Carl Thomas were 
seven of the Welsh Cup winning side 
from 1985 in attendance on the night, 
with Doug Curtin, John Murphy, Alan 
Storey and Huw Grove, who were also 
part of the winning side, unable to 
attend. Other old players from that era 
who were in attendance on the night 
were Owain Clements, Tim Clements, 


Owain Thomas, Billy Davies, Keith 
Selway, Paul Adams, Peter Robinson, 
Kelvin Rosser, Colin Davies and 
Lindsay Bennett. 

The dinner was compared by vice 
chairman Steve Jones, with speeches 
from first team captain John Gee, 
chairman Peter Hellyar and a toast by 
Clan Williams, with Phil Steele having 
the audience in laughter with his 
stories of a 20 plus year career with the 
BBC. 

The night was a great success and 
the club have more planned for the 
year. 

This Saturday Barry Athletic are at 
home to Blackwood at the Athletic 
Ground with a 1pm start; on Sunday a 
select side will play Barry West End, 
also a 1pm start. 

MR 


NO LONGER BOOM 
TIME FOR POINTS 


THE GEM’S Brian 
Lee, who first reported 
on the Welsh hunt¬ 
racing scene back in 
1966, takes another 
look through his many 
press cuttings scrap 
books and discovers a 
time when the hunts 
received a lot more 
entries than they do 
today. 

ON February 9, 
1985, under the 
heading Boom Time 
For Racing, I wrote: 
‘Point-To-Point 
racing has never 
been so popular. 
Despite the firm 
ground for most of 
last season, there 
were over 12,000 
runners at meetings 
up and down the 
country. Between 
February 23 and 
May 18,18 meetings 
are due to be held in 
the south and west 
Wales areas.’ 

Well this season, only 
a total of 14 hunts 
applied for fixtures in 
these two areas and one 
of these had to be 
abandoned owing to the 
course being 

waterlogged. The 

number of entries 
received so far this 
season is certainly down 
on past years. The 
Banwen Miners, for 
instance, had a whopping 
43 entries for their men’s 
open race and 33 entries 
for their adjacent hunt’s 
race back in 1985. 

That was the year I 


tipped in the press Hallo 
Dandy to win the Grand 
National and under the 
heading ‘Hywel 

Continues Welsh 

Tradition’ I wrote: 
‘Cardigan-born Hywel 
Davies is the second 
successive jump jockey 
from Wales to win the 
Grand National, 

following Neale Doughty 
on Hallo Dandy last 
year.’ 

(Incidentally, Neale 
Doughty, a former 
member of the 
Llangeinor Hunt Pony 
Club, came from Kenfig 
Hill.) 

Hywel’s victory has 
given Welsh Hunt racing 
a tremendous boost as 
before he joined the paid 
ranks he regularly took 
part in Welsh point-to- 
point races. I recall 
seeing him at his brilliant 
best at Lydstep some 
years ago when the horse 
he was riding. Heather’s 
Son, was brought to a 
standstill halfway 

through the race when 
another horse fell in front 
of him. Somehow or 
other he got his mount 
going again, and to the 
surprise of everyone on 
the course, managed to 
get up in the last 50 yards 
to pip the favourite. 

Other Welsh point-to- 
pointers Hywel was 
associated with were 
Romany Park and 
Knight’s Queen. 

However, in his very 
last ride in a Welsh 
point-to-point, before he 
turned professional, he 
was auspiciously 

unseated at the 
Llangenior Hunt. 


Wanderers 
take spoils 
of victory 


IN their second pre¬ 
season friendly. 
Sully Centurions 
narrowly lost to 
neighbours Barry 
Wanderers, after a 
game that had its 
fair share of 
interesting 
moments! 

Batting first. Sully 
started brightly as 
openers Tom Davies and 
Nathan Baker put on 37 
for the first wicket, when 
Baker was caught for 23 
off the bowling of Cole. 

Tom was then joined 
by new boy Santos who 
also looked in good 
touch before he too was 
caught for 33. 

Davies and Adam 
Sylvester (34) took the 
score along to 130 when 
Davies was bowled for 
47. The scoring rate 
slowed down 

considerably after the 
halfway mark, thanks to 
some accurate bowling 
from Sandhu, Has sett 
and Downey. 

Lloyd Bruce's 29, a 
quick cameo of 13 from 
Jake Giiffett and 15 at 
the death from the 
returning Peter Thomas 
gave the score some 
respectability. 
Centurions were 


eventually all out for 
217. 

Wanderers’ opening 
pair of Hannerford and 
Blundell never put a foot 
wrong as they piled on 
the runs. They had put on 
179 for the first wicket 
when Hannerford was 
stumped by stand-in 
wicketkeeper Jake 
Griffett (on for the 
injured Baker) off the 
bowling of Bruce for a 
marvellous 113. 

The next wicket fell 
only one run later as 
Santos bowled Croft for 
a duck. With Baker off 
injured and the early 
exits of Ellis and 
Sylvester, Centurions 
finished the match with 
only eight players on the 
field and the Wanderers' 
batsmen found the gaps 
in the field with 
increasing regularity. 

However, the match 
went down to the last 
over when Blundell, who 
carried his bat for 80, hit 
the winning runs with 
two balls to spare. 
Wanderers fully deserved 
the victory and 
Centurions now look 
forward to the return 
match later in the season. 

Sully Centurions 217 
all out; Barry Wanderers 
218 for 2. 

MF 


Hywel, who was given 
the kiss of life after being 
thrown at Doncaster a 
couple of seasons ago, is 
the younger brother of 
Geraint Davies, a 
National Hunt jockey of 
note before injuries 
forced him to retire. 

Hywel, who has 
written himself into the 
racing history books, 
follows the tradition of 
other Welshmen like Jack 
Anthony, Fred Rees, 
Evan Williams, Mervyn 
Jones, Fulke Walwyn and 
Neale Doughty, who 
have all been successful 
in the world’s greatest 
steeplechase. 

I also reported that at 
the Gelligaer point-to- 
point: ‘Scott Perry, aged 
20, chalked up his first 
win when winning the 
men’s open race on 
Milton Bradley’s 

Santoss.’ Sadly, Scot 
was later killed in a 
farming accident if my 
memory serves me right. 

The ladies’ open race 
at this meeting was won 
by Shan Morgan aboard 
Luchello and Brian Price 
recorded a double on 
Team and Captain 
Rondo. 

Beth Llewellyn from 
Bargoed rode her first 
winner on Ballytask in 
the hunt race and Joe 
Price took the adjacent 
hunt’s race on his 14- 
year-old ex-chaser Hobo. 

Under the heading 
‘Alison First’ I recorded 
that: ‘Alison Kenniford, 
a bank clerk from Ystrad 
Mynach, had her first 
ride in a point-to-point at 
the Talybont yesterday 
and landed the members’ 
race, despite falling at the 
eighth fence. 

‘Alison remounted her 
bay gelding Grange Lad, 
who caught the favourite 
Riverside OK, who had 
earlier unseated his rider 


Andrew James at the 
second fence, to win by 
six lengths.’ While at the 
Curragh: ‘The men’s 

open race went to Yellow 
Jersey, trained at 
Bridgend by his owner 
Geoffrey Hamer, and 
ridden by Paul Hamer the 
owner’s younger 

brother.’ 

There was a record 
entry of 173 horses for 
the Glamorgan Hunt 
Point-To-Point 
Steeplechases this year 
and I reported: ‘Cyril 
Liley’s Ocean Boy, 
ridden by John Thomas, 
took the first division of 
the maiden, officially by 
half-a-length. But from 
the bank the margin 
seemed a lot closer. 
There were those who 
thought Ardican had 
won. Leading riders 
John Llewellyn and Tim 
Rooney landed doubles. 
Llewellyn scored with 
Suiker Bous and Master 
Straight and Rooney won 
on Time Breaker and 
Savage Sally.’ 

For the first time in 15 
years, an evening point- 
to-point meeting was 
held in Wales when the 
Tredegar Farmers held 
their meeting in 
Cwmbran and Carol Lee, 
wife of National Hunt 
trainer Richard Lee, 
chalked up her sixth win 
of the season on Majetta 
Crescent, who beat Debt 
Follower in an exciting 
finish. 

St Athan’s John 
Thomas took the maiden 
race on Wonder Dream. 

You can e-mail your 
point-to-point or horse 
racing stories and 
pictures to 

brianlee4@virginmedia. 
com or phone on 02920 
736438. 


Brynhill ladies 
get all arty! 



On April 7, Brynhill 
ladies welcomed the 
artistic talents of 
Vaughan Cummins 
with a fantastic 
lesson in how to 
turn a blank canvas 
into a work of art. 

In only two hours, 
using acrylic paint and 
various sizes of palette 
knives, he produced an 
amazing landscape of 
Snowdonia. It was a 
remarkable evening 
watching his masterpiece 
take shape, and all in 
absolute silence. 

The latest competition 


results are: March 31, 
Easter Egg winner Rose 
Pitman,18pts, runner-up 
Jan Tatter sell, 16pts; 
April 7, Rabbits and 
Tigers, winners Glynis 
Gould and Helena 
Combes 79.5.nett; 
runners -up Di Tapscott 
and Linda Hewlett, 81 
nett; April 14, Jo 
Whitehouse Cup, winner 
Gemma Evans, 37pts., 
runner-up Jo Kirkpatrick 
35pts; Gran's Trophy, 
winner Jo Kirkpatrick 
35pts over the back 9 
from Linda Hewlett. 
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The Vale 
are in full 


Cup 


THE Vale of 
Glamorgan 
Association 
Football League 
started the end of 
season finals on 
Friday, April 8, 
with the Dockers 
Cup. 

The Division 2 
League Cup final saw 
Barry Belgrade FC take 
on Vale United FC. 
After letting in the first 
goal, Barry Belgrade 
came back with three 
unanswered goals to 
take the trophy, final 
score Barry Belgrade 3, 
Vale United FC 1. 

On Sunday, April 10, 
Division 1 took centre 
stage with Tynewydd 
FC playing VIFC. 
Starting the match as 
favourites were VIFC 
as the league leaders. 

Two Jordan 
Mortimer goals in the 
second half put one 
hand on the cup, but a 
late surge by Tynewydd 
FC saw Dale Miller 
pull one back. With 
only seconds remaining 
a heavy tackle from 
Gareth Union saw a red 
card being issued, 
leaving Tynewydd FC 
with 10 men but the 
whistle went soon after. 
Final score Tynewydd 
FC 1, VIFC 2. 

The junior section 


started their finals on 
Thursday, April 16, 
with the Year 11 Cup, 
the Classic Sportswear 
Trophy. Holton Road 
FC took on Sully 
Sports Reds in a very 
close match; so close 
that after 80 minutes 
plus 20 minutes extra 
time, the score 
remained 0-0. 

This meant the 
match was to be 
decided on penalties. 
Sully Sports started and 
scored two and missed 
their third but then 
scored their fourth. 
Holton Road got their 
first three in and had 
their fourth saved. 

The fifth penalties 
for each team were 
scored, even a retaken 
Holton Road one as it 
was taken and saved 
before the referee blew 
his whistle! Sudden 
death then saw Sully 
Sports have their sixth 
penalty saved and 
Holton Road then 
scored to lift the 
Classic Sportswear 
Trophy. 

The following night, 
Barry Town United FC 
took on Sully Sports 
Blues in the Year 7 
final for the Brian 
Riseborough Cup. 

Three goals from 
Louis Harding, 
Macauley Marks and 


Cian Anderson was 
enough to see Barry 
Town United win the 
trophy, final score 
Barry Town United FC 
3, Sully Sports Blues 0. 

Lastly on Sunday, 
April 19, in the 
morning the Harry 
Gratton Trophy was up 
for grabs in the Year 9 
final between Barry 
Town United FC and 
Cogan Coronation FC. 

A close game saw 
the game decided in the 
first half. A goal by 
Brooklyn McCabe saw 
Barry Town United FC 
take the lead but Cogan 
replied before halftime 
with goals from Luke 
Warcow and Arron 
Archer. Early in the 
second half, Barry 


finals 
swing 


Town United FC saw 
their goalkeeper sent 
off but no further goals 
were scored. Final 
score Barry Town 
United FC 1, Cogan 
Coronation 2. 

The last Senior 
League Cup took place 
in the afternoon with 
Cardiff Airport FC 
taking on Cowbridge 
Town FC in the ASRS 
Cup; a replay of last 
year’s Barry Cup final. 

However, this year 
saw Cardiff Airport 
manage to gain a 
measure of revenge. 
Jermaine Martin scored 
two first half goals to 
give Cardiff Airport FC 
the lead by halftime 
and a third goal - in the 
form of an own goal - 


followed in the second 
to secure the ASRS 
Cup for Cardiff Airport 
FC. Final score Cardiff 
Airport 3, Cowbridge 
Town FC 0. 

The finals continue 
this week with Cogan 
Coronation playing 
Sully Sports Reds in 
the Year 8 Cup Final on 
Friday, April 24, kick 
off 6.15pm. Then 
Sunday sees the Year 
10 final between 
Holton Road FC and 
Sully Sports FC at 
10.15am before the last 
final, the Barry Cup 
between Vale United 
FC and VIFC, kick off 
2.15pm. 

MD 


SPORTS PROJECTS 
ARE PROSPERING 
IN THE LOCAL AREA 


A doorstep sport new partnerships that cycling skills. Sessions 
project aimed at developed. are led by qualified 

getting young 
people more active, 
more often in their 
own communities is 
thriving in the 

Barry area. 

Delivered by the Vale , 

Council’s Sports won the Newydd five-a- 

Development team and football tournament, 

Barry Communities competing against teams 
First, the project provides from across south Wales, 
activities “on the With warmer weather _ 

doorstep” for young the way, there are a qJ increasing 

people aged nine to 16 number of outdoor participation in sport and 
years who want to take taking place. . . - . . 

part in sport. „„ 

The project was 

recently shortlisted for Pencoedtre 
Street Games New Gibbonsdown 

Project of the Year at the residents are able to 

access the necessary 
services, information and 
advice to improve their 


There was further leaders and' volunteers 
success when the Friday and are aimed at young 
Night Football project people aged nine or over, 
led by police community All sessions are 
supports officers and currently free of charge 
dedicated local and as there is no 

volunteers Scott Nelson booking needed any 

and David Chambers young people interested 
in attending sessions can 
simply turn up. 

These projects are 

delivered as part of the 
Vale Sport plan with the 


„, , . - - physical activity. The 

Multi-sport events will ^ject contributes 
be available at Council’s 


Park, 


aim of reducing health 
inequalities and ensuring 


Free taster sessions for females 

SPORTS clubs within the Windsor Tennis Club leading the were delighted with the take-up 


UK awards ceremony, 5.30pm, Victoria Park 
recognising the new Cadoxton on Mondays 

activities that have been fro^i 5.45pm to 6.45pm, .........vr- ...r-.. 

introduced as well as the Central Park every ,,9 • f i f r 
Thursday led by Elim wellbeing and quality of 


Vale hosted free taster 
sessions and open days 
throughout March for local 
women and girls. 

Thirteen clubs in the local area 
signed up to take part in the event 


way and attracting over 100 and feedback from the 
female participants. Other #MarchOnGirls campaign which 
successful clubs included Penarth helped us to attract a raft of new 
Rowing Club and Vale Women players to our club at an annual 
and Girls Football Club. jyiore than 250 children. 


Ben Williams, AYP Officer for 


parents and adult tennis players 


to encourage more women and oppOTfimity^^for^lcLT^club?^^^ visited us for a variety of coaching 


girls to become physically active, promote the many sports activities 
Each of the clubs provided open that take place in the local area. 


and social tennis activities, of 
which at least half were female. 


days or taster sessions for free to We wanted to show what’s As a result we will now be running 
promote activities on offer to available for women and girls and ladies-only ‘Tennis Tuesday’ 
women and girls in the Vale. are pleased the #MarchonGirls sessions from May 5, and offering 
As a result, over 150 women campaign was a success.” further girls and ladies taster 

and girls accessed sports activities Rob Wedlake, tennis coach at sessions during the Wimbledon 
at the participating clubs, with Windsor Tennis Club, said: “We fortnight.” 


Elevate from 4.30pm to 
5.30pm, and Alexander 
Gardens on Fridays from Partners 
4.30pm to 5.30pm, 


life. 

A number of other 
are also 
involved in the delivery 


There will also be the of the project including 
Friday night football Volunteer Bureau, 

project on offer at Holm Police Community 

View with police Support Officers, Ehm 

community support Elevate, World at Play 

officers and local ^od Newydd. 


further 
contact 

Sports Development 
First Officer Rachel Shepherd 
local on 07730 749485, Adele 


volunteers from 3.45pm For 
to 4.45pm for children information^ 
aged 10 years and over. ^ 

Communities ~ 
along with 


volunteers will be Twomey of Barry 
running a bike club for Communities First on 
people to learn how to 01446 709825, or visit 
ride a bike safely and www.harry street 
develop their basic games.org. 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE Ltd 


A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years 


, ^59 


FREE CHECK & TOP UP 

• FREE Batlay Check ’.IS^ 

• FREE Atttl-treeze chedi & top up . 

• FREE Windscreen Wash check 


& top up 

• FREE Oil check 

• FREE Tyre check 



> Car servicing 


g-m 

* 4x4 tyres & Alignment 


MoT's 



Special offers 

175/65X14 from £ 27.50 inc vat 
1557013 from £ 25.00 inc vat 
205/55VR16from £ 35.85 inc vat 



SPECIAL 

OFFER 

Air conditioning 
check & re-gas for 

only £39.95 

Only with this advert, 
(normally £55) 


205/5516 Michelin Energy .£89.95 Fully Fitted 

19565HR15 Michelin Energy....£63.95 Fully Fitted 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE 


LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY CF634PS 

01446 737447 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am -1 pm 


HOLTON ROAD, 

BARRY CF634HU 

01446745888 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3pm 


Hi ; Fully fitted ■ no hidden costs Go online to check out our special deals! 


www.barrytyreautocentre.co.uk 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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Anticipation builds ahead of point-to-point highlights 


The Dunraven Bowl 
BRIDGEND builder Roger Willcox and 
engineering company boss Bill Corrigan, 
joint owners of Patricktom Bom, recent 
winner of the men's open race at the 
Ystrad Taf Fechan Hunt Point-To-Point, 
are hoping that their eight-year-old bay 
gelding, which finished fourth in the 
Dunraven Bowl Novices’ Hunter Chase at 
Chepstow Racecourse last year, will be 
first past the post this time on Friday 
(April 24). 

A number of horses owned and trained in the Vale 
have qualified for the race which is the highlight for 
many of the Welsh point-to-point season. The 
race’s sponsor David Brace OBE has yet to win it 



News from 
the Barrivale 
Bridge Club 


LATEST results 
from Barrivale 
Bridge Club for 
April 14 are as 
follows: 

The session coincided 
with the AGM for 
Barrivale and a 
celebration of the club’s 
28th birthday. 

Birthday team results 
were as follows: First 
Team 2 - Peter Millar, 
Mick Green, Helen 
Jordan, Judith Owen and 
Noelle Bond with 49 
IMPS; second Team 6 - 
Mike Close, Tim Barsby, 
Ann Macdougall and 
Sean Macdougall with 43 
IMPS; third Team 3 - 
Huw Thomas, Celia 
Thomas, Tom Kendrick 
and Dave Thomas with 2 
IMPS. 


As from Friday, May 
1, it is Barrivale Bridge 
Club’s intention to hold 
regular morning 

sessions, commencing at 
9.45am and finishing at 
12.30pm. These will be 
assisted bridge sessions 
primarily for beginners, 
people wishing to return 
to the game and those 
who would like to 
improve their game. 

New members are 
always welcome at 
Barrivale. A partner may 
be arranged if required. If 
you would like to join us 
ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425 or call at 
the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays 
at 7pm or Friday, May 1 
at 9.45am. 

DR 


although he has had several horses which have been 
placed in the event over the years. 

Fast year’s race saw the gambled on Gale Force 
Oscar, which was qualified with the Flangeinor 
Hunt, run out a very easy winner under Welsh 
champion rider John Mathias. The Brecon and 
Talybont horse Supreme Regime was third. 

Flanharan’s Evan David, who has been in good 
form this season, is expected to be aboard 
Patricktom Boru. Evan, who rides out for Aberthin 
trainer Tim Vaughan, is the younger brother of Tom 
David who is assistant trainer to Zara Phillips. 

Race’s history 

WHEN the Dunraven Bowl was first held in 
1996, it was won by Miss Millbrook, which gave 
Evan Williams the first of his three wins in the 
race. Evan, a former national champion point-to- 
point rider and now a leading Welsh trainer, also 


won on Cherry Gold in 2003 and 2004 but when 
Cherry Gold won for a third time in 2005, Jason 
‘Awesome’ Cook was in the saddle. 

Another national champion point-to-point rider 
to win this prestigious race, only this time a female, 
was Pip Jones, who scored on Final Pride in 1997, 
while the only other female to win is Welsh 
champion Fiona Wilson, who won on the rank 
outsider Saffron Moss the following year, 1998. 

Chepstow and Hereford course specialist Mr 
Dow Jones won under west Wales’ Dai Jones in 
1999. Keith Pritchard’s prolific point-to-pointer 
Cannon Bridge silenced those critics who said it 
couldn't jump regulation fences when landing the 
2006 renewal and Welsh champion point-to-point 
rider Rhys Hughes was successful on Kilbreena 
(2007) and Bob Bites Back (2009). 

Rhys Flint was successful in 2008 on Paul and 


THE BARRY AND DISTRICT 
LADIES SKITTLE LEAGUE 


LATEST results for week 
commencing March 23: 

Space Finders (K Jackson 34) 
338, Allsorts (H Bunting 39) 323; 
Cigar Fadies (K Richard 3) 239, 
Coppers (J Hartnell 35) 299; 
Bakers Dozen (A Boauy 28) 255, 
SV Gals (R Sowoll 30) 266; 
Family and Friends (M Ogston 29) 
253, Barry Stars (T Johnson 23) 
210; Family Affair (C Grubb 31) 
265, Castaways (D Jones 26) 241; 
Pila Palas (A Williams 33) 314, 
Special Angels (T Grisdale 34) 
309; Red Admiral (M Gee 29) 
272, Colcot Fadies (P Johnson 32) 
276. 

Second division: Castle Bandits 
(E Evans 27) 240, Strikers (F 
Goodwin 24) 230; Cad Con Fillies 
(J Rogers, F Old 23) 233, Roller 
Coasters (J Ebbs 24) 217; 

Breakaways (N Bichard, C Smith, 


J Davykins 30) 323, Witchill 
Widows (F Young 30) 284; 
Starlights (I Oliver 27) 249, Divas 
(S Gouvier 25) 147; Witchill 
Weebies (S Dobbinson 34) 331, 
After Eights (M Hellyar 39) 314; 
S V Fights (B Kenefick 26) 247, 
dickies (K Davidson 24) 241; 
Bobby’s Girls (A Seldon 29) 273, 
Vixens (F Gray 26) 241. 

Third division: FiTs Devils (T 
Evans 25) 233, Rhoose Ravers (J 
Bowsher, G Shellem 24) 220; 
Etcetera (M Jones 27) 248, Jolly 
Dollies (V Jackson 34) 261; Merry 
Makers (H Davies 25) 226, 
Airways Angels (E Fewis, M 
Carpenter, Bee Gibbs, F Taylor 
21) 213; Friends and Neighbours 
(R Page 31) 247, Westenders (S 
Woodfield, C Gee 27) 247; 
Persuaders (K Phillips 29) 230, 
Hill Billies (E Anzani, G 


Moorcroft 23) 198; Dolly 

Mixtures (J Preece, E Bryan 25) 
235, Witchill Wanderers (S 
Reynolds 26) 181; SV Fadies (K 
Facny 30) 255, Rugby Triers (D 
Sherrin 30) 268. 

Fourth division: Wyndham 
Witches (P Cannon 26) 240, Odd 
Bods (S Ellis 23) 173; Fa Belles 
(R Clogg, N Cordy 31) 308, 
Twilights (S Ellis, S Davies 30) 
291; Fallen Angels (T Fawrence 
26) 255, Off The Rails (F 
Stephenson 30) 263; BFFs (R 
Bowen 24) 202, Railway Rogues 
(S Sjodin 30) 253. 

Fifth division: Aristocats (T 
Weston 28) 211, Smurfs (Y Taylor 
31) 116, Guardian Angels (G 
Fifield, F Harris 21) 185, Fiberals 
(K Palmer 27) 198; Billy Bunters 
(G Foveless 28) 217, Hell Raisers 
(J Rosser 24)213. 


Myfanwy Miles’s Lady Myfanwy, one of Wales’ 
most prolific point-to-pointers. 

David Foveil’s eight-year-old Master Charm, 
given a good ride by Tom David, beat Mins gill 
Mans in an exciting finish in 2010. The Fovell 
family dedicated their win to the late bookmaker 
John Fovell who was responsible for introducing 
computerised betting to the UK and who had been a 
great supporter of point-to-point racing and 
Chepstow racecourse. 

In 2011, Pembrokeshire’s Eric Clough’s Parthian 
Prince, partnered by Paul Tolman, was later 
awarded the race after Bob’s Law, which had 
finished first past the post, was subsequently 
disqualified by the BHA Disciplinary Panel. 

In 2013, Matthew Barber, a 51b claimer, riding 
the seven-year-old bay gelding Hawkeye Native, 
trained by his brother Marc at Narbeth, came home 
nine lengths ahead of Paul and Myfawny Miles’ 
Findlay’s Find who recently notched-up his 22nd 
win. 

Fast year. Fee Power’s nine-year-old brown 
gelding Gale Force Oscar, ridden by Welsh 
champion point-to-point rider John Mathias from 
Tenby, landed a big gamble when coming home 20 
lengths ahead of Supreme Regime, with Doc Wells a 
further four lengths away in third place. Gale Force 
Oscar must surely go down in the records as one of 
the easiest winners of the Dunraven Bowl, the race 
that all Welsh owners, riders and trainers want to 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 

Professional quality, 
paintwork repairs at a fraction 
of traditional body shop costs 

•Quick ‘Convenient ‘Fully Guaranteed 

/Bumper Scuffs /Alloy Wheels 
/Paintwork Scratches / Minor Dents 

To arrange for your free estimate call 

Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 
0800 028 7878 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


PLfASE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE SPRING SAFETY CHECK 



STANDARD TYRES rnxn 


ilRiDC€SWn£ 

MIAMUM fMCIAU 

iSS^tS 

moirtia ffSjM 


rafMHIM SMCIALS 

Jtji 

’nitsnu tmmXK £ 41.«5 
'.tSiK^nS krnm £SS.«s 
x&«Nu wns sS4.ts 
IIVVSMU Anns £ 79 .«S 


QUALITY 
NEW TYRES 


WITH PRICES LIKE 
THESE - WHY RISK 
PART WORN TYRES? 


165/70TR13 

175/70TR14 . 

I75/65TRI4 

FROM ONLY 
FROM ONLY 
. FROM ONLY 

I PERFORMANCE TYRES Irom J 

' 185/65HR15 . 

195/60HRI5 
195/65HR15 . 

. FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 
. FROM ONLY 

1 HIGH PERFORMANCE TYRES Inxn J 

185/55VRI5 . 

I95/50VR15 

195/65VR15 . 

205/55VR16 

. FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 

. FROM ONLY 

FROM ONLY 

ULTRA HKH PERFORMANCE TYRES inm J 


>£27.95 


.95 


£32.95 


>£38.95 

2I5/55WRI6 FROM ONLY £53.95 

2I5/50WR17. FKOM ONLY £44.95 

225/45WR17 FROM ONLY £38.95 

225/40WR18 FROM ONLY £39.95 


VOUR TVHC •bCZJt B NOT Pl.rASi: CAU. U% TOR A QUCrTATtO^I. TVRI: PRCSSURt: MOfarTORIPiU SYSTEM CTPMS> l^lXPERTS. 


■ItiDGEHO 


1 BRIDGEND ■■■I 

BARRY 

1 Uf’it RryrtrflHM^Y^' U’ai Fh! 

QivtIifT C^LisIcifi 

Arif«,»rin RcRMTin 

Barry 

Bndpend Cr32 9SZ 

Cfesaovr TT 

01656 760444 

01446 733167 



► 




Aao at: 27 * P«rkarth RoaH CARDIFF CF11 STT. Tck 029 20 302644 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 


NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 



61 HONDA Civic 1.8 SE V-TEC 

In silver, 29,000 miles, superb throughout 

£8,995 



10 HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid 

In red, 20,000 miles, sporty looks, 
fantastic mpg 

£8,995 


12 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE 
5-Dr Automatic 

In grasshopper green, 20,000 miles, 1 owner 

£6,995 



10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel 
Zetec Auto 

In black, 53,000 mile 7-seater 

£9,995 


JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 




06 VAUXHALL Tigra 1.8 Exclusive 

In silver, 19,000 miles, 1 owner, convertable 

£3,695 


Ran 


JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible In silver, black hood, 

black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner .£32,995 

LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 63,000 miles, sat-nav, 

tv, steps, fully colour coded .£17,995 

AUDI A3 Sport 1.6 TDi 3-Dr In white, 43,000 miles 

.£10,995 

LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 

miles, 25 year old sports car.£10,995 

FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec Auto In black, 53,000 mile 

7-seater .£9,995 

FORD Focus 1.0 ZETEC Turbo 5-Dr In met mars red, 

41,000 miles, low road tax .£8,995 

HONDA Civic 1.8 SE V-TEC 5-Dr In silver, 29,000 miles, 

supurb throughout .£8,995 

HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid In red, 20,000 miles, sporty 

looks, fantastic mpg, free road tax.£8,995 

TOYOTA Auris 1.6 TR 5-Dr In met-red, 30,000 miles, 1 

owner family hatch.£7,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Titanium 3-Dr In black, 27,000 

miles, £20 road tax.£7,995 

NISSAN Qashqai 1.6 Acentia In met-blue, 59,000 miles, 

2 owners.£7,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.5 Diesel Dynamique Tomtom In 

silver, 46,000 miles, sat-nav etc .£7,495 

SUZUKI Swift 1.2 SZ3 5-Dr In red, 19,000 miles, 1 owner 

.£6,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SE 5-Dr Automatic in grasshopper 

green, 20,000 miles, 1 owner .£6,995 

CHRYSLER Ypsilon 1.2 SE 5-Dr In bronze, 12,000 miles, 

1 owner .£6,995 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 CDTi ‘Design’ Auto In met grey, 

68,000 miles, 7 seater .£6,795 

CITROEN C3 1.6 Exclusive Auto 5-Dr In met grey, 23,000 

miles, superb example.£6,495 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 Acenta 5-Dr In silver, 14,000 miles, 

with sat-nav .£6,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.6 TDCi Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 63,000 miles, 

diesel with £20 road tax .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC Convertable In silver, 32,000 

miles .£6,495 

PEUGEOT 308 Access 5-Dr In met bronze, 26,000 miles, 

1 owner.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.4 Exclusive 5-Dr In black, 52,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

TOYOTA Aygo 1.0 VVTi ‘ICE’ 5-Dr In met green, 20,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 SE 5-Dr In white with a/c etc, 1 owner 

.£5,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Active 5-Dr In grasshopper green, 

37,000 miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi Estate In silver, 50,000 miles, low 

running costs .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 67,000 miles £5,995 
FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles, very 

nice example at.Reduced to £5,995 

CITROEN C4 Picasso VTR+ 7-seater In silver, 62,000 

miles, 1 owner .£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.9TDi Sky Lance 5-Dr In silver, 72,000, nice 

example .£5,995 

HONDA Civic 2.2 Diesel ES 5-Dr ES 5-Dr In black, 

66,000 miles, glass roof etc.£5,995 

MAZDA MX5 2.0 Convertable In red with grey leather trim, 

30,000 miles .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 308 Verve 1.6 5-Dr. In black, 36,000 miles, one 

owner .£5,495 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met lime, 52,000 miles, very 

nice example, new shape .£5,495 

FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr In black, 22,000 miles, £30 

road tax .£4,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Active In red, 21,000 miles, 1 owner, £20 
road tax .Reduced to £4,995 


RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 miles, 

low insurance .Reduced to £4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.4 SXi 5-Dr. In black, 39,000 miles 

with air con.£4,995 

VW Golf 1.4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 

ideal family hatch at .Reduced to £4,995 

ALFA Romeo 159 Lusso 1.9 Diesel In met-grey, 68,000 

miles, stylish saloon with leather .£4,995 

HYUNDAI i130 Style 2.0 Diesel 5-Dr In silver, 72,000 

miles, nice example.£4,995 

MINI Cooper In black (chilli pack), 17” alloys, host of extras, 

superb value at .£4,995 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 owner, 

low insurance .Reduced to £4,695 

TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 VVTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 

42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,695 

SUZUKI Splash 1.2 GLS+ 5-Dr. In met blue, 55,000 miles, 

low insurance .Reduced to £4,695 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In met turquoise, 

55,000 miles .£4,695 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique 5-Dr In black, 

71,000 miles, 1 owner, £30 road tax .Reduced to £4,695 
BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with grey 

leather, nice example.Reduced to £4,695 

RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate In silver, 60,000 

miles with a/c, alloys.Reduced to £4,495 

KIA Ceed 1.6 LS 5-Dr In met blue, 47,000 miles, alloys, 

a/c etc .Reduced to £4,495 

CITROEN C3 1.4 Diesel VT 5-Dr In silver, 52,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,295 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 ‘S’ Eco-Flex 3-Dr In red with white 

stripes, 57,000 miles, upgraded, alloys.£3,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.3 Diesel CDTi Life 5-Dr In black, 

77,000 miles .Reduced to £3,995 

HYUNDAI 120 Classic 3-Dr. In electric green, 55,000 

miles, low insurance.£3,995 

CITROEN Cl 1.0 VTR 5-Dr In red, 50,000 miles, £20 road 

tax, very nice example.£3,995 

SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

FORD Focus 1.8 Diesel Zetec 5-Dr. In metallic ice blue, 

66,000 miles.£3,995 

NISSAN Micra 1.2 SE 5-Dr Automatic In met grey, 25,000 


miles . 


miles . 



59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC 
Convertable 

In silver, 32,000 miles 

£6^495 



04 MINI One 

In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys etc 

£3^495 





61 AUDI A3 Sport 1.6TDi 
3-Dr 

In white, 43,000 miles 

£10^995 


£3,795 


PEUGEOT 207 M-Play 1.4 3-Dr In silver, 66,000 miles, 

sporty looks at .£3,695 

SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference Sport 3-Dr In red, 

79,000 miles, low road tax .£3,695 

VAUXHALL Tigra 1.8 Exclusive In silver, 19,000 miles, 1 

owner, convertable .£3,695 

08 RENAULT Scenic 1.6 Dynamique In met grey, 64,000 



£3,495 


VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 SRi 5-Dr. In met silver, 31,000 

miles, family hatch .£3,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Silver 3-Dr In ice blue, 54,000 miles, 

1 owner .£3,495 

MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys 

etc, good looking Mini.Reduced to £3,495 

VAUXHALL Vectra 1.8 Exclusive Estate In met blue, 

80,000 miles.£2,995 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Life Automatic 5-dr. In silver, 

86,000 miles.£2,995 

TOYOTA Corolla T-Spirit 1.6VVN 5-Dr In silver, 68,000 

miles .Reduced to £2,995 

FIAT Bravo 1.4 Dynamic 5-Dr In met-grey, 54,000 miles, 

fantastic value.£3,295 

RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage .£3,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twinport 3-Dr In silver, low 

mileage .Reduced to £2,195 


05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel 
Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage 

£3,495 



06 MAZDA MX5 2.0 Convertable 

In red with grey leather trim, 30,000 miles 

£5,995 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


RBC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE RACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAIIABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 































































































Thursday April 23rd, 2015 


WWW,facebook.com/slainorsansem • www.twitter.com/sem news _ cl _THE GEM - 39 


Cowbridge Cricket Club celebrates 175 
years of the sound of willow on leather 


PHOTOGRAPHS by 
MIKE WILCOCK 


ONE of the main events in Cowbridge Cricket Club’s 175th 
anniversary year took place last week - a star-studded dinner. 

Among the guests were the First Minister, Carwyn Jones AM, and 
Hugh Morris, chief executive of Glamorgan Cricket Club - and a 
former club player. 

The chairman of Cowbridge CC, Hugh Williams, was master of 
ceremonies, and the audience was treated to a hilarious speech by 
Charles Dagnall, of the BBC’s Test Match Special team. 

The club also took the opportunity to launch a new publication - a 
history of the club (pictured below). 




LEFT: 

Two stalwart 

members of 

Cowbridge Cricket 
Club, Gerald Leeke 
and John Bevan 
(right) received a 
presentation to mark 
their selection as 
honorary life 

members. 

They are pictured 
with club president 
Jeff Bird (on left) 
and Hugh Morris. 



Jeff Bird welcomes the First Minister. 



Nigel Anderson and Julian Ebsworth, 
the great-great-nephew of EH Ebsworth, 
who created Cowbridge CC^s ground. 



ABOVE: Roger Bird (left) with Alex Clay, 
who brought along the ball used by his 
grandfather JC Clay when he took 
17 wickets in a first-class match. 






FRF Bridgend 


sat www.frfmotors.com 



WESTERN AVENUE, BRIDGEND IND EST. BRIDGEND SAT NAV USERS CF31 3RT 

Sale Hotline 08448 463 668 


LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACKAVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELECTED FINANCE OFFERED 


Network O 

^ The best place hr used Vauxhalls vbIk 
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YOUR DEFINITIVE SPORTS ROUND-UP 

Send your match reports, news and other items of interest to: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk 



Bonus point earned... 

but defeat is 
disappointing 
for Cowbridge 


IT WAS a beautiful 
sunny day at the 
Athletic Field, and 
as both Cowbridge 
and St Albans had 
just the bare 15 
players, it was 
uncontested scrums 
from the off. 

Cowbridge kicked off 
and within four minutes 
were on the scoreboard 
as Alun John burst 
through the Buns’ 
defence to score a fine 
try. The lead did not last 
long, as the visitors 
scored two unconverted 
tries in the next 10 
minutes. 

Cowbridge had a great 
opportunity to level the 
scores with a quick tap 
penalty but, with the line 
at their mercy, the ball 
was knocked on. Soon 
after, a loose clearance 
gifted the Buns their 
third unconverted try. 

Three minutes later 
Cowbridge secured good 
possession and the ball 
was spun out to wing 
Tom Johnson who 
sprinted over in the 
corner, followed by a fine 
conversion by No 10 Luc 
Williams. 

Cowbridge were now 
on fire and solid work by 
the pack, with Geraint 
Thomas, Rhys Price, 
Rhod Walker and Connor 
Boys prominent, led to a 
fine steal at the base of 
the scrum by No 9 Richie 


Howsen, and this 
resulted in a break by 
centre Huw Tougher, 
who fed Johnson for his 
second try to give 
Cowbridge the lead. 

Unfortunately, some 
sloppy defence saw the 
Buns come right back 
into the game with two 
tries and a conversion in 
the dying minutes of the 
first half. The halftime 
score was Cowbridge 17, 
St Albans 27 

Cowbridge started the 
second half as they did 
the first, pressurising the 
opposition into mistakes, 
and a scrum in their 22 
saw the ball go to the left 
and back to the right for 
Luc Williams to split the 
defence and stroll over 
under the posts, the 
conversion taking 

Cowbridge to within 
three points of the 
visitors. 

As the game 
progressed, both teams 
visibly began to tire due 
to the heat and rock hard 
pitch. However, the game 
burst into life as Tom 
Johnson broke away 
from the 22 and sprinted 
away for what seemed to 
be a certain try, only to 
be hauled down inches 
from the line. 

Howsen also came 
close but with just 
minutes to go, when it 
looked like Cowbridge 
might well sneak a 
victory, the Buns broke 
away for a try and, with 


Cowbridge down to 14 
for the final minute, they 
scored a further try on the 
whistle, for a final score 
of Cowbridge 24, St 
Albans 39 

Fair play to both teams 
who gave their 
everything in tiring 
conditions. Cowbridge 
had opportunities to tie 
up the game but the 
visitors were that little bit 
stronger in the end. 

However, the 15 
players put up a great 
fight and it was good to 
Chris sie Powell on the 
pitch helping out; the try 
bonus point was scant 
consolation. 

The youth teams had 
no games on Saturday, 
but the seniors now have 
three games left - Taffs 
Well away this Saturday, 
then St Albans away on 
May 6 (to be confirmed) 
and finally Old Illtydians 
at home (Police Field) on 
Saturday, May 9. 

This Sunday marks the 
anniversary of the death 
of Captain Thomas 
Clarke. 

The Sunday following, 
May 3, will see a 
gathering of Tom’s family 
and friends at the rugby 
club in celebration of his 
life and all he meant to 
those who knew him; full 
details will be in next 
week’s report. 

RV/RK 


Dan punches 
to success! 


LLANTWIT 
MAJOR boxing 
club continued its 
run of success last 
weekend, with 
heavyweight Dan 
Morgan winning a 
split decision 

contest against 
Highfields boxer 
Mathew Smith. 

The contest took place 
at the RAFA club in Ely. 
Smith, being a local 
boxer with the home 
town advantage, stepped 
back into the ring for his 
first fight in four years 
after injury setbacks 

The bell sounded for 
the first round and 
Morgan started brightly, 
putting Smith on the 
back foot immediately. 

The second round saw 
much the same high 
work rate with both 
boxers still busy, barely 


stopping for breath. The 
final round saw Morgan 
tire a little bit and the 
pressure eased off, 
allowing Smith to 
connect with a couple of 
clean shots. 

The Llantwit Major 
boxer reacted well and 
dug deep to finish off the 
round strongly, doing 
enough to take the 
victory from the local 
lad. 

Llantwit Major boxing 
club are looking forward 
to May 16 where they are 
holding an open air 
charity boxing event at 
Rhoose Cambrian flying 
club. 

The event starts at 
1:30pm and tickets are 
on a ‘first come first 
served’ basis. Adults are 
£10 and children £5, with 
all proceeds going to 
Wales Air Ambulance 
and the boxing club. 

KM 


CRICKET CLUB KICK OFF THEIR 
ANIVERSARY SEASON IN STYLE 



ABOVE (left to right): Jeff Bird; Hamish Buckland (Glamorgan CCC treasurer); Neil Brand (Cowbridge 
Cricket Club captain); Carwyn Jones; Charles Dagnall and Hugh Morris). PHOTO by MIKE WILCOCK. 


Cowbridge 
darts league 
round-up 

ON Tuesday, April matches, are: Llanharry 

14, a full points), 

programme of i""//osi 

league matches was Edmondes A (98), Hare 
played. and Hounds (81), 

The Edmondes A were Farmer’s Arms (70), 
defeated 4-5 by the Edmondes C (67) and 
Edmondes C; The Old Post Ladies (36). 
Highwayman Inn beat On April 28, the 
the Old Post Ladies 8-1, quarter-finals and semi¬ 
while the Edmondes B finals of both the men’s 
only won 7-2 at the doubles and ladies’ 
Farmers Arms, giving doubles will be played, 
them a one-point Men’s doubles games 
advantage in the race for will be played at the 
league runners up with Farmers Arms and the 
one match to go. ladies at the Edmondes 

Nigel Thomas Arms. 

(Farmers Arms) hit All matches start at 
another 180, taking his 8.15pm and spectators 
tally for the season to are welcome, 
three, level with Lee For further 

Davies (Llanharry). information e-mail Paul 

The league champions cowbridgedarts@gmail.c 
Llanharry remain om\ up-to-date 

undefeated after winning information can be found 
7-2 against the Hare and on the website: 
Hounds. www.darts.apsn.co.uk 

Present league PJT 

standings after 20 


Wonderful 
weather for 
bowls teams 

THE recent four of the six rinks, 

wonderful weather Sue Flowers had the 
has been ideal for best scoring rink with 
bowls. support from Mansel 

Cowbridge Bowls Davey, John Hunt and 
Club is a strong club with Phyllis Price, 
a growing membership, Allan Wallace, Helena 
and this was evident Snelling and Norman 
when 32 members turned Wilkinson’s rinks had 
Up on a sunny Monday r 

• 1 u 1 comfortable wins, 

for social bowls. , 

Two days later the first Shirley Wilkinson and 
competitive game was Joan Bradley’s rinks lost 
played - a mixed friendly narrowly but overall it 
against the Penarth was an excellent team 
Rectory Road Club. It performance, 
was good to see all six Although the club is 
rinks occupied, with 48 20 years old, there are 
players m action. ■ u j u 

The result was a win “ Cowbrtdge who 

for Cowbridge by 117 ‘■o “o' kn®"" "here we 
shots to the visitors’ 77. are. You can find us 
Cowbridge also won on behind the Leisure 
Centre - the entrance to 
the green is hidden 
behind two large storage 
containers. 

The local authority 
own the green but the 
club is run and managed 
by its members. We are 
open from 11am each 
day during the summer 
months and the public 
are welcome to watch 
play from the benches 
that surround the green. 

This Saturday, the men 
have a home friendly 
against Llantwit Major 
which starts at 2pm. 

Free taster sessions are 
still available for those 
wishing to try the game. 
A coach will be available 
on the the next two 
Sunday afternoons, April 
26 and May 3. If 
interested, just ring 
Michael Bradley on 
01446 773289.. 

You can find 
additional information 
about the club on our 
website, 
cowbridgebowlingclub .c 
o.uk. 

MB 


COWBRIDGE Cricket Club 
celebrated the 175th 
anniversary of its first 
recorded fixture with a dinner 
on Friday evening. 


conducting a game of heads and tails 
with a theme of the history of the club 
before president Jeffrey Bird 
introduced the guests. 

The raffle and the auction were 
splendidly supported before the 


members and friends pj-gs^j^ent announced that Gerald Leeke 
attended the event, with the initial 

impression of the evening s style being ^^rnbers, had been elected honorary 
set by saxophonist Jess who serenaded members 
the arrivals. 


The drinks reception was held in the 


The recipients were presented with 


pavilion and featured a visit from The engraved tankards by Hugh Morris, the 
RT Hon Carwyn Jones AM, the First “O of Glamorgan CCC, who began 
Minister career, which led to his playing for 

Mr Jones was intoduced in typically England, at Cowbridge. Hugh then 
splendid fashion by Cowbridge Town addressed the diners before the 
Crier, Jon Wilks. Mr Jones Spoke of the speeches concluded with a hilarious 
importance of clubs such as performance from BBC Test Match 
Cowbridge and expressed his Special commentator, Charles Dagnall. 
admiration for all who had been part of As the evening drew to its 
keeping the club prospering over such conclusion, it was the general view that 
a long period. the 175th anniversary season had been 

Dinner was served in a marquee launched with impeccable style, 
with club chairman Hugh Williams (See page 39 for more photos). JB 


HocJzey club's helping 
hand from Waitrose 



COWBRIDGE 
Junior Hockey Club 
is going from 
strength to strength 
and has recently 


training regularly at and is open to boys and 
Cowbridge girls aged between six 
Comprehensive. and 15. 

The club also received Head coach Jude 
a Community Chest Powell would like to 
. grant to help get it thank: Parents for their 

received a cheque started, buying essential continued support; 
for £460 from equipment and also Cowbridge 
Waitrose, courtesy fundmg coaching courses comprehensive for the 
Of the ‘Community X use of the facility; the 

Counter’ scheme “"^^SifaS r he club Council Sports 
run hy the store. entered fte Souft vSs Department for their help 
The money will be Youth league with under- encouragement, and 
used to buy equipment 9s, under-11 girls and Waitrose (Cowbridge 
and match kit. under-13 girls, playing store), whose donation is 

The club has grown in teams from Whitchurch, greatly appreciated, 
numbers since starting Abergavenny, Gwent and For more details about 
with 15 members in Bridgend. the club, contact Jude 

March 2014, and The club trains every Powell on 0779 0267419. 
currently has over 50 Tuesday at the school JP 





















